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Ko Hikurangi toku Maunga
Ko Waiapu toku Awa
Ko Horouta toku Waka
Ko Ngati Porou toku Iwi
Ko Te Aitanga a Materoa toku Hapu
Ko Iritekura toku Marae
Ko Arapeta Moeke raua ko Raiha 
Wharehinga oku Tipuna
Ko Rere (aka Joe) Moeke toku Matua 
Tane

Tera ia e ma mai ra
E pakia mai ra e nga ngaru o te moana
Ko Te Kuri a Paoa
Kei nga repo o Te Wherowhero
Taku waka a Horouta
Ko Matiti te taumata tirotiro a 
Tamanuhiri
Ko Ngati Rangiwaho toku hapu
Ko Ngai Tamanuhiri toku iwi
Ko Mataiata Pohatu raua ko Rata 
Wyllie oku Tipuna
Ko Chiquita Pohatu toku Whaea

Ko Denzil Moeke ahau.
Tena tatou katoa

I was born in Gisborne, the third of six 
siblings, and spent my early years in 
the relatively new suburb of Tamarau 
on Ralph Street.
I started my schooling at Kaiti Primary 
before my 3 brothers and 2 sisters and 
I were eventually sent to live with my 
Grandparents in Muriwai.

It was a great place to grow up as a 
9 year old because there was always 
something to do. The summer was 
spent playing cricket, down the beach 
or roaming the neighboring farmlands 
looking for swimming holes or 
watermelon patches to raid. The winter 
was spent honing our rugby skills.
Together with our cousins we’d be 
able to have 5 against 5 games on the 
backyard. We’d often play rugby in the 
rain pretending to slide in for tries like 
Bernie Fraser and Stu Wilson. It used 
to drive our poor Nan crazy when we 
trudged inside covered in mud with 

ripped clothes, after a few expletives 
she would order us outside to wash in 
a bucket.
At one end of our backyard we used 
to have a huge poplar tree that looked 
like a willow. That used to be our goal 
posts and we used to all practice 
goal kicking into it. The ball used to 
get stuck up there sometimes but it 
didn’t take long to get it down with 
a clothes-line stick. All four brothers 
were handy goal kickers with myself, 
Joseph and Jack kicking for Poverty 
Bay at sometime or other and Willie for 
Gisborne Boys High 1st XV.

Gisborne Boys High was the only 
port of call when I started secondary 
school.
I only managed to make it to the 
2nd XV under Graham Torrie who 
would eventually be my coach when I 
debuted for Poverty Bay.

I played rugby for YMP Under 21s until 
the early 90’s when I played my first 
season of Premier Rugby for YMP in 
1991.

Committed Wholeheartedly

Continued on page 2



The 2008 Rugby season is well under 
way.  We are into the 2nd Club round 
and the junior and teenage rugby is 
pumping.  We have put the issue of 
 amalgamation behind us and have 
moved on.  

Editorial
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The rugby season has begun with a sprint of planning by 
the young staff at ECRU.  The focus on the young will do 
well in bringing through the future east coast players.  Many 
young boys are being registered back to their club of choice 
so best of luck to our boys this season.  

Whaia te matauranga – and we are doing well across 
all curricular areas.  The Hauora succession planning is 
guaranteed with the enthusiasm from those committed to 
health care in Ngati Porou. What is amazing is that all age 
groups are engaged in formal learning.  RNP shared bi-
cultural journalism training space with two bright students 
from Hiruharama school last week.  

Matariki celebrations were a hit with the town filled to 
capacity.  A great family day was had by all.  And no, RNP 

did not organize the day but thanks for all those well 
wishes the staff got on the day!

We feature some great people in these issues.  The 
Victoria Cross holder, Willie Apiata returned to the 
north to visit his marae and people.  A role model with 
much humility he was joined by a host of leaders and 
celebrities..  Here in Uawa we have another humble, great 
and well loved man.  Dr Pat Ngata, known to many as 
‘the kiss it better Doctor’ is relished for many memorable 
moments.  Dr Pat spent a special day in Uawa recently 
having a cuppa with his nearest and dearest,  For those 
of us who could not make it, this is our special moment to 
‘kiss it better’.  

Kia manawanui Paratene

Chairmans Mihi
Our supporters have shown a 
renewed enthusiasm and more 
importantly our major sponsors 
Enterprise Cars, Te Runanga o Ngati 
Porou, The Lion Foundation, Kukuri 
have all resigned for 2008/2009 
and beyond.  Acknowledgement 
must be made to our partners in the 
Hurricanes franchise who have in the 
past contributed $30,000 annually 
as a distribution and the visits by All 
Blacks involved in the Hurricanes 
Jerry Collins, Ma’a Nonu and Tamati 
Ellison.  Also they host the Under 
16’s tournament which our U16’s has 
participated in for a number of years.

The Ingleby Company, Farmers Air, 
Fulton Hogan, Radio Ngati Porou, 
Ruatoria Hotel and other match day 
sponsors have again signaled their 

continuing support for the rugby 
activities for the East Coast Rugby 
Union.  

We have appointed Denzil Moeke 
as Ngati Porou East Coast Coach 
and have settled on a management 
team.  The squad hopefully will be 
named by the 30th June 2008.

The Board has appointed two 
independent directors Mr Ned Ihaka 
and Mr Geoff Milner who both bring 
excellent skills to the table.  We 
look forward to an enjoyable and 
successful Heartlands campaign 
and hope the home folks enjoy 
the total Ngati Porou East Coast 
season.

Bill Burdett

I was fortunate enough to be a member 
of a magnificent side surrounded by 
some of the most gifted players I have 
played with. Don’t get me wrong, they 
weren’t the fittest or the strongest but 
boy, collectively they all seemed to think 
like one and the things we achieved as 
a Maori club side was awesome.
They all played a vital part in my 
education as a rugby player.

In 1994 the Kaiti Freezing Works closed 
so in 1995 I went to work in Wellington. 
I played one season with Marist St Pats 
before returning to Gisborne. That was 
another outstanding side managing 
to win the Jubilee Cup. My major 
influences there then were the coaches, 

Brian Coulter and Mick Horan, centre 
partner and Wellington Rep Norm 
Broughton and Captain Ian Potter.  

In 1998 I moved to Sydney, Australia 
purely for work until I got itchy feet.
I played for a Suburban Cup side called 
St George Rugby that has nothing to 
do with the NRL Dragons, but the boys 
soon found out no-one really could 
make out our logo in the dazzling lights 
of a night club. All they could see was 
the dragon and horse so we used to get 
our fair share of shouts.
Aussie rugby is not what it’s all that 
cracked up to be. The premier teams 
like the Randwicks and Warrigahs are 
far removed from 99% of club rugby 
there.

I had some fun there though learning 
the roles of the forwards spending time 
as a Lock and Loosie and sticking my 
nose in the Front Row.

Ironically I met my wife, Tia Papuni 
in Sydney. She hails from Uawa and 
before then I had never laid eyes on 
her.
We married in 2003 at Mihaia Church, 
Hauiti by Reverend Boydie Kerekere.
After a short stint back in Sydney and 
two beautiful babies later we decided to 
move home.

Our two babies are,
Denzil Blair Moeke Jnr (4)
Maraea Ngoingoi Tuari Moeke (3) 

Continued from front page

Continued over page
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The 2008 rugby season is well under way. For the East 
Coast Rugby Football Union this involves:

• Club Rugby for 7 Senior Club teams
• JAB Rugby for 5 Horouta under 8 teams & 4 

Raukumara under 10 teams
• TAG Rugby for 4 teams including the under 13’s, under 

15’s, under18’s & a Girls Secondary Schools team.

The end of the Club and TAG seasons marks the start of 
our representative programme for the year for:

• Under 13’s
• Under 16’s and
• Heartlands Rugby. 

JAB
We appreciate the support that our JAB grades receive 
from its two principal sponsors, Te Runanga O Ngati 
Porou and the Ingleby Company Ltd.  We have two 
divisions in this competition being Horouta for 8 years 
and under and Raukumara for 10 years and under. Rain 
forced us to delay the start of the competition by a week 
but now we’re well on track for the following JAB and 
TAG programme:

Week 1 10 May Waiapu (Cancelled due to Rain) 
Week 2 17 May Matakaoa 
Week 3 24 May Ruatoria 
Week 4  31 May Tokomaru Bay 
Week 5  7 June Matakaoa 
Week 6  14 June Waiapu 
Week 7  21 June Ruatoria 
Week 8  28 June Tokomaru Bay 
Week 9  5 July  Waiapu 
Week 10  12 July Ruatoria (Senior Semi-finals)
 19 July Ruatoria (Senior Grand-final) 
School Holidays 
Week 1 2 August  Matakaoa 
Week 12 9 August  Tokomaru Bay
Week 13 16 August  Waiapu

Raukumara action has been exciting with Tokomaru Bay 
so far unbeaten. We have 4 teams in this competition from 
Tokomaru Bay, Matakaoa, Waiapu and Hikurangi with 
some outstanding individual performances from Ariana 
Olsen – Clarke and Kimiora Poi  of Waiapu – ka pai. 

2008 Rugby Season

I have two children to a previous 
relationship,
Mataiata Bartlett Moeke (13) and
Eruera Rangi Moeke (8)
They live in Wainuiomata with their 
Mum.

I played one more year for YMP 
managing to win the Lee Brothers 
Shield then took on the role of co-
coach with YMP legend Ron Tamatea 
the following year. From there I was 
asked to coach the Poverty Bay 
Development Side before given 
the opportunity to further my rugby 
coaching skills in a Hurricanes 

Advanced Coaching Course. I spent 
two weekends rubbing shoulders with 
some of the best coaches and rugby 
greats like Alama Ieremia, Blair Larsen, 
Darryl Suasua, Richard Jarmon, Joggie 
Veljoin(SA) and All Black scrum guru 
Mike Cron to name a few.

I coached the Turanga nui a Kiwa 
Colts side in the 2008 Te Tini a Maui 
tournament of which eight players were 
named in the representative side.

I have a greater understanding 
of representative rugby and the 
awareness of the processes needed 

to develop our side into a formidable, 
competitive team.

Since taking on the role of NPEC 
Coach I have committed to it whole-
heartedly and Tia and I have decided to 
move home with our family to Uawa.

With the support of the Union, Tangata 
Whenua and more importantly the 
players I know this is the end of the 
lean years and the start of something 
special.

Kia Ora Koutou

Denzil Moeke

Our Horouta teams are having fun playing touch. We have 
5 teams in this grade  from Matakaoa, Waiapu, Ruatoria, 
Hikurangi and Tokomaru Bay. Our tamariki are enthusiastic 
and show very good basic skills which bodes well for the 
future of rugby on the Coast.

Teenage Grade (TAG)
We again acknowledge Te Runanga O Ngati Porou and the 
Ingleby Company Ltd as our principal TAG rugby sponsors. 
We have 4 teams in this grade including: 

• Under13 Restricted (Under 55 kg team playing in the 
Poverty Bay Open Grade)

• Under 15 Open (Over 65 kg) team
• Under 18 team and
• a Secondary School Girls team.

To provide quality competitive rugby our TAG teams 
compete in the Poverty Bay Rugby Football Unions 
competition. This requires an enormous commitment from 
our players, their families and our community of supporters. 
Players from all areas of our rohe travel for weekly training 
sessions in Ruatoria and, each Saturday the bus starts with 
the first pick up at Potaka at 4 am and carries on to gather 
everyone else at various locations throughout the rohe. 
Eventually they arrive in Gisborne to play and when finished 
they turn around and head home. Where else throughout 
the country is the expression and commitment to rugby so 
great or do we just accept this as a consequence of “living 
at home”?. Na reira tamariki ma, kia kaha koutou.

The Under 13’s first match was on 24 May in the restricted 
grade for a convincing 74 - 15 win over OBM Vipers. As a 
result they were promoted to the open grade and on 31 May 
they soundly beat YMP with Kyle Akuhata scoring 3 tries. 

We have developed quite a reputation in this Under 13’’s 
grade. In 2005,for the first time, we won the MacDonalds 
Under 13’s competition in Gisborne and in  2007 our 
team (which was a restricted team playing in the open 
competition) won both the competition and the MacDonalds 
Cup. We are aiming to match these feats again this year.

The Under 15’s also started with a 54 – 15 convincing win 
over Gisborne Boys High School Red restricted. As a result 
we were promoted to the open grade and had another 
good 37 – 12 win over Gisborne Boys Green open. We have 

Continued on page 4



Our Secondary School Girls play their games on 
Wednesday afternoons in Gisborne. Their first game against 
Gisborne Girls High resulted in a 27 – 59 loss which was 
quite good for a team that had been thrown together without 
any training. Hinemoa Haua was the standout player with 
devastating tackling and defensive work. Relying however 
just on raw talent without training cannot sustain us in real 
games and unfortunately in our second match against 
Lytton High School we were comprehensively beaten. 
Regular weekly training sessions are now intended to 
ensure we are competitive.

a very good Under 15’s team and our goal is to compete 
with distinction in the Hurricanes Under 16’s tournament 
in Wanganui at the end of the season. There, we will be 
up against the best of the best from representative teams 
throughout the Hurricanes franchise area.

Our Under 18’s played their first game against Gisborne 
Boys High Green and did very well considering this was the 
first time that the boys had mustered together. Starting with 
only 13 players they scored two very quick tries leading 12-
0 after 15 minutes. Eventually with only 14 players they tired 
and lost the match 22-15. They are a good team that will feel 
the loss of 3 or 4 of their players who will be leaving to enlist 
in the Army in August. 
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Under18's vs GBH Red.

Scrum time EC Girls in hoops vs GGHS.

EC Girls drinks break.

Tokararangi (Red) vs Ruatoria City.

Continued on page 6

Under 15's vs GBH Green.
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People enter into contracts for 
a variety of different reasons.  
Whether the contract in question 
is for membership at a video store 
or a contract for services valued 
at many thousands of dollars 
there are standard questions that 
parties should ask themselves each 
time they enter into contractual 
arrangements.  Regular Nga Kohinga 
contributor and lawyer James 
Johnston provides 10 tips for 
entering into a contract:

1. Who are you contracting with?
 The parties must be legal entities 

for the contract to be legally 
enforceable.  For example, if you 
are contracting with a company 
is the company registered or 
has it been struck off? If you are 
contracting with a Trust, make 
sure all the Trustees are named, 
on behalf of the Trust, rather than 
the Trust itself.

2. What are you expecting to 
receive from the other party?

 Or, what is expected of you?  
Take time to clearly describe the 
nature of the goods or services 
being supplied.  

3. How important is supplying the 
goods or services on time?

 If it is vital then include a clear 
timeframe and, if the project 
is lengthy, milestones. Also, 
include a clause that “time is of 
the essence.”

4. Do you want to keep an eye 
on the progress of the other 
party?

 What type of monitoring will you 
be undertaking, and how often? 
You may want to keep an eye on 
progress to ensure that work is 
of an acceptable standard.

5. What happens if something 
goes wrong?

 It is sensible to discuss and 
determine the remedies for each 
party in the event that something 
goes wrong (for example, an 
accident to person or property 
on-site) or there is a breach 
(for example, a failure to report 
in the manner agreed).   An 
indemnity provision outlining 

James Johnston is 
Chairman of Partners at

Rainey Collins, Lawyers.
  James invites comments and 

feedback on
jjohnston@raineycollins.co.nz

or PO Box 689, Wellington,
by telephone on 0800 RCW LAW
or visit the Rainey Collins website

www.raineycollins.co.nz.

10 Tips For Contracting
who is responsible for what type 
of event is crucial and should 
expressly include specifically 
foreseeable events.  These will 
depend on the nature of the 
contract.  

6. How will you pay the other 
party? Or, how do you want to 
be paid?

 Put clear parameters around 
method and basis for payment. 
For example, provide that 
payment is expected 20 working 
days following the date of a 
GST invoice and invoices will 
be issued at intervals reflecting 
key milestones in the project (if 
applicable). 

7. Do you want to own the 
intellectual property arising 
from the contract?

 When you pay for something to 
be created the law is on your 
side and generally you will 
own the intellectual property 
in the product or outcome you 
commissioned.  However, the 
creator should consider retaining 
some rights over the intellectual 
property. Given the legal position 
this needs to be negotiated and 
included in the contract.  It pays 
to have a clear understanding 
regarding ultimate ownership 
of intellectual property at the 
outset.  

8. Will confidential information 
be exchanged in the course of 
performing under the contract?

 If so, it pays to outline 
restrictions regarding disclosure, 
use and storage or destruction of 
any such information obtained.  
It is also sensible to expressly 
state that these restrictions live 
on beyond the expiration of the 
contractual arrangement. 

9. How will you deal with a 
dispute between the parties if 
one arises?

 Thinking about and including 
a step-by-step process for 
resolving disputes before 
things get off track ensures 
that the process itself won’t be 
something else to argue about 
when a dispute occurs.

10. Who is going to sign the 
contract?

 Make sure the contract is signed 
correctly or it could be voidable.  
For example, because most 
commercial arrangements can 
be entered into on behalf of a 
company by someone other 
than the Directors themselves, 
it can pay to ensure that you 
are dealing with an authorised 
representative of the company. 
Also, some agreements 
are required by law to be in 
writing and these types of 
agreements must be signed by 
two Directors (if there are two 
or more) unless the Company 
Constitution allows otherwise, 
and if a company has only a 
single Director their signature 
must be witnessed.  If you are 
contracting with a Trust then all, 
not some, Trustees of that Trust 
must sign the contract for it to 
be valid.

Thinking about these issues 
before signing on the dotted line 
can make entering into a contract 
less daunting for you. Of course 
if you are at all unsure about the 
document that you are about to sign 
you should seek professional legal 
advice first.  



AA Rewards Heartlands Competition
The pinnacle of East Coast Rugby is the selection of the 
playing squad, Head Coach and Management team for the 
AA Rewards Heartlands Competition. For the 2008 year 
we welcome Denzil Moeke as Head Coach for our Team, 
a team for which we have high hopes and expectations. 
In the next edition of Nga Kohinga we will provide profiles 
on the new management team and our playing squad 
members. In the meantime we leave with Round 1 details 
of the AA Rewards Heartlands Championship Competition:
 

The 2nd round draw for the top 6 teams for the Meads 
Cup and the remaining 6 teams for the Lochore Cup 
will be confirmed after placings from the 1st round are 
known. The 2nd round semi finals will be on 18 October 
and the finals will be on 25 October.

Referees
Without them where would we be yet on occasions they 
are subject to all sorts of bad mouthing from players 
and the public.  We are all great armchair critics of the 
game but our unreserved support and thanks go to our 
referees for their commitment and perseverance. Daryl 
Goldsmith is our Convenor who manages our regular 
“Ref’s” who include himself, Atene Karauria and Dallas 
Bond.

Rugby Development Officer and
Rugby Administration in Schools
Atene Karauria has been appointed as RDO and Matt 

Richards has been appointed as RAIS for our Union. 
Both appointments are for 6 months and the titles of their 
positions adequately describe their roles for us. 

Club Rugby
We’ve already gone past the 1st round with Hikurangi 
unbeaten and clear winners of the Keelan Trophy. 
Unfortunately the lack of player numbers saw Tokomaru Bay 
United default the last 3 matches of the 1st round though 
sufficient players are now available to ensure their continued 
participation. The 2nd round therefore started with some 
confusion and some games not played will most likely be 
rescheduled to a future date. There have been some close 
match ups in the 2nd round particularly between Ruatoria 
City, Hicks Bay and Tokararangi. Waiapu have also had 
close matches loosing to Hicks Bay and Uawa.

Dependant upon rescheduling dates for some games we 
have planned for the Club semi finals to be on 12 July and 
for the finals to be on 19 July 2008.

Representative Rugby
The end of the TAG season on 16 August 2008 and the 
Club season on 19 July 2008 signals the start of our 
representative programmes for the year:

• The Under 13’s MacDonalds tournament is to be 
held in Gisborne from 14 to 16 July

• The Under 16’s tournament is to be held 
against:
- Te Aute, Hato Paora, Gisborne Boys High 

School Colts at Ruatoria on 13 September
- Poverty Bay at home on 20 September.
- Horowhenua Kapiti at Wanganui on 29  

September
- Wairarapa Bush at Wanganui on 30 

September
- Pool 1 v Pool 2 at Wanganui on 2 October.

No doubt our teams will represent us with pride and 
distinction. In the next edition of Nga Kohinga we 
will identify all playing squads, their coaches and 
management teams.
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Points for the 1st round were for:

Team Won Lost Draw Bonus For Against Points

Hikurangi 6 0 0 3 176 47 27

Tokararangi 4 2 0 2 140 132 19

Uawa 4 2 0 3 94 92 19

Hicks Bay 3 2 1 3 100 86 17

Waiapu 2 4 0 3 123 86 11

Ruatoria City 1 5 0 3 84 235 7

Tokomaru Bay 0 5 1 0 36 92 2

• Wanganui at Wanganui
 on 23 August 
• King Country at Taupo
 on 30 August 
• Thames Valley at Ruatoria  
 on 6 September
• Mid Canterbury at Timaru  
 on 13 September
• Poverty Bay at Ruatoria
 on 20 September
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In our multicultural global age respect and understanding 
between people, cultures and communities is the thing of 
greatest value. The journey towards establishing respect 
and understanding however, remains a complicated journey 
fraught with hard work, high emotion, great excitement and 
much learning. The wharenui Ruatepupuke II (originally 
from Tokomaru Bay) that resides on permanent display at 
the Field Museum in Chicago has borne witness to many 
such journeys and in May it played an integral part of an 
international art project called Close Encounters. 

The aim of Close Encounters was to bring eight artists 
from Aotearoa and the United States together to discuss 
how art and community relate to each other. To initiate 
these discussions the Close Encounters group spent 
one day visiting a number of diverse communities within 
the expansive urban environment of Chicago.  These 
experiences were then accompanied by a hui held within 
Ruatepupuke II. The aim of the hui was to discuss how 
place, art, and community intersect. Ruatepupuke II 
itself gave the artists a striking example of how art and 
community can operate within a physical space.  
The project was instigated by myself (an independent art 
curator and fifth generation Pakeha) and Chuck Thurow, 

Executive Director of the Hyde Park Art Center in Chicago. 
The inspiration for Close Encounters came from the April 
2007 visit to Chicago’s Field Museum by a delegation 
from Te Whanau A Ruataupare who, among other 
matters, discussed the museum’s ownership and display 
of Ruatepupuke II. The outcomes of those discussions 
between Te Whanau A Ruataupare and the Field 
Museum was that Ruatepupuke II is to be a functional 
marae for the people of Chicago. As curators we saw a 
unique opportunity to hold a discussion between artists 
that was not governed by Western traditions. We then 
sought approval and guidance from both Te Whanau A 
Ruataupare and the Field Museum to hold the event. 

The four New Zealand artists included in the Close 
Encounters project were Daniel du Bern (Pakeha), 
Maddie Leach (Pakeha), Lisa Reihana (Nga Puhi, 
Ngati Hine, Ngai Tu) and Wayne Youle (Ngapuhi, Ngati 
Whakaeke, Ngati Pakeha).  They were joined by Arapata 
Hakiwai, the Director, Matauranga Maori, at Museum of 
New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, and Gisborne-based 
Eru Wharehinga, from Te Whanau A Ruataupere who 
gave cultural guidence in organising the event.  

The Close Encounters project began with a powhiri 
at Ruatepupuke II.  To honour the significance of the 
indigenous people of Chicago, Te Whanau A Ruataupare 
agreed that Chicago’s American Indian Center should 
act as tangatawhenua for Ruatepupuke II.  As a result, 

the powhiri wove strands of both Maori and Native 
American culture together. The Karanga was shared 
between Coral Crawford (of Ngati Porou and has 
been living in the US for the last 7 years) and Mavis 
“Moneeka” Neconish (of the Menominee Nation, 
and an American Indian Center of Chicago Board 
member). Skip Sandman (a respected Ojibwe 
medicine man based in Minnesota) began the 
whaikorero with ceremonial peace pipe smoke and 
a moving speech supported by drumming and jingle 
dress dancers.  This was followed with whaikorero by 
Arapata Hakiwai supported with a waiata by Coral, 
Eru and Conrad White (of Te Whanau A Ruataupare 
decent who has been based in Chicago for the last 5 
years). Joe Podlasek (Director of the American Indian 
Center) gave the final whaikorero. For the manuhiri, 
participating New Zealand artist Lisa Reihana  gave 
the karanga. The whaikorero began with a speech 

by co-curator and Hyde Park Art Center Director Chuck 
Thurow, then by participating artist Truman Lowe (a 
Native American of Ho-Chunk descent).  I gave the final 
speech. We also sang waiata supported by Hawai’ian 
performer Lanialoha Lee on the ukulele. The powhiri was 
a significant and emotionally moving event for both us 

Ruatepupuke II Inspires Artists 

A short history of 
Ruatepupuke II:
Ruatepupuke II is an amazingly carved 19th century 
wharenui that was created by the ancestors of Te 
Whanau A Ruataupare (from Tokomaru Bay) in the 
honour of Ruatepupuke who according to legend 
brought the art of woodcarving into the human world. 
It is believed that Ruatepupuke II was sold to a Maori 
curio dealer and later owned by an ethnographic 
dealer in Germany.  Ruatepupuke II was then sold to 
Chicago’s Field Museum in 1905. After discussions 
and collaboration between Te Whanau A Ruataupare 
and the Field Museum in the 1980s and early 1990s, 
Ruatepupuke II underwent major refurbishment and is 
now a functioning urban marae within Chicago.
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as manuhiri and for the tangatawhenua 
who welcomed us onto the marae. 

That evening the American Indian Center 
held a large powwow to honour the visit 
of Eru and Arapata and to welcome the 
Close Encounters group to Chicago. 
The following day the Close Encounters 
group were taken on a tour of the City 
of Chicago and its various and diverse 
communities.  The communities visited 
ranged from skateboarders and urban 
bee-keepers to Puerto Rican barbers 
and community developers.  These 
community experiences served the basis 
of the hui discussions about culture, 
traditions and community the following 
day. Sitting within such a sacred 
wharenui and following the tikanga 
and kawa for Ruatepupuke II was an 
inspiring experience for the artists. The 
uniqueness of the hui helped draw out 
the complicated issues that face cultures 
and communities today. 

The artists will be creating projects 
inspired by the outcomes of the 
hui discussions and community 
experiences. The Close Encounters 
project concludes in 2009 with an 
exhibition of artwork by the eight artists, 
to be shown in Chicago at the Hyde 
Park Art Center. This initial phase of the 
Close Encounters project was supported 
by Creative New Zealand and the State 
of Illinois Arts Council. 

Bruce E. Phillips
Co-curator of the
Close Encounters project

It is being promoted as a showcase of works by artists 
from all over the country but really, it is more like 
Tairawhiti on tour.  The exhibition that opens in Wellington 
next week features work by 17 Maori artists, most from 
the Gisborne region.

That’s not suprising…Auahi Kore Bloodlines has been 
put together by former artists Kaaterina and Tai Kerekere, 
both of whom are now based in the capital.

And, they say, the whole thing is about “keeping our 
bloodlines strong”.

Designed to coincide with this month’s Matariki, the Maori 
New Year, the exhibition brings together a range of media 
including painting, weaving, carving and ta moko (tattoo).

Among the exhibiting artists are Phil Berry, Walter Dewes, 
Hugh Greening, Olivia Hall, Kaaterina Kerekere, Tai 
Kerekere, Henare Tahuri, Tawera Tahuri, Kylie Tiuka, Mike 
Tapaea, Simon Lardelli, Jack Brooking, Mahea Tupara, 
Joni Brooking, Nick Tupara, Mark Kopua and John 
Moetara.

“It’s about taking a glance at the indigenous culture of 
this land,” Tai Kerekere says.  “It’s a place where viewers 
can experience Maori art in a relaxing and positive 
environment.”

It won’t just be casual audiences who view the work.  The 
co-curators have opened the show to youth educators, and 
it is anticipated that more than 400 young people will go 
through the gallery to learn about art, as well as associated 
culture and health issues.

Tai Kerekere says the opportunity to show young people 
that there can be a career in the arts for them, if they want it, 
is the most satisfying part of the exhibition.

“We’re immensely proud to have such high-calibre artwork 
on show for the public, and for all the school students who 
will be passing through our doors.”

Auahi Kore Bloodlines will be on at waterfront Wellington 
venue the Academy of Fine Arts from June 12 until June 29.

Courtesy of Gisborne Herald

Tairawhiti art taken on tour



Otago University. I will be co-ordinating 
the Gout Research project on behalf 
of Ngati Porou Hauora and Otago 
University.  
 
“Look out for papas toe!”
“Wheres koro’s special slipper?”
“Shouldn’t have eaten all those kinas!”
“Get me my gout medicine!”

Do any of these sound familiar?   An 
exciting opportunity is finally here for 
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It is with pleasure that Ngati Porou 
Hauora announce the 2008 Hikurangi 
Community Clinics Trust (HCCT) 
scholarship recipients.  The caliber of 
applicants was again very high and two 
scholarships of $2000 were awarded 
to George Mita of Gisborne and Ripeka 
Poi of Rangitukia.  

George Mita
Ko Pukehäpopo te maunga
Ko Waiomoko te awa
Ko Ngati Kanohi te hapu

Young, up and coming Ngati Porou
health professionals

Ko Ngati Porou te iwi
Ko Hori Mita ahau.

In 2007, I graduated with Bachelor of 
Health Science from the University of 
Auckland.  Currently I am studying 
a Postgraduate Diploma in Public 
Health at the University of Otago.  My 
future aspirations are to gain entry 
into Medicine or to continue working 
towards a Masters of Public Health 
majoring in Maori Health.
Nga mihi nui ki nga Rangatira o Ngati 
Porou Hauora mo te koha hei tautoko i 
ahau i tenei tau i te Whare Wananga o 
Otakou.    

Ripeka Poi
Ripeka is a 2nd year Bachelor of 
Health Science student at Auckland 
University of Technology majoring 
in Physiotherapy. Of Te Whanau a 
Takimoana and from Ohinewaiapu 
Marae, Ripeka went to Pae o te Riri 
School in Tikitiki and Ngata Memorial 
College.

“I would like to do some post graduate 
study in sports medicine and maybe 
acupuncture. My particular interest is in 

Ko Whetumatarau te maunga  

Ko Karakatuwhero te awa
Ko Hinerupe te marae
Ko Te Whanau a Tuwhakairiora te hapu
Ko Ngati Porou te iwi   
 
Ko Papatu te maunga
Ko Te Arai te awa
Ko Ohako te marae
Ko Ngati Maru me Ngati Ruapani nga 
hapu
Ko Rongowhakaata te iwi
 
Ko Tom raua ko Jacque oku matua
Ko Ria Akuhata toku ingoa.

My name is Ria Akuhata and I have 
been working for Ngati Porou Hauora 
for the last four years as a practice 
nurse at Puhi Kaiti and as the primary 
mental health nurse at Pumau House 
in Kaiti. 

I have recently been appointed the 
Gout Research Nurse. You may recall 
previous visits to the Coast from Drs 
Jade Hollis-Moffat and Tony Merriman 
who are medical researchers from 

Gout research project appoints research nurse
Ngati Porou whanau to contribute to 
research that could possibly provide 
answers for the severe pain and 
disability that gout can cause.  Everyone 
has their own way of managing and 
coping with severe gout attacks and it 
is these stories that are vital in learning 
more about how to manage gout as well 
as learning about alternative methods 
that may help in preventing and 
managing gout. 

Evidence suggests that gout is a 
consequence of both lifestyle and 
individuals genetic make up, therefore 
genes and lifestyle factors will be 
studied to identify the underlying causes 
of gout.

NPH patients who suffer from gout 
may soon be contacted by myself or 
their clinic in the near future. If you 
would like to participate in this project, 
please talk to your Ngati Porou Hauora 
nurse or GP. Should you have any 
questions or suggestions please do 
not hesitate to contact me directly on 
(06) 863 2890 extn 1 or by email
ria.akuhata@nph.org.nz

sports physiotherapy. On completion 
of my studies I would like to return 
to the Tairawhiti, firstly to Gisborne 
to gain experience through working 
alongside other physiotherapists, and, 
medical and health practitioners.  This 
would also give me the experience of 
working with and treating patients with 
wide ranges of health problems, from 
cardio respiratory patients to athletes 
with musculoskeletal injuries. With my 
experiences gained, I would eventually 
like to return to the East Coast.”

Ngati Porou Hauora would like to 
congratulate both George and Ripeka 
and look forward to their contribution to 
the Ngati Porou community in the near 
future.
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Georgina Paerata finished work at Te Whare Hauora 
o Ngati Porou in Te Puia Springs on Friday April 18 
2008 after 40 years of nursing and working in health 
on the East Coast. And it was a busy day right till 
the end – she was finishing up audits, completing 
a final tidying up her office, signing timesheets, 
playing the piano and having a sing a long with the 
Nanny’s and Papa’s in the ward, guest of honour at 
her farewell lunch from the NPH staff and attended 
the Ngati Porou Hauora Board farewell dinner at 
Pakirikiri Marae with tributes from members of the 
community, stake holders and also the Minister of 
Maori Affairs Hon. Parekura Horomia.

Georgina (nee Boynton), is of Tuhoe and 
Rongomaiwahine descent.  From a family of 10 
girls and four boys in her immediate family, 7 girls 
became nurses of which 4 were qualified nurses. 
She completed her training at the Whakatane 
Nursing School in 1966 and started at Te Puia 
Hospital in 1968 when it was managed by the 
Waiapu Hospital Board. She witnessed a huge 
number of changes in the health system over the forty 
years and held a range of nursing positions i.e Staff Nurse, 
Charge Nurse in the General Ward under Matron Mabel 
Kewene, Theatre Sister, along side Dr G.A. Delatour, Matron, 
and later Principal Nurse. Georgina held management 
positions within Ngati Porou Hauora over the past 11 years 
that included Primary Health Manager and her last role that 

of Hospital Services Manager. A career highlight for her was 
in 2007 when she attended the World Health Organisation 
High level meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia along with 2 
other Maori.

Georgina says of her career in Ngati Porou, “I feel privileged 
to be adopted by Ngati Porou and acknowledge all the kuia 
and koroua who have been my mentors. Not to mention 
my whanau of health workers- the cleaners, kitchen staff, 
maintenance and wider community who have contributed to 
the tapestry of my life.”

“Less than best is just not good enough”, Georgina is 
famous for her exceptionally high standards of care and 
manaakitanga. She always ensured patients and their 
whanau were taken care of and felt comfortable. As well, 
everything had to be spotless and “just right”- and in the 
early days of formal nursing attire, many would remember 
the flowing capes, stiff veils and impeccably starched 
uniforms. She was passionate about ensuring health 
services were affordable, accessible appropriate and that 
everyone knew the hospital was a safe and comforting 
place to come to.

Nga mihi nui ki a Georgina me tona kaha hapai i te hauora o 
Ngati Porou whanui. Kia tau nga manaakitanga ki runga ki a 
korua ko to hoa rangatira a Boysie.

Georgina Paerata celebrated for her 40 years 
of service to the Ngati Porou community

The Board of Ngati Porou Hauora would also like to 
announce a new scholarship honoring Georgina Paerata 
and her 40 year long contribution to Ngati Porou health.  At 
Georgina’s farewell held on April 18 2008 at Te Whare Hauora 
o Ngati Porou Dr Julia Carr (one behalf of herself and Dr 
Don Matheson) provided a generous koha to establish this 
scholarship, and NPH are at present seeking further funding 
to ensure its continuation on an annual basis.  

The purpose of the scholarship is to support rurally 
based NPH nurses to contribute to improving the 
quality of primary, secondary or palliative care. 
Scholarship recipients will reflect the same high 
standard of service that Georgina embodied including 
exceptional standards of compassion, kindness and 
professionalism and outstanding service to the Ngati 
Porou community.

Georgina Paerata Nursing Scholarship 

Georgina and husband Te Rawhiti (Boysie) at her farewell dinner at 
Pakirikiri Marae. 

Farewelled from the Nanny’s and Papa’s in the ward.
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Historical Treaty claims
closing date: 1 September 2008

The Treaty of Waitangi Amendment Act introduced a closing date of 1 September 2008 for the 
submission of historical Treaty claims to the Waitangi Tribunal. 

A closing date for submitting historical Treaty claims to the Waitangi Tribunal will give Mäori claimant 
groups, the Waitangi Tribunal, Government, and all New Zealanders greater certainty of knowing 
exactly how many historical claims remain to be heard. 

Important facts to remember for 1 September 2008:  
•  A historical Treaty claim is defined as any claim relating to an act or omission of the Crown which 
occurred before 21 September 1992. 

•  All historical claims already registered with the Tribunal will not be affected by this change. 

•  All historical claims submitted on or before 1 September 2008 can be amended or changed 
in any way after 1 September 2008. 

•  Contemporary claims that contain no historical grievance cannot be amended or changed after 
1 September 2008 to include historical grievances. 

So remember, all historical claims must be submitted to the Waitangi Tribunal 
on or before 1 September 2008. 

For more information about how to make a claim to the Waitangi Tribunal, visit 
www.waitangi-tribunal.govt.nz or contact the Waitangi Tribunal: Level 2, Fujitsu Tower, 
141 The Terrace, PO Box 5022, Wellington. Ph (04) 914 3000 or Fax (04) 914 3001. 

For more information about the Treaty of Waitangi 
Amendment Act 2006 email your query to: 
TOWAAmendment2006@tpk.govt.nz or contact: 
Te Puni Kökiri, PO Box 3943 Wellington. 
Ph (04) 819 6055 or Fax (04) 819 6297



regular monthly hui. We discussed strategies to 
enhance the wellbeing of our men and decided on 
two strategies:

1) Men’s night’s (kai & korero): Education and 
awareness to prevent and manage health and other 
issues;

2) Men’s mahi kai activities: “This will put kai on the 
table, its practical, educational and a sustainable 
approach for future generations” was a key theme 
from the men.  

We have recently completed two Mana Tane Kai & 
Korero nights in Ruatoria and Waiapu. This is an 
opportunity for the community to give N&H some 
feedback as to what they would like to do. We will 
extend to other communities in the near future 
– watch this space!
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Ngati Porou men are Ngati and Healthy

Over the last year Ngati and Healthy (N&H) 
has been making steps to enhance the overall 
wellbeing of Ngati Porou men. 

Te Puni Kokiri has been assisting N&H to better 
engage men as they weren’t well represented in 
N&H community programmes.

The first step was to review national, local and 
internal (NPH) men’s research and look for 
common trends. It was found that:
• Many Maori men tend to avoid or delay 

accessing healthcare;
• Many Maori men were fit and healthy when 

young but gained weight when older due to 
becoming less active.

In June 2007 N&H undertook a Men’s Physical 
Activity Survey and left it available to men in 
all NPH clinics for 4 weeks. A total of 211 men 

participated. The main aim was to find out what physical 
activity they were currently doing. From the responses 
they recommended they were most keen to do mahi kai 
activities like fishing, hunting, diving and gardening. 

N&H then ran three pilot mahi kai activities - eeling, 
fishing/diving, and pig hunting. This was important 
because it allowed us to find out more about structuring 
the activity, using feedback from leaders and participants, 
identifying potential learning’s, safety issues and 
determining what resources are required. 

We also organised focus groups in each community 
which enabled N&H to deepen our understanding of the 
results found in the survey. 

A Mana Tane Collective was established by bringing 
representatives from each community together to have 

NGATI  POROU  HAUORA



In 1984 he played a leading role, 
together with his friends Eru Pomare and 
Mason Durie, in the Hui Whakaoranga. 
The former Director General of Health 
described this as the most important 
Maori health initiative since the days of 
Apirana Ngata and Peter Buck.

Since then, Pat Ngata has continued to 
play a leading role in community health. 
He served as Director of the Midland 
Regional Health Authority (1991-
1995). He helped to found Ngati Porou 
Hauora, and Te Ora, the Maori General 
Practitioners Group. He has ensured 
that Te Ora maintains a Maori heart to 
balance its professional and academic 
interests. Te Ora acknowledged 
his contribution to Maori Health 
Development with their Marire Goodall 
Award (1997). Ngati Porou Hauora gave 
him an Achievement Award (2000). In 
2000, the Public Health Association 
made him their Champion for services 
to Maori, Community and Public Health 
- he is one of only two Maori people to 
be so honoured.

Pat Ngata has also contributed greatly 
to medical education in New Zealand. 
That began early, in the 1980s, when 
the present Vice-Chancellor, then a 
young Professor, engaged him to inject 
a Maori component into the training 
of doctors, something that was then 
sadly lacking. Since then, he has been 
a good friend to the Wellington Clinical 
School. Every year Wellington medical 
students visit him on the East Coast. He 
encourages young Maori people into 
the health professions, and Ngati Porou 
Hauora provides scholarships to help 
support them. Since last year he has 
been the Advanced Vocational Training 

Paratene Ngata was born in 1946. As 
you have heard from Professor Ka’ai, he 
came from a famous family. His great 
grand uncle was Sir Apirana Ngata, 
one of the three great Maori leaders of 
the first half of the last century. Apirana 
Ngata was the first Maori to complete a 
degree at a New Zealand university - a 
BA in Political Science at Canterbury 
College in 1893.

In 1965 Pat Ngata followed in the 
footsteps of his great uncle, and came 
south to study - not Political Science 
at Canterbury, but Medicine at Otago. 
It is fair to say that he did not find this 
easy. Dunedin was cold. Dunedin 
was a long way from his people. And 
though Pat Ngata was, and still is, a 
wonderful talker, written three-hour 
medical examinations were not such 
a strong point. Still, he won through, 
and graduated in 1970. Who would 
have imagined, back then, that he was 
destined to become such an influential 
figure? 
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Georgina Paerata, Dr Pat & Dianne 
Gibson at the conferment of Honorary 
Doctor of Laws by Otago University to 
Dr Pat. His other quals are MB ChB. 
DipComH (Otago) DibObst (Auck) 
FRNZCGP.

Paratene Ngata
Oration given by Professor Alan Musgrave

Co-ordinator for the College of General 
Practitioners, of which he is a Fellow. 
A few years ago, Pat Ngata tried to retire 
from doctoring. It did not work. He is 
still a General Practitioner in Tolaga Bay 
and advisor to Ngati Porou Hauora. His 
feet remain firmly on the ground, with 
his family and with his people. Standing 
on that solid ground, he has become an 
“inspirational figure, the leading figure in 
the field of Maori Health”.
Chancellor, I have the honour to present 
for graduation in the degree of Doctor of 
Laws honoris causa. Paratene Ngata. 

After graduation, Pat worked as a 
House Surgeon at Wanganui Hospital, 
and at the National Women’s Hospital 
in Auckland, where he completed a 
Diploma in Obstetrics in 1974. There 
followed ten years as a General 
Practitioner in Opunake and Whakatane. 
Then his growing interest in public 
health issues affecting Maori took him 
to Wellington, where he completed a 
Diploma in Community Health in 1983 
and worked in the Department of Health 
as a Medical Officer.

Tributes to Dr Pat Ngata
Many years ago I suffered digestive 
problems - thought to be a peptic 
ulcer. Dr Pat treated me with new 
medication and it was such a relief.  
Some years later I was off color and 
visited again to say it had “come 
back”.  I was chatting away not 
realising he was shaking some gadget 
in his hand. He stopped with a smile 
across his face and said ‘Oh Kui its 
positive’..........”What is”? I asked.  
“You are hapu”.............WHAT!!!!!!!  
Needless to say that child grew up and 
knows the difference between a peptic 
and pepi. He will become a father later 
this year.....Thanks Pat, ka nui te aroha.

In thanking Dr Pat on behalf of the 
community at a local forum, the 
Minister of Maori Affairs conceeded 
that he was a failure as a patient . Dr 
Pat suggested that the Minister had 
lengthy advice but still no weight loss.

The Minister told the gathering that Dr 
Pat told him that he had never had a 
days sick leave in his career and he 
would now take it all at once!
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Nga Rama e Whitu: seven bright lights is an exhibition about 
to open at the Tairawhiti Museum on June 6th, 2008, featuring 
seven Maori creative sector entrepreneurs with whakapapa 
links to the Tairawhiti.  The exhibition focuses on both the 
potential of the sector as a means of positive employment, 
as well as the individual journeys of those seven Maori 
owned businesses.  Exhibition curator and Creative Tairawhiti 
facilitator Tania Short explains,  “The aim was to keep it real.  I 
wanted audiences to know that getting into creative business 
is do-able.  To learn about what it might take to achieve our 
dreams, but to also get these businesses to come clean about 
the pitfalls. It would be awesome to see more local talent 
out there and doing it, and this exhibition celebrates just a 
snapshot of our successes to date.”

Aimed at Rangatahi, this exhibition is slightly different to the 
usual paintings and sculptures - for a start there are three 
television sets, a 25 minute long digital story projected onto a 
gallery wall, and an IMac computer running a sony playstation 
game that rangatahi (and any keen parents) are invited to take 
for a test run.  Statistics show that gaming is now the most 
financially rewarding sector of the entertainment industry with 
sales of Grand Theft Auto 4 outstripping earnings of all others, 
including film.  The gaming industry is very much in its infancy 
in Aotearoa, and at the forefront is Maori owned business 
Metia Interactive.  Maru Nihoniho, Metia Director and gaming 
fan turned game designer, is coming to Gisborne in support 
of the show (June 7th 12pm) to talk about her experiences 
developing CUBE and selling it to Playstation.  

Gisborne based video artist Joanne Tito, interviewed the 
seven bright lights and has created seven 5 minute films 
about each of them, featuring a mixture of interview footage, 
audio overdubbing, music, photo’s and images.  Known 
as digital storytelling, it is a skill Jo learned from a visiting 
American Indian delegation two years ago and a tool she says 
is being used in communities internationally, empowering 
them to take charge of telling their own stories in an authentic 
voice.  

Another highlight of the show are the interview excerpts 
and the digital story about artist Mark Kopua, who has been 
supporting his whanau with his art since about 1981/82 
when he began working as a full time carver.  This extract 
from Marks interview talks about early success in business 
for Maori. “Our traditional Maori social system was quite 
a complex system. But it was pragmatic, in the sense 
that it could change dependent on the environment.  So 
when the (Pakeha) businesses started to arrive here, the 
pragmatic side of it meant that whanau could adapt, and 

the systematic side of it meant that they could work through 
the business systems to make things work.  In the earlier 
European contact and settlement period where there was 
huge opportunities, Maori were cutting edge and quite big 
in terms of the industries they were involved with.  So at that 
time, you had leading businesses that were Maori, largely 
because of the labour force.  Why I say that I am advantaged 
in terms of my speaking in a dual language is that what was 
failing earlier settler businesses at that time was the inability 
to communicate with the local labour force.  I think that was 
part of the whole thing.  That kind of highlights to me that 
communications in a business is very important.”

A short run of booklets has been produced in support 
of the show.  Included in the booklets are extracts from 
the conversations held with the seven featured creative 
businesses along with information about Creative 
Tairawhiti’s Business of Being an Artist workshops, 
resources designed to support those thinking of getting 
into business and a local creative industries database.  
These books will be available at the Museum on a first in 
first served basis.  The exhibition also features the work 
of Maraki Parata of Mauriora Productions for the film and 
television sector, Maakarita Paku of Tribal Fibres for fashion, 
Jack Gray Dance for contemporary dance theatre, Desna 
Whaanga-Schollum of 360° for graphic design and Zero T 
representing the music sector.

Creative Tairawhiti worked in collaboration with Te Puni 
Kokiri Tairawhiti to develop this show which we hope as 
many people in the rohe will get to see as can make it.  Nga 
Rama e Whitu is also generously supported by Poutama 
Business Trust and Kahui Legal, with thanks to the Tairawhiti 
Museum, Turanga Ararau and DTR Gisborne.

Nga Rama e Whitu 
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Northland Labour list MP Shane Jones says Corporal Willie 
Apiata VC is a role model for all youth in Aotearoa after the 
humble hero was welcomed back by the Ngapuhi in a moving 
and emotional ceremony on the Waitangi Treaty Grounds.
 
“Ngapuhi and the Northland have long looked forward to 
him coming home to his Oromahoe Marae (near Kerikeri) for 
obvious reasons. He is a modern-day hero, he replaces the 
great Kauri Sir Edmund Hillary and Sir Peter Blake as role 
model not just for the Northland but for all youth in Aotearoa,” 
Mr Jones said.

“Willie embodies the duty and obligation which represents the 
best of New Zealand, our patriotism and our sense of nation; I 
was deeply moved to be there at Waitangi today when he was 
returned to the Ngapuhi by the Te Whanau a Apanui and the 
Ngati Porou (East Coast).”

Corporal Apiata VC told the gathering of 3,000 he was 
touched to be received so warmly by his Ngapuhi Whanau.

“I have come home to these lands as a warrior, a soldier and 
a humble man. The most important thing in life is the people, 
the people, the people,” he said.

Apiata a role model for Aotearoa
youth says Jones

Willie Apiata VC speaks to the crowd as Sir Graham, Shane 
Jones, Hone Harawira and Kingi Taurua look on at Waitangi.

Mr Jones also paid tribute to the gathering of veterans, 
including survivors of the 28th Maori Battalion, telling them 
they and Corporal Apiata VC were the role models the 
youth needed today.

“You have set a great example through your deeds. You 
are a reminder that we must teach our children well for the 
future,” he said.

“We must also teach our children purpose, obligation and 
comradeship because you Willie have shown the great 
value of such attributes.

“Today our youth are crying out for role models and; 
having a living legend, the Tane Mahuta of our time in our 
midst means they have something and someone for our 
youth to inspire them. 

“Willie Apiata reminds us all that we are proud to be New 
Zealanders, that our sense of patriotism and nation hasn’t 
been lost and that we know where we belong and we know 
our Turangawaewae.”

Taitokerau youth do the haka as Sir Graham Latimer presents 
Wilie Apiata VC a Tahaia.

Shane Jones welcomes Api Mahuika of Ngati Porou to 
Waitangi.

Shane Jones and Sir Graham Latimer at the welcome 
ceremony for corporal Willie Apiata VC.
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  As part of their vision for the future, Radio Ngati Porou
 (RNP) is providing the opportunity for staff members and
 local youngsters to look into a career in journalism. 

Staff members Mary-Jeane Waerehu, Darylene Rogers 
and Heni Tawhiwhirangi(manager) will complete the 
Diploma in Bi-Cultural journalism through the Waiariki 
Polytechnic as part of the training initiative set up by the 
federation of Maori Radio Stations, Te Whakaruruhau o 
nga Reo Irirangi Maori.

Two local primary school students attended the first 
session held at Radio Ngati Porou and were invited to join 
in after hearing about their involvement with film and the 
media. Taylor Haenga (11 years) and Raukura Misimake 
(11 years) are year 7 students at Hiruharama School. 
Taylor said “it’s cool to be out of school, but it’s also cool 
to learn about journalism. I like the paragraph arranging 
exercises and news reading” when asked what he wants 
to be when he grows up he said “I’m still not sure what I 
want to be, but journalism is interesting”. Raukura on the 
other hand is determined to be an actress and said “the 
news reading is good practice for the script reading that I 
will need to do as an actress”.

Mary Jeane is the programme director at RNP and said 
“having these kids involved with the training is inspiring” 
adding “they are so confident and outspoken; it would be 
great to see them develop into journalists in the future”.

Waiariki Polytechnic tutor Dave Kiel will make regular trips 
to Ruatoria to conduct training sessions for the diploma.

Radio Ngati Porou paving a
career in journalism

Native American and Maori live
    a world apart but according 
to Dr. Patty Loew, a woman of 
the Ojibwe tribe, Wisconsin, our 
similarities are astounding.
In an interview on Radio Ngati 
Porou (RNP) she spoke about 
the similar land ethic that we 
share, stating “your land issues 
are our land issues and are so 
similar to matters we face back 
home”. She also saw similarities 
in our traditions and admired the 
cultural rejuvenation that Maori 
are experiencing.

She was invited to New Zealand 
by the Wairoa Maori Film Festival 
committee for her film “Way of 
the Warrior” this documentary 
explores what it was like to 
be an Indian soldier, noting 
that Native Americans often 
were singled out for the most 
dangerous assignments due to 
the stereotypes of possessing 
an innate sense of direction or 
superior hearing and eyesight. 
  As a result, Native Americans often 
suffered higher injury and casualty 
rates.

Patty was escorted through the 
coast by Taina McGreggor who 
took her to local Marae to see how 
Maori communities live. While at 
RNP she spoke of her people and 

“Similarities astound me”
Native American woman visits Ruatoria

the struggles that they face 
in the US, she says “we have 
564 tribes with 300 language 
stocks which makes it difficult” 
despite this she says her people 
are determined to pursue and 
uphold their cultural traditions. 
Patty works within the education 
sector as an associate professor 
in the Department of Life 
Science Communication at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
She also works as a producer for 
WHA-TV (PBS) and co-host of ‘In 
Wisconsin’, a weekly news and 
public affairs program that airs 
statewide on Wisconsin Public 
Television.

Pat was interested to learn about 
the formation of the Iwi radio 
confederation - “Whakaruruhau 
o Nga Reo Irirangi” during her 
talks with RNP Manager. Pat 
spoke about the native amercian 
media broadcast network and 
invited RNP to attend the Native 

Indian equivalent conference that will 
be held in Alberquee in 2009.  RNP 
Manager will liase with Pat and extend 
the invite to the Iwi Radio network.
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Families gathered in Ruatoria on Queen’s birthday Monday 
to celebrate the arrival of the star cluster Matariki and the 
Maori New Year.
‘Whanau’ and ‘sharing’ were the themes behind the festival 
and a crowd of around 1000 people gathered to enjoy 
music, food and an army display at the Nga Puawaitanga o 
Ruatoria park. 
Entertainment was provided by both local and out of town 
bands with a music mix that suited all age groups; children 
also enjoyed their own activities with a bouncy castle and 
games.

Local band Ahi Kaa opened the day with a mix of classic 
hits reminiscent of days gone by, hits like ‘In the ghetto’ and 
‘Armageddon’ rang out of the town’s park to draw a large 
crowd. 
They were followed by local combination ‘3 packets of 
twisties and a bottle of coke’; local man Cody Sullivan-
Patterson headed the group with his outstanding talent on 
the electric guitar.
Gisborne based band Skankamelia followed to show the 
locals their original compositions. With a reggae/surf sound 
they got the blood pumping with upbeat and summertime 
music which reflected the beautiful day perfectly.
Last on stage were regulars to the Matariki festival ‘Tribal 
conenxions’ of Opotiki who again wowed the crowd with 
their covers of familiar classics such as ‘small axe’ and 
‘who the cap fits’. The three Pirihi brothers got the crowd 
pumping and were an excellent way to end the day.

The NZ Army (territorial division) was 
there with their display of artillery and 
equipment. A highlight of the day was the 
display of ‘actual combat advancement’; 
firing blanks and using smoke flares they 
provided a realistic account of combat 
that both amazed and enticed locals to 
join the territorials. 

The festival was once again a success 
and followed on from the festival held last 
year in Rangitukia. Event co-ordinator 
Paora Brooking of Te Runanga o Ngati 
Porou said “celebrating Matariki together 
as a whanau is what the day was all 
about”. Mr. Brooking parted with a 
promise that Matariki would soon be held 
at a town near you & added “the more 

Matariki 2008

people who take part in and celebrate Matariki the better 
it will be” he encouraged local people to take a stand and 
organize similar events for their communities.

About Matariki;
Matariki is signaled by the rising of the new moon in June 
and is the star cluster also known as Pleiades which can be 
seen in the North-Eastern sky. 
Traditionally, depending on the visibility of Matariki, the 
coming season’s crop was thought to be determined. The 
brighter the stars indicated the warmer the season would 
be and thus a more productive crop. It was also seen as an 
important time for family to gather and reflect on the past 
and the future.

Pirihi brothers - “Tribal Conexions”.

Local band “Ahi Kaa”.
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Cody Sullivan Patterson from the band ‘The packets of 
twisties & a bottle of coke’.

Local band ‘3 packets of twisties & a bottle of coke’.

Gisborne band ‘Skankamelia’. Lead singer Dion Whaanga - Skankamelia.
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Traveling from Ruatoria to the other side of the world was really 
daunting for me as I had only previously travelled to Australia, 
but without hesitation I accepted the offer to attend the NAB 
show and conference; I was off to the bright lights of Las 
Vegas. Knowing that I wasn’t the only kiwi on the trip
  was comforting and on my arrival to the Auckland airport I 
was joined by Carl Goldsmith of Te Mangai Paho and his wife 
Sally (nee Wilkie) of Ruatoria. The flight was an experience 
in itself and it was a relief to arrive in Las Vegas a whole 16 
hours after leaving Gisborne airport. To meet us in Vegas was 
Streamcom owner Simon Jackson and his wife Catherine 
who also doubled as our chauffeur. The bright lights, casinos 
and huge billboards for which the city is famous were the first 
things I saw and despite the fact that I had seen the sights on 
the internet and on TV they weren’t any comparison to seeing 
the sights in person.

Attending the first conference was enlightening and so 
different to what I am used to here in NZ, it accustomed my
 ears to the American twang which by the end of the trip I 
would become both accustomed to and annoyed with. The 
first conference was a training session by AXIA which is the 
hardware product that we currently use at RNP; evidence 
given at the conference confirmed our theory that this gear is 
the way of the future.

The NAB Show was amazing; it featured the latest gismos 
and gadgets that are shaping the way we broadcast items on 
air and also on the internet and I was happy to see that the 
gear that RNP currently utilize are widely sought after within 

the industry. To be recognized by product distributors and 
acknowledged as leaders due to the equipment we have was 
amazing and a testament to the vision that RNP has regarding 
its development.

Over 100,000 people attended the show and they were from 
all walks of life but one thing we all had in common was a 
dedication to broadcasting and supplying the best quality 
service to our listeners and this theme rang out as I attended 
conferences on Podcasting, Digital opportunities for radio 
and Creating flexible content for Radio. New products on the 
market caught my eye, the NAB show was a techies dream 
with the hottest products on the market which will soon be 
revolutionizing the way Radio is heard and produced.

A trip to Las Vegas just wouldn’t be complete without a walk 
up the famous “Strip” and it was everything television makes 
it out to be and more. I did all the touristy things like visiting 
Treasure Island, the myriad of casinos, the Bellagio Fountains 
and I even managed to fit in “The O Show” Cirque du Soleil 
which was the most amazing stage show I have ever seen. A 
trip to the Hoover damn was also a great experience as it was 
the scene for the Transformers movie.

The NAB Show is something that I won’t soon forget and 
something I am grateful to have had the opportunity to attend. 
From the show I have found new passion for broadcasting and 
after attending the conferences I feel confident in the direction 
that Radio Ngati Porou is headed. I would like to thank the 
management and board of Radio Ngati Porou for allowing me 
to represent Radio Ngati Porou at the NAB Show 2008.

As told by Darylene Rogers

RNP Staff Member goes to Las Vegas

Darylene Rogers at Hoover Damm.

‘The Strip’. Catherine Jackson, Betty Hauraki, Simon Jackson, Andrew 
McTeigue, Daryl & Carl Goldsmith.

Daryl & Simon Jackson (Streamcom) at conference.
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HIS efforts in enriching Maori language education have 
seen Wellington-based Wehipeihana Cassidy Tangaere 
named a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit on 
this year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours list.

The office of the Governor-General said Mr Tangaere, 
a registered translator of Ngati Porou descent, had 
“contributed to the teaching of Maori language and culture 
for many years”.

He was an adviser in Maori and Pacific Island education 
with the Department of Education in Christchurch where, 
the Governor-General says, “he was influential in improving 
teachers’ capabilities in teaching te reo”. 

Currently review officer and adviser on Maori issues with 
the Education Review Office, Mr Tangaere also reviews 
kura kaupapa Maori and kohanga reo in primary schools 
and early childhood centres.

He is particularly valued for his skills in te reo Maori, 
regularly translating reports from English to Maori and 
being a highly sought after consultant on issues relating to 
language.

He also applies those skills as a regular contributor to 
television and radio and as a member of the Te Taura Whiri 
I te Reo Maori Advisory Committee.

Mr Tangaere has transcribed tapes of songs written by 
Kingi Tawhi, is a life member of the Maori Women’s Welfare 
League, and has judged Maori language speech contest 
and kapa haka competitions.

Champion of te reo joins honour list

But it’s not all about other people’s work. He has 
contributed to Learning Media publications and was a 
regular writer of comic strips for secondary schools.

Courtesy of Gisborne Herald

On the 29th of May Matapuna Training Centre held a 
community event in celebration of 3 kaupapa, Youth week, 
NZ music month, and Matariki. 
The event was planned and organized by staff and 
students of Matapuna Training Centre, where we could 
positively show case our students and the talents that they 
have, and others in the wider Gisborne community. The 
support of the community in making the night happen was 
greatly appreciated. We had performances from students 
of our digital and contemporary music course, Jasmine 
Taare, Wakatoa- House of breakthrough, ytton High kapa 
haka, Maudella NoaNoa, The brown brothers, Kingz, Nga 
uri a Maui school- survival idol. 

The kaupapa behind the event was to celebrate our 
rangatahi and spread positive messages to ensure our 

rangatahi in the rohe think about what they do and that 
they can make wise decisions in their lives. With the help 
of role models at the event we wanted our rangatahi to be 
exposed and surrounded by positive people including their 
peers, and know that they to can aspire to have big dreams 
and reach them if they put their minds to it. Without our 
Rangatahi, tamariki, mokopuna we would not have a future, 
for they are our leaders of tomorrow. 

Matapuna Training Centre would like to thank all the people 
of the community that supported our event and made 
this night one to remember. Gold coin donations (over 
$200) was donated to Lytton High’s Ritana Kapa Haka 
group.  Nei ra te mihi aroha ki tena, ki tena, I tautoku tenei 
huihuinga, mei kore ko koutou kaore tenei kaupapa I eke, I 
whakatutuki. 

Matapuna Triple Mix 2008 
Youth Week, NZ music month and Matariki
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HOUSEHOLD plumbing can handle a lot, just think about 
what you put down the drains – soap, toilet paper, razor 
stubble, toothpaste and the occasional spider.  Plumbing 
takes away what house owners don’t want, and in the 
body the digestive system does the same thing.  The 
person’s digestive system is the plumbing of the body 
and while it can handle a lot, it needs to be looked after 
as about 70 percent of a body’s immune system is found 
there.  Eating a lot of white starchy foods can clog up 
your system, and nutrients needed for healing cannot be 
broken down, absorbed and sent around the body.  If the 
digestive system is not working properly, the body will not 
be working properly, so here are a few ways to make sure 
your system is in top shape.

EAT KIWIFRUIT
May modern foods, such as processed milk products, 
breads and soy foods, are extremely difficult to digest 
and eating more nutrient dense foods can aid digestion.  
Enzymes found in fruit and vegetables are crucial to the 
digestive system and as a result your immune system.  
Kiwifruit are in season at the moment and are an excellent 
source of active enzymes and soluble fibre – which 
are essential in aiding digestion and natural bowel 
movement.  Over 400 studies worldwide have shown that 
kiwifruit is one of the most nutrient-packed of all fruits.  
They have twice as much vitamin C as oranges and more 
potassium than bananas.  Pawpaws contain the same 
helpful enzyme .  Papina is responsible for breaking down 
the protein we eat, and is present in both fruits and why 
pawpaw is famous for its soothing effect on the digestive 
system.

AVOID LATE MEALS
The body uses sleep to rebuild and repair itself so lying 
down shortly after eating prevents the body from resting 
while you sleep.  Even though you might be asleep, your 
body will be quite busy digesting and processing a large 
amount of food.  Going to sleep with a full stomach, often 
leaves waking the next morning feeling tired, exhausted and 
disoriented, despite eight hours of sleep.  This is because 
your body, in actuality, did not get 8 hours of sleep….more 
like three hours of sleep, after working hard most of the 
night to digest and process the big meal you ate before 
bed.  Eat an early dinner, and eat light in the evenings.

EAT FIBRE
Fibre helps keep food soft which aids your digestive 
system.  It is found in a lot of fruit and vegetables as well as 
wholegrain bread and helps move food through intestines.

DRINK WATER
As basic as it sounds, drinking a lot of water helps flush the 
body and the digestive system of toxins.  Drinking water can 
help break down the stagnant bacteria and move it along.

EXERCISE
Blood is pumped throughout our bodies by the heart, but 
lymphatic fluid depends solely on exercise to be circulated 
throughout.  The lymphatic system is the human body’s 
sewerage system and is responsible for the removal of cellular 
and toxic waste.  If we don’t exercise, our lymphatic system 
becomes sluggish and toxic, affecting our over-all health.

Courtesy of Gisborne Herald

Keep the Body Plumbing Clear

Chicken soup not so hot? 
If people believed all the old wives’ tales about catching and 
preventing colds and flu, they would stock their cupboards 
with chicken soup all winter and never step out into the 
cold. But the myths often have no place in scientific reality.

Myth: Spending time outside in cold weather can cause a 
cold or flu.

Fact: Exposure to cold weather does not bring on a cold 
or flu. It can, however, cause pneumonia, which can come 
about when someone already has the flu. This is the most 
serious complication of the flu and is more likely to occur in 
the elderly and people whose immune systems have been 
weakened by other medical conditions.

Myth: It is possible to catch the flu from a flu shot.

Fact: The flu vaccine is made from an inactive virus, so it 
is impossible to get the flu from it. Some people may be 
sore where the vaccine is injected and may feel unwell for 
a couple of days with fever and muscle aches. Anyone 
who is acutely ill with fever or is allergic to egg or another 
component of the vaccine should not get the flu shot.

Myth: An upset stomach is a symptom of the flu.

Fact: Stomach distress is rarely a symptom of the flu. Other 
viruses, bacteria and food poisoning are more common 
causes of nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea.

Myth: Large doses of vitamin C can prevent colds and 
cure them quickly.

Fact: This is not proven, although consuming the daily 
requirement of vitamin C is good for overall health.

Myth: Herbal treatments such as echinacea and zinc will 
cure a cold quickly.

Fact: To date, there is no conclusive scientific evidence 
that either can cure or prevent a cold. The best way to 
avoid a cold is to avoid close contact with others who 
have it, wash hands frequently and avoid eye and nose 
rubbing.

Myth: A bowl of chicken soup and hot toddies can help 
cure a cold.

Fact: Chicken soup has no power to cure a cold. 
However, hot liquids can soothe a scratchy throat or a 
cough. Hot toddies should also be avoided during a cold. 
Alcoholic beverages can increase the body’s chance of 
dehydration, and therefore make symptoms worse.

Myth: It is best to starve a cold and feed a fever.

Fact: Neither of these is a good remedy. When fighting a 
cold or fever, the body needs plenty of fluids from water 
or juices and enough food to satisfy an appetite.

Courtesy of www.everybody.co.nz

Coughs, colds and flu - myths and facts 
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You can do lots of things around your home to save 
energy at little or no extra effort or cost. The simplest, 
cheapest and most obvious way to save energy is to turn 
off anything that doesn’t need to be switched on.

Water heating 
• Adjust the thermostat so that hot 

water is 55°C at the tap. 
• Fix dripping taps. 
• Have showers instead of baths. 
• Keep your showers short. 
• Use cold water when you’re filling 

the jug, rinsing dishes and washing 
clothes. 

• Switch off your hot water if you’re away for more than 
two weeks. 

Heating 
• Capture as much sun as 

possible - keep windows clean 
and make sure trees don’t 
obstruct the sun. 

• Close the doors and curtains of 
rooms that you’re heating. 

• Close curtains just before it gets dark to keep in the 
heat. 

• Put heaters away from windows so they heat the room 
more effectively. 

• Turn off heaters in rooms you’re not using. 
• Use the thermostat and timer on your heaters so they 

only come on when you need them and automatically 
switch off when they reach a certain temperature. 

• Block off your fireplace when you’re not using it. 
• Turn off your heated towel rail in summer months and 

when you’re not using it. 
• Shower with the windows open to avoid moisture 

forming - dry air is easier to heat and better for your 
health. 

• Put an extra blanket on the bed instead of using your 
electric blanket. 

Fridge & freezer
• Refrigeration counts for 10 

percent of home energy use.  
• Avoid opening the fridge doors 

more than you need to - take all 
the food for a meal out at once 
and shut the doors straight away. 

• Fridges and freezers operate 
most efficiently when they’re full 
but not overloaded. 

• Defrost your freezer regularly to reduce the ice build-
up. 

• Keep food covered to reduce moisture build-up on 
the inside of the fridge. Wipe moisture from bottles 
and other containers before you put them back in the 
fridge. 

• Use the most efficient temperature settings i.e. set 
your freezer at -18°C and your fridge between 2°C and 
5°C. 

• Leave space around the back of your fridge or freezer 
for air to circulate. 

• Avoid placing your fridge or freezer next to your oven 
or stove, or in direct sunlight. 

• Do you have a second fridge? Turn it off if you don’t 
need it all the time. 

Cooking 
• Let food cool down before 

putting it in the fridge or 
freezer. 

• Defrost food naturally instead 
of using the microwave. 

• Use a microwave or toaster 
instead of the oven or 
stovetop whenever you can. 

• Avoid opening oven doors too often - each time you 
do the temperature drops by up to 15°C. 

• Use your oven to cook several things at once. 
• Keep lids on the pots when you are cooking and make 

sure the lids fit well. 
• Put small pots on small elements and large pots on 

larger elements. 
• Make sure oven seals are kept clean and are properly 

fitted. 

Lighting 
• Switch off any lights that you’re not 

using and take advantage of natural 
lighting whenever possible. 

• Choose the appropriate strength 
of bulb for the area - i.e. don’t use 
a 100 watt bulb for a bedside lamp 
when a 40 watt bulb would be 
sufficient. 

• Clean your lights and lampshades 
regularly to get the maximum light. 

Other appliances 
• 5 percent of home energy 

is consumed by appliances 
being on standby. 

• When you’re not using 
appliances, unplug them or 
switch them off at the wall. 
Even standby mode wastes 
power. 

• Turn off your computer 
when you’re not using it. 

• Turn off chargers at the wall when batteries are fully 
charged e.g. cellphones and laptops. 

• Wait until the dishwasher is full before you use it - and 
use the economy cycle. 

• If your dishwasher can generate its own hot water 
then use this function as it’s more efficient than using 
hot water from your cylinder. 

• Don’t overload your washing machine (although it’s 
better to wash full loads than half loads) and don’t 
forget to adjust your wash cycle to match the load. 

• Use shorter wash cycles if possible. 
• Make sure your clothes are well spun before putting 

them in the dryer. 
• Dry washing on your clothesline as often as possible. 

Try to only use your clothes dryer when you have to. 
• If you’re using the clothes dryer, fill it - it’s more 

efficient to dry a full load. 
• Use the low heat setting on your dryer whenever you 

can. 
• Ventilate the clothes dryer to the outside. 
• Clean your dryer’s lint filter every time you use it. 

Energy Saving Tips
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If tracking down Derek Lardelli is a 
bad dream at the best of times, trying 
to do so just before Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend is a nightmare.

Wedged in between his teaching 
commitments on Friday, Lardelli 
headed out to a Gisborne winery to 
lead a powhiri. Then there was only a 
small window of opportunity between 
the end of the day and the official start 
to the weekend, which he planned 
to spend tutoring the Whangara Mai 
Tawhiti champion kapa haka team, of 
which he is leader.

He’s a busy man. And that’s probably 
why the Queen’s Birthday honour he 
has been awarded comes with such a 
lengthy list of achievements.

In this year’s honours Derek Arana 
Te Ahi Lardelli was named an Officer 
of the New Zealand Order of Merit 
(ONZM) for services to Maori arts, 
“particularly ta moko (Maori tattoo)”.

It is a gong that will have to jostle for 
mantelpiece space with the artist’s 
many other awards, among them his 
selection as the inaugural Artist in 
Residence at Gallipoli, Turkey (2006) 
and, in 2004, his appointment as 
an Arts Foundation of New Zealand 
laureate.

Back then, Lardelli made a point 
of acknowledging his whanau 
connections: “It is not about the 
individual, it is about who that person 
stands for.”It’s not much easier to get 
him to talk about himself today.

“I think the major thing about an 
award like this is that it recognises 
the value of Maori culture -- 
particularly Maori art and specifically 
ta moko -- to our society,” he said, 
referring to the artform he is credited 
with bringing back to life.

“In real terms the honour is not mine. 
Ta moko comes from a movement of 
people, so we must pay tribute to all 
the practitioners, the wearers and the 
supporters of the artform.”

Lardelli says the resurgence of 
ta moko -- which is 
separated from standard 
tattooing by the practice 
of ensuring designs reflect 
the wearers’ whakapapa, 
or bloodlines -- is part of a 
“bigger picture”.

“It is important to note the 
growth in all Maori arts, 
from te reo (language) to 
carving, weaving, painting 
and the performing arts,” 
he said.

“It’s great that awards 
like this (the ONZM) 
acknowledge the value 
of Maori culture, but you 
just keep on going. It’s 
just a nice time to be alive 
and doing things for your 
people.”

Of Ngati Porou, 
Rongowhakaata, Ngati 
Konohi and Ngati Kaipoho 
descent, Lardelli, 46, has 
for more than a decade 

been a principal tutor at Tairawhiti 
Polytechnic’s School of Maori Art 
(Toihoukura).

His own education was carried out 
further south. Originally a painter 
and carver, Lardelli studied for his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University 
of Canterbury’s Ilam School of Art.

The office of the Governor-
General said he had “contributed 
significantly to Maori arts nationally 
and internationally as a carver, 
kapa haka performer, composer, 
graphic designer, and researcher 
of whakapapa, tribal history and 
kaikorero, but especially as one 
of the finest ta moko artists in the 
country”.

Among his other achievements, 
Lardelli is credited with conceiving 
the immense Maui Whakairo carvings 
installed on Mount Hikurangi as the 
new millennium dawned.

Pioneering ta moko artist honoured
He has taken on design projects from 
the fit-out of Gisborne’s new Maori 
Land Court to the koru that snakes 
across the uniforms of Air New 
Zealand staff.

He also composed the new All Blacks 
haka, Kapa o Pango, which earned 
worldwide attention for its throat-
slitting gesture.

This latest award is all about ta moko. 
The citation points to Lardelli’s efforts 
not only in “pioneering modern-day 
ta moko in New Zealand, but also in 
ensuring it was understood by both 
Maori and non-Maori”.

To that end he is chairman of Te Uhi a 
Mataora ta moko arts collective and is 
a Toi Maori Aotearoa trustee.

He led a ta moko delegation to the 
2004 South Pacific Arts Festival in 
Palau and that is something he will do 
again this year. This time he will take 
with him the 40-member Whangara 
Mai Tawhiti team that, as winners of 
the 2007 Te Matatini national kapa 
haka competition, will form the 
performing arts arm of the delegation.

Lardelli still considers himself a 
“student” of Maori art.

He was a student literally in 
2006 when he took up a Masters 
programme at Canterbury 
University’s Ilam School of Fine Arts, 
culminating in his thesis (Tamoko: 
Traditional Pathways Contemporary 
Connections) and an exhibition at the 
Christchurch Arts Centre.

He reckons it gave him “something to 
do”. It is unclear whether or not he is 
joking.

Lardelli says projects like the 
residency at Gallipoli -- where he was 
joined by wife Rose Gould-Lardelli 
(“my rock”) and their two school-age 
children -- have given him a taste for 
more travel.

“Though that was painful for us in 
terms of what happened at Gallipoli, 
it was very enriching for me and my 
family. I think it is important to see 
and be part of other cultures . . . 
sometimes you need to move away 
to bring things into focus.”

But he will head offshore only if his 
family goes with him.

“It will only happen if my whanau are 
there. They are who I am. It is from 
them that I draw my strength.”

Courtesy of Gisborne Herald



In Gisborne, youth took part in a Youth Transition Services 
open day called ‘Outside of the square’. Organiser Trudi 
Ngawhare said “It’s really awesome to have events running 
all over the East Coast and it’s great to see the whanau 
giving their time to organise them”. At the open day 
rangatahi witnessed presentations by local professionals 
from a wide variety of fields who gave accounts and 
information about their professions. Ms. Ngawhare said 
“youth participation in the week long events was a great 
way for youth to be empowered and take positive action 
toward their futures”. She also added that the YTS provides 
services to youth on the East Coast through to Potaka and 
encouraged youngsters needing a helping hand to ring the 
Gisborne office to organise a visit.

Youth week 
provided 
rangatahi with 
the opportunity 
to build positive 
relationships 
with local 
professionals 
and positive 
role models 
as well as 
amongst fellow 
youth. Many 
events were 
held throughout 
the week and 
local organisers 
hope to see the 
events continue 
in the future.
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More often than not youth are portrayed negatively in the 
community and are often seen as hoodie wearing, graffiti 
drawing people who linger in dark alleys. Youthweek was an 
opportunity to celebrate the positive contributions that our 
rangatahi make to society; they worked at building positive 
relationships which was the main theme of youthweek 2008.

A graffiti art workshop was held in the main street of Ruatoria 
and one boy described it as a good way to express their 
feelings and said “it’s awesome to be doing this sort of 
thing out in public and legally” adding “its way better than 
young fullas drawing on shop walls”. The graffiti activity 
was designed to do just that, to give the youth a medium 
to create this art form and turn it into something positive. 
Event coordinator and CAYAD (Community action youth 
against drugs) advocate Jimmy Hills enlisted the help of local 
Rangitukia artist Te Kahurangi Patuwai to guide and assist the 
rangatahi with their art.

A skate day was held in the Nga Puawaitanga o Ruatoria Park 
with about 50 kids taking part and though many didn’t take 
the opportunity to skate, they sat back and watched while 
others took to the skate-park. Entertainment was provided 
by DJ Neville Reedy and prizes were presented to kids who 
showed skill on the boards.

NZ heavyweight boxing champion Shane ‘The Mountain 
Warrior’ Cameron was also part of the Youth week events 
and took part in the Tairawhiti Youth Gala Ball which was 
well attended at the Emerald Hotel. Shane spoke about his 
experiences growing up and the career path that he chose 
encouraging rangatahi to follow their dreams. Two students 
were presented with special honors for their outstanding 
leadership in their communities and schools; they were Nardia 
Maraki(Ngata Memorial College) and Amiria Mita(GGHS).

Youthweek 2008
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The basis  of  this  invitation is the 

memory, the great  respect,  and 

the sentiment expressed for 

MĀUI POMARE.

That  child of  mine, of  Taranaki, 

his  body, his blood, his  lineage.  

Should it  be asked, from where 

he came?  From  which people 

does he descend?  Such should 

be the response,  he is  mine, of 

Taranaki, of  the myriad of 

relationships between Parininihi 

and Waitōtara,  and beyond. Brought forth in 

a reciprocity  of  connections, from  his many 

lines of  ancestry  spread to the four coasts, 

and from the four coasts to him.

Furthermore,  due to his character, due to his 

work, his travels, his ideas,  he is considered 

to be of  all Māori,  and also of  Pākehā, of 

New Zealand, of  the Empire, indeed,  of  the 

world in its entirety.

The regard for him  is  held by  all peoples.  It 

is  by  you of  the numerous of  marae of 

Aotearoa, of  Te Waipounamu, and to 

Wharekauri.  It  is by  the indigenous peoples 

of  the islands from whence our ancestors 

originated, that this  descendent is  honoured, 

is  elevated, as reports filtered back of  the 

name, the respect, the admiration he carried, 

back to his mountain, to Taranaki.

He died in America in search of  health for his 

body, and as  ashes  he is  brought  back, laid 

here in Waitara.  Returned back  as earth to 

the land of  his forebears.  So signified in the 

monument above the crypt, where his ashes 

have been laid, and in the carved house as  a 

symbol for this  marae in the tasks achieved 

by they, his ancestors, when they lived.

Friday 27th - Saturday 28th, June 2008

Māui Pomare Day
Ko te take nui rā o te karanga 
nei he whakamahara, he 
whakanui, he aroha ki a MĀUI
POMARE.

Ko tērā tamaiti nōku, nō
Taranaki, tōna tinana, ōna toto, 
tōna kāwei tangata. Ka uia, nō
hea ia? Ko wai tōna iwi tūturu?
Koia tēnā nōku, nō Taranaki, 
nō aku hapū mahamaha noa 
iho e takoto nei i Parininihi ki 
Wa i tō t a ra ,  ā , pu ta noa .  
Muringa rā ka torotoro atu ai, 
ka torotoro mai ai,  ngā kāwei maha o 
tēnei hanga o te tangata, atu i a ia ki ngā
tai e whā, mai i ngā tai e whā ki a ia.

Otirā nā tōna āhua, nā ana mahi, nā ana 
haere, nō ōna whakaaro,  ka kīia ia nō te 
Iwi Māori katoa, a, nō te iwi Pākehā hoki, 
nō Nui Tïreni, nō te Emepaea, a, nō te 
ao whānui atu.

Ko ngā kōrero mōna kei ngā iwi katoa. 
Nā koutou o ngā marae maha o 
Aotearoa,  o te Waipounamu tae atu ki 
Wharekauri, nā ngā iwi Māori o ngā
moutere i heke mai ai o tātou tūpuna, i 
whakanui, i whakateitei i tēnei tamaiti, ka 
hoki mai te rongo pai, te ingoa nui, te 
wehi,  te whakahirahira ki tōna maunga, 
ki Taranaki.

Ka mate ia ki Amerika i te kimihanga i te 
ora mō tōna tinana ka whakahokia mai 
ngā pungarehu, ka takoto ki Waitara nei. 
Ka hoki oneone mai ki te oneone o ōna
tūpuna.  Koia rā i waitohutia ai ki te Tiki 
kōhatu i runga i te kōpiha, i takoto ai ōna
pungarehu, ki te Whare whakairo, hei 
whakawai mō te marae i mahinga nui ai 
rātou ko ōna tūpuna, i a rātou e ora ana.

HE KUPU ËNEI NÄ RIMA WAKARUA MÖ PÖMARE

E te iti, e te rahi, he maioha noa tēnei ki te tai whakarunga, ki te tai whakararo.

Kia ara ake a Taranaki whānui ki te whakahua i te ingoa o Tā Māui Pāmare,

ki te whakapūmou hoki i ngā ara whanaunga i waiho ake e ia ki te ao nei.

Ka rewa te reo o Manukorihi ki te whenua i pakangatia ai e Kāwana.

Ka tutū te puehu ki te rau o te patu, ka tau i a roimata ki te rau o te kawakawa.

Ō tātou mate i te tau kua hipa, haere atu rā.  Ko koutou tahi ko Māui e tangihia ana.

Haere mai e te whare mate, rauhītia mai ki te aroaro o Te Rangitāke rāua ko Taukē.

Huihuia mai e te kūreitanga ki Tamawahine, puta ki te whai ao, ki te ao mārama

Nau mai ki te karanga, e rarau ki te kōrero.  Tēnā katoa mai tātou.

Nō te 27 o Pipiri,  1936, ka huraina te tiki mō
Māui Pomare, otiiā ka tāia te kawa ki Te 
Ikaroa-a-Māui.   Ka kawea whērāngia aua 
rangi i ia tau hei takitaki i ngā mahara ki tēnei
kāhu kōrako i topa i ngā waru o te rau tau ka 
hipa.  Tūpono noa te 27 ki Puanga ka rewa.  
He wā hari mai i ngā pare kawakawa o te 

tau.   Tangihia kia māunu atu te kahu taratara. 
Rauhītia atu ki Parihaka i te mā waru, i te mā
iwa.  Horaina anō ki Ōwae, te papa i pakū ai 
te pū, i kātoro ai te ahi a Tū-ka-riri, a Tū-ka-
nguha. Waihoki, ko ngā rā ki Parihaka, ko te 
rā o Pōmare ka whakatau marire i te ora.   E 
Rongo e whakairia ki runga.

Tuku Reo
Tuku Mouri

A special focus for this Pomare Day  will be the 
whare, ‘Te Ikaroa-a-Māui’. Information about 
Ikaroa has been researched and a very  old 
recording has been found of  Pine Taiapa, 
speaking after the house was opened.

Also please be aware that speakers (following the 
kōrero from the Pomare whānau) have been 
asked to speak in Māori as much as possible.  
When their kōrero has finished someone will 
summarise the key  points in English before the 
floor is opened for questions.  We ask that people 
attempt  to speak as much Māori as they  are able 
for this event.  It is an excellent opportunity  for 
Taranaki to reclaim the use of our unique dialect.

Special Invitation to Ngāti Porou

When Kingi Tūheitia was invited last year to bring  the ‘mate’ of the late Queen Te 

Atairangi-kāhu to Pomare Day, the connection between Taranaki and Ngāti Porou 

was discussed.  The most obvious is the friendship of Apirana and Maui,  however the 

carving of Te Ikaroa by renowned Ngāti Porou carver, Pine Taiapa, on Aprirana’s 

request also set the ground for an ongoing relationship.  

September last year,  a Taranaki delegation travelled to Ruatorea for the annual Ngata 

lectures to formally invite Ngati Porou and whānau of Sir Apirana Ngata.  Their 

agreement to participate in this year’s commemoration has been met with great 

enthusiasm from Taranaki.

the hearings has continued to motivate 
Taranaki to seek redress over the illegal 
confiscation of  462,000 acres and the often 
coerced sale of  land totalling a furthner 
557,000 acres.

Following the opening of  Te Ikaroa, Te Ati 
Awa and Taranaki whānui continued to meet 
for the week to the 27th.  Alongside the 
memorial service held on the 27th, sports, 
kapa haka and discussion forum were held 
as a means for Taranaki to come together 
and participate in the activities with invited 
manuhiri.   The 27th coincides with the Maori 
new year which, for Taranaki, traditionally 
was a time to bring together the memory  of 
our deceased of  the past year and Pomare 
day continues this practice.

In recent times Pomare day has focused on 
the Saturday  closest to the 27th to hold a 
memorial service and lay  wreaths at the 
monument base. This  takes place alongside 
the performance of  waiata poi by  Te Puapua 
that  orginate from Parihaka and issues of 
that  time. Other kaupapa in the form of 
speakers or presentations from invited 
guests are a part of  the day  that is followed 
by  a hākari. These events are planned to 
commemorate Māui Pomare’s life and the 
work he dedicated himself to.

Friday, 27th June

Whakatau i ngā mate

• Whakatau - mate o Taranaki 10.00 am

• Whakatau - mate o ngā Hau o waho 2.00 pm

• Kai o te Pō 4.30 pm

• Karakia/Mihimihi - Te Ikaroa 7.00 pm

He Whakamārama - Background Hōtaka - Programme

Saturday, 28th June

Te Rā o Pōmare

• Whakatau - ngā manuhiri 9.00 am

• Memorial service 9.30 am

• Laying of Wreaths / Te Puapua 10.00 am

• Kaikōrero - Pōmare whānau 10.30 am 

• Kaikorero - N.Porou / Taranaki 11.30 am 

• Hākari whakanui i te rā 1.00 pm

• Discussion / Presentations - Ikaroa 3.00 pm

When Māui died 
June 27, 1930,  he 
w a s w i d e l y 
regarded as one of 
the most prominent 
Māori politicians 
alongside Apirana 
Ngata.

Having qualified as 
a medical doctor in 
1899, he was a 

passionate advocate for Māori health 
especially  in light of  evidence that after 
1900 the Māori population was continuing to 
fall at  an alarming rate mainly  due to 
introduced diseases, cultural alienation and 
economic deprivation.  Maui’s  close 
relationship with Ngata and Te Rangihīroa
Buck, when he entered parliment in 1911, 
helped respond to these major issues, in 
what  would have been a largely  partenalistic 
and hostile political environment toward the 
concept of  Māori development.  A further 
significant contribution was made by 
Pomare for us in Taranaki when he 
successfully  pushed to have the Sim 
C o m m i s s i o n i n v e s t i g a t e t h e l a n d 
confiscations in 1927, which it subsequently 
found to be illegal.  This finding and the 
large body  of  information gathered during 
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isn’t) will co exist with 
all the other initiatives 
achieved and those yet 
to be realised.

The crisis facing 
the anglican church 
today is evident in the 
mass migrations of 
young people to other 
denominations. We see 
this reality happening 
around us, and yet we appear to be hopelessly helpless to 
do anything about it. More to the point, we tend to live in 
a “hope” syndrome that things will work itself out and the 
numbers lost will comeback again, and, those thinking about 
moving will not do so. Pipe dreams of this nature are not 
and have never been the solution to problems and this is a 
historic fact. We need to help ourselves and in doing so help 
others to find a place within this church.

How do we then deal with this crisis? I am not sure, but I 
am convinced that if we were to sit down together with a 
blank sheet of paper, we could provide assumptions, which 
can be appraised to determine whether these will work, or 
not. For the leadership of the church to turn a blind eye to 
these realities is a worry, and, for the clergy to accept what 
is happening and not do anything to reverse the process is 
likewise a concern. 

We have the young brains in the ministry, many of whom are 
graduates in theology and people who are innovative but are 
reluctant to come forward lest they undermine their superiors. 
We have lay youngsters of equal ability and commitment 
who can and will make a difference if the leaders sought their 
counsel.

I congratulate these other denominations for the spiritual 
dimension they are giving our people, and, the culture of 
care that they give to their Ngati Porou members on a daily 
basis. Maybe one day the Anglican church will come off 
the benches and be worthwhile competitors in the sport of 
“feeding of the multitudes”.

Kia ora   

A.T. Mahuika
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There is no reason at all why the Anglican Church should 
remain in the doldrums while other denominations are on 
a high or on a roll. What is required at least in my view is 
for a storm braining session on how the downturn can be 
reversed. It would appear to me that the changes can only 
come from the various Anglican communities in Ngati Porou, 
rather than rely on church hierarchy to institute changes, 
because they have not done so, nor are they likely to do so in 
the near future. In saying this, I am clear in my mind that we 
are the church equally as with Bishops and their ilk. 

We as an iwi have been innovative in a host of areas, 
which has resulted in the establishment of Radio Ngati 
Porou, Ngati Porou Hauora, Ngati Porou Whanui Forests 
Ltd., Ngati Fisheries etc. All of these initiatives were born 
as a consequence of a series of disasters brought about 
by Cyclone Bola and other adverse occurrences, which 
impacted on our lives. Needless to say, in all of the above, we 
have been reasonably successful and competitive with other 
like organizations nationally. By these initiatives, we are now 
in control of much of our lives going forward, and there is no 
end to this journey.

The church is in a crisis situation, even if we do not wish to 
admit to this fact, and the time has come for us to emulate 
the manner in which we have turned our fortunes from 
the negative to the positive, and in the process provide 
valuable tools that will ensure economic, social, cultural 
and educational sustainability for our people and our Ngati 
Poroutanga in the future. What seems to be absent is the 
spiritual succor from the church which if present (sadly it 

Is the Anglican Church a Sustainable 
Institution in Ngati Porou?
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