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EDITORIAL

Kei te aha and welcome to Nati Link Online, the new updated version of the former 
Te Runanga o Ngati Porou publication Nati Link. The original Nati Link ran for 29 issues, 
from 1998 to 2005. In this digital version we are going back to the future, and relaunching 
Nati Link as an online communication vehicle to reach Ngati Porou both at home and 
around the world. According to the 2006 Census stats 72,000  people identified as being of 
Ngati Porou descent, and more than half were under the age of 30. Our rangatahi are
extremely digitally literate (read pp.11-18 to find out about some of our Digital Natis).   
Therefore Nati Link Online intends to provide contemporary and relevant korero to 
connect with this generation of young Ngati Porou.
We hope you enjoy this first online issue, and if you have any ideas about how to improve 
or develop future editions please contact us.

Have a Meri kirihimete and a hapi tau hou
Nati Link Online
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From The Chair

E Te Wiwi Nati, tena koutou, otira ra tatau katoa i roto 
i te ra o to tatau Ariki, a, tae atu hoki ki nga ra o te tau 
hou. Ko te tino tumanako, ka manaakitia tatau katoa i 
roto i a tatau mahi, a, whakahaere hoki mo te iwi, me 
nga mokopuna e taria atu nei e te wa.

Kei te tangi atu hoki ki o tatau tini mate e haere atu nei 
ki tua o te arai, pera me Hoturangi Tautau, tetahi o nga 
morehu o te Rua Tekau ma Rua, kua okioki nei me wera 
o ratau i haere ki te mura o te ahi. Kua tae atu a ia ki a 
Mate Kaiwai ma me te nuinga e whakarere nei i a tatau. 
E nga mate haere. Tatau kei muri nei tena koutou, ara, 
tatau katoa. 

This, like all years before it, has been full on. It is hard for 
people to understand, let alone appreciate the amount 
of work and effort to achieve an outcome and conclu-
sion on most things undertaken by TRONP, staff, C.E.O. 
and Chairman. Many are of the view that because funds 
to progress an event have been obtained, therefore the 
advocates of a given matter are well heeled, when in fact 
this is not the case. 

In terms of Fisheries for example, many years were spent 
negotiating with the Crown, and then the Maori 
Fisheries Commission, before allocation occurred. During 
this period, no fees were paid to the negotiators, except 
travel and accommodation. The return of Mt Hikurangi 
and the purchase of Pakihiroa was the same. Nothing 
came easily, and I thank those who gave of their time 
voluntarily, in order that we have what we have today.

Marae grants were reduced this year because of the 
recession on the one hand, and, to a lesser degree, to 
the developments undertaken by the Ngati Porou Fisher-
ies in order to strength and enhance the business going 
forward. This kind of investment is necessary for the 
company to be competitive in the future, as well as in-
crease the financial benefits it can provide for the iwi in 
various fields. Our Directors in the Fishing Company, are 
well qualified professionally to represent our interests in 
this industry, and the growth of the company is a testa-
ment to this fact.

Pakihiroa and Puanga farms are on the up, as evidenced 
by the report given by Hilton Collier at the AGM of 
TRONP at Hiruharama on the 20th December 2009. 
Hilton is an Ag Science graduate, and his years of experi-
ence in running stations other than our own, has to be 
an advantage in the running of Pakihiroa and Puanga. 

Once again, dedication and commitment by the 
directors, like the fishing group, are positive pointers to 
the future.

Social Services, which incorporates housing, education, 
youth activity and a raft of social issues is driven by a 
team of skilled and devoted workers. For these services 
to even get off the ground, many human hours have to 
be spent in negotiations for contracts that will ensure 
the delivery of these kinds of services, to and for Ngati 
Porou.

Te Haeata Negotiators are all professional people and 
the results of their efforts in terms of the Crown offer 
is an illustration of this. Many of these negotiators are 
working at costs far below their normal worth, and I and 
others can attest to this as a fact. People sadly do not 
see this nor realize the enormity of the task undertaken 
by these people. The negotiators access the funding 
from Crown Forestry Rentals Trust to carryout this task, 
and in this regard, these are funds sourced from outside 
TRONP funding. 

The Crown and Ngati Porou have been the focus of 
some criticism by some of our neighbours in terms of 
the Crown offer made to us following our negotiations 
(which have not concluded.)Let us retain our dignity by 
focusing on our claims, and not divert our attention on 
matters that do not concern us. 
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Sponsorships are an annual event to individuals and to 
our Ngati Poroutanga. Ngati Porou East Coast, 
Pa Wars, Ngata Memorial Lectures, Marae grants, ICT Te 
Rangitawaea, Hui Taurima, are examples of some of the 
events sponsored by TRONP.

The Foreshore and the Seabed Agreement is a further 
example of how  the whanau /hapu o Ngati Porou will 
be empowered by  exercising their respective mana 
over their takutai moana. Under the leadership of Rei 
Kohere, and, supported by the  cluster representatives, 
whanau/hapu are assisted in the preparation of plans to 
realize the mana of whanau/hapu to Nga Takutai o nga 
whanau/hapu o Ngati Porou. 

Some reflections! The first ever “Nati Link” published by 
TRONP in March 1998, could perhaps remind us of 
aspirations held by our people then, much of which has 
been met and excelled by TRONP today. 

Here are some quotes from this first publication:

Erin Haerewa (an employee of TRONP in 1986 onwards 
said: “Put aside he personalities and focus on 
togetherness.”

Hekia Parata said:
“…Ngati Porou can be as powerful as we want it to be.”

Api Mahuika said: “We’ve spent the last ten years build-
ing and creating. The next ten years…should be seen as a 
period of development and growth.”

Hekia again said: ‘The Runanga is a creature of our 
creation…we get out of it what we put in. Think of the 
Runanga as the bus. We’ve all got to be the drivers.”

The challenges are the same then as they are today. The 
call for unity then is the same call today. 

I welcome our new staff who have just joined us. Rawiri 
Wanoa and Rua Tipoki are invaluable additions to the 
team, and later we have Reihana Tipoki who will join 

our team as well. Youth is a major focus facing us today, 
and it behoves us to respond in a positive way to help 
them realize their potential, and, leadership qualities 
for the future. Judge Hemi Taumaunu who is the Youth 
Judge for our region, needs our support in his work, and 
I believe that we can respond through work experiences 
on our farms, fisheries etc. These are mere suggestions 
only, which may have possibilities, after discussions be-
tween our management teams, Hemi and others of our 
people who are interested in youth work.

The Ministry of Fisheries in Gisborne have a number of 
our iwi on board.Tom Teneti is at the helm, assisted by 
Rob Akuhata and by Tokanui Ihaka a recent appointment 
as a fisheries officer to the region. We wish them well in 
this very significant role that they play, in the  rejuvena-
tion and preservation of species and fish stocks in Ngati 
Porou for the future.

If I have missed out on anything,or anyone, it has not 
been deliberate. I wish to thank everyone, past and pres-
ent, who have been instrumental in getting us to where 
we are today. In anticipation, I accord the same to those 
pursuing current maters to grow and empower the iwi. 

Finally, I must acknowledge our people who came in 
support of the Foreshore and Seabed during it’s sign-
ing at Parliament last year. This year, I thank those who 
came during the recent challenge of our Ngati Porou 
Mandate for Direct Negotiations with the Crown, at the 
Waitangi Tribunal Hearing of Urgency in Wellington last 
week. E kore e mutu nga mihi.

To all our staff, trustees and Ngati Porou tena koutou. 
May God be with you all to bless and keep you all safe 
now and for the rest of 2010.

Kia  ora,

A.T.Mahuika

Anaura Bay -November, 2009 
Left to Right: 
TRONP CEO Monty Soutar with the Minister of Fisheries and Minister 
of Housing, Hon. Phil Heatley, and TRONP Chairman Apirana Mahuika
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If you have never been to a Pa Wars before, some of the 
festival’s  long time converted followers may tell you this. 
Just like the Muslims journey to Mecca and the Christians 
visit the Holy Land, all Nati’s must at least  once in their 
lifetime make the pilgrimage back to the Coast and come 
to the Pa Wars. Putting aside  this religious analogy for 
one moment, the Pa Wars is certainly a unique 
experience. It is a true fact that Pa Wars represents the 
biggest gathering of Ngati Porou annually. Conservative 
estimates range from 5000-7000 participants , each
person upholding the mana motuhake of their marae.  

For the uninitiated who attend the Pa Wars for the first 
time, their senses are usually  overwhelmed with the 
sights, smells and sounds emanating from the multitudes 
of Natis: fit, young touch enthusiasts playing on freshly 
mown fields; rows of stalls laden with paua fritters, 
watermelons and ice cream; official marshals
announcing panui about lost mokopuna and the latest 
results; generations from different whanau wearing their 
ubiquitous  Pa Wars tee-shirts,  in every colour under the 
sweltering summer sun.

Te Runanga o Ngati Porou has organised the event since 
1995, with the support of nga marae o Ngati Porou and 
the community. It is a time to celebrate whanau  values 
and kinship in a fun atmosphere of friendly competition. 

The Festival is seen as an icon for those whanau com-
ing home for the Christmas break and is becoming more 
popular every year.  As far as the runanga is aware  it is 
the  only Iwi sports festival run on this scale, which was  
reaffirmed by the 2006 festival winning the 2006 Maori 
Sports Award for Community Initiative. 

Leeanne Morice from Te Runanga o Ngati Porou,  is one 
of the events’s main organizers. She says although the 
runanga has overall responsibility, each year they work 
in partnership with the particular community hosting the 
event. “The role of the runanga is to provide resourcing 
to the venue and host committee. We also seek 
sponsorship for prizes and to host the event. Another 
role is to communicate with each marae, and to
administer all the registrations that come in.” 

CALL OF DUTY:
Pa Wars 2010 
In this first edition of Nati Link our cover story goes behind the front line and investigates 
what happens at the annual Pa Wars competition (or the Ngati Porou Inter-Marae Sports 
festival as it is officially known). We ask the troops  how they prepare for the big day and we 
also talk to a seasoned Pa Wars veteran. 

KAUPAPA MATUA/
MAIN STORY

THIS PAGE:  Left- Crowds watching Pa Wars events on 
the field at Ngata Memorial College, Ruatoria. 
Right- Kaimahi from Pa Wars , 2008 (l-r) Blue (Reweti) 
Kaiwai,  Leeanne Morice. Phil Heeney. 
NEXT PAGE: Montage of marae participating in Team 
Parade. 
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On average out of 48 eligible marae, from Potikirua Ki 
Te Toka a Taiau,  between 16-25 marae participate each 
year Pa Wars is held. Numbers in each team vary, from 6 
in some instances, to up to 500 in others. The emphasis 
of the festival is  “participation”  not  “competition” with 
an overarching theme of celebrating our shared Ngati 
Poroutanga. Every couple of years the Pa Wars alternates 
between Ruatoria and Tolaga Bay. 

This years festival will be hosted by the Uawa Community 
for the fifth time, and held at Tolaga Bay Area School on 
Sunday January 3rd. 

Nati Link spoke to Victor Walker and Bless Jones,  two 
of the main co-ordinators from the Te Aitanga a Hauiti/
Uawa  Pa Wars organising committee about the
upcoming event. 

How would you describe Pa Wars to the 
uninitiated? 

Pa Wars provides the opportunity for  every Nati and 
their whanau to positively reflect on our connectedness 
and whanaungatanga. It’s a time where sports, fun and 
laughter are the backdrop for that to happen. It’s also 
a  time to celebrate our marae and allowing the mana 
of our marae to rule on the day.  Everyone wants their 
marae to be the best on Pa Wars day. And we are single 
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minded in our pursuit of this. There have been many is-
sues recently that have challenged our hapu and iwi, but 
Pa Wars is the one day we put aside our political views 
and differences and just enjoy being Nati!!!

Who comes to Pa Wars?

There is a huge presence of iwi kainga, but we have no-
ticed the whanau returning home for it make up around 
half the numbers, or even greater than this. The event 
is a regular fixture on many whanau calendar, and some 
even plan whanau functions around the Pa Wars so they 
do not clash with it. It’s great to see first time faces to Pa 
Wars and watch them quickly become confirmed con-
verts to the kaupapa. 

What is the  organisational effort required 
to host Pa Wars? 

For Uawa it takes a huge effort and commitment from 
our marae and the community to host Pa Wars. But its 
greatly rewarding when you see thousands of people 
enjoying each other and the day. One of the things Te 
Aitanga Hauiti/Uawa community hold dearly in our 
minds is our ability to both host the event successfully 
and also manaaki people to the best of our ability.  It 
takes our whole community to run it. We need the

 help and support of our clubs- the golf club, rugby club, 
bowling clubs. We need our support services- the St 
Johns, stall owners providing a range of kai; stands sup-
plying sun-block and water; mirimiri practitioners. We 
need the help of our garage station. In Uawa we have 
had so many people that the garage has run out of  pet-
rol on many occasions. We need the assistance of all our 
marae, the school and the resources in our community.

For us in  Uawa it takes 150 kaimahi to successfully run 
the events we want to organize. We begin our prepara-
tion in early September, where we confirm events and 
team leaders. There were requests to have new events 
but the committee decided to stick to the tried and true. 
There was an overwhelming decision to keep everyone 
on one site and not split the support services up. 

But there is a new element to Pa Wars isn’t 
there?

Yes. This year because marae are sometimes late in get-
ting in their registration packs in we are giving aggregate 
points to marae who register early. From an organizing 
perspective it can be demanding for our event team 
leaders to put together draws when they don’t know 
who’s entering. When marae  have good co-ordinators it 
is very helpful to us. As far as we know we are the only 
event in the country where the organizers don’t know 
how many marae, how many teams, how many competi-

TOP: Pa Wars Kaimahi Victor Walker  co-ordinating the 
swimming event. 

MIDDLE: Pop Star Daniel Beddingfield and MP Parekura Horomia 
judging the karaoke. 

BOTTOM: Competitors playing Euchre. 
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tors spread across 24 events,  we will have until the day 
arrives.

But what we do know is they turn up in droves. The 
thing about  Pa wars is whanau who affiliate to differ-
ent marae, can turn up on the day and choose who they 
want to play for.

How do you try to balance between partici-
pation and the infamous Nati  competitive  
streak?

We try to find a healthy balance. To encourage partici-
pation we have the Team Parade and Line Dancing. For 
the fierce competitors we have swimming, rugby, track, 
touch and karaoke. For tamariki we have the Nati Kids 
programme. For the pakeke we have Euchre, and some 
of them are card sharks from way back. It’s  really enjoy-
able to watch the Euchre players, many of whom are 
speakers of Te Reo Ake o Ngati Porou, strategise amongst 
themselves. 

To cater for those who want to get rid of their Christmas 
holiday largesse we provide the intellectual challenges 
of chess and Trivial Pursuits. We have also introduced 
Kiorahi in recent years, it’s a traditional game played by 
the Maori battalion overseas, but largely unknown in this 
county. 

How do you deal with any disputes?

We have had very few disputes over the years and usu-
ally if there is it’s because we have people not observing 
age limits . But the thing is we the organizers are not 
picking this up, it’s whanau dobbing in whanau. However 
any disputes are all  resolved amicably.  

There has been some discussion about not allowing pro-
fessionals to enter some events. For example All Blacks in 
the Touch Rugby, famous singers in the Karaoke. But we 
decided because the day is a celebration of being Nati, 
it’s not fair to discriminate if you have  an exceptional tal-
ent in a certain area.  Instead it should be a privilege for 
others to watch you showcase your skill.

Why are T-Shirts such a big deal at Pa 
Wars?

T- shirts are vital to a marae team’s success. By having 
your marae’s name emblazoned on your t-shirt it  adds 
extra impetus needed to win and participate. They also 
make you easily identifiable. Nati’s love t-shirts. One of 
our kaimahi was offered $150 once for their Official Pa 
Wars t-shirt,  but they refused to sell it. Like the Master 
Card Ad says they’re, “Priceless.” 

Pa Wars
 Survival Tips

1.  Make sure you have 
 connected with the 
 leader of your marae   
       team. 

2.  Events overlap, so choose  
 what you enter into    
      carefully 

3.  Bring your best 
        listening ears 
        (for important 
        announcements by MC’s,      
        event marshalls etc)

4.     Don’t forget your SPF 15    
 or 30 sunblock and a hat

5.  Pack plenty of kai and            
       water ( or bring some 
       cash and support the           
       stall holders)

6.  Have a great attitude

7.  Be prepared to
        represent your marae             
        to the best of your
        ability!
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 From The Battle Fields: 
 Pa Wars Veteran’s Q & A

Joelle Grant (Hauiti) has been to every single Pa Wars 
since the first one in 1995. Joelle ( the daughter of  Rose 
and  Joe Grant, and mokopuna of  Frances Tuhiwai and 
Henare Ruru) has lived in Australia with her whanau for 
the past 9 years. Her partner Damon Davis is of
 Tu Whakairiora heritage, so their tamariki have strong 
Coastie ties back to home.  As a long time Pa Wars 
veteran Joelle answered some questions about what she 
thinks of the event.

 Why do you come to Pa Wars? 

Mainly to have a day out with the whanau & catch up 
with everyone we don’t get to see often. Also watching 
the talent on the Coast.

 What do you most like about  Pa Wars? 

Just the general vibe of the day, catching up with friends 
and whanau.  I love that the talent of the sportsmanship 
is  exceptional. The general mood of the day is also quite 
relaxed. I love starting the day with a brisk walk around 
the sights of Uawa, then ending the day watching the 
whanau in the Tug of war. You get to watch the over the 
top coaches, Uncle Paras loud calling, and the strength 
and determination of all who participate from mokopuna 
to nannies. Amazing!

 How many from your whanau in Ozzie           
 comes back to Pa Wars? 

Seven of our immediate family. 

  If members of your whanau belong to 
different marae do you split up or do you 
choose to play for the same team?
 
We are strictly Hauiti (hmmm whether we/they like it or 
not..). No negotiations about which marae we play for.

 Are you coming back to this years Pa Wars      
 in Uawa? 

We have to work through Xmas this year, so we won’t 
make it home (don’t remind me!).  But we are look-
ing forward to some of the whanau coming over here 
instead.

1

4

3

2
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Let The Games Begin !!!

There’s plenty of activities to choose from at this years 
event. 
Feeling fit & sporty? How about a game of touch or
basketball? Or would you much rather exercise your brain 
muscle? Then put your name down for chess, euchre or 
Trivial Pursuits. 

Another way to support your marae not listed as one 
of the options  below is this:   Lay out your blanket on 
a grassy knoll, throw on your sunhat and shades, and 
barack from the sidelines as your team  vies for the title 
of Pa Wars Champion 2010. 

1. Team Parade
2. Nati Kids
3. Fun Walk
4. Tennis
5. Mixed Touch Rugby
6. Ripper Rugby
7. Flag Football
8. Volley Ball
9. Swimming
10. Senior Trivial Pursuits
11. Junior Trivial Pursuits
12. Line Dancing
13. 4 x 100 Metre Relays
14. 100 Metre Sprints
15. Basketball
16. Karaoke
17. Golf
18. Chess
19. Euchre
20. Tug O War
21. Darts
22. Nati & Healthy:
 Healthy Baking,
 Healthy Preserves,
 Garden/Orchard Produce.
23. Bowls
24. Kiorahi

All  Pa Wars enquiries should be directed to: 

Leeanne Morice or Hiria Shaw 
Te Runanga O Ngati Porou
RUATORIA
Telephone (06) 864 9004 ext 717

Alternatively, you can email lmorice@tronp.org.nz or  
hshaw@tronp.org.nz

View also www.ngatiporou.com 

IMAGES FROM PAGE 9 
1. Pokai marae competitors at the Trivial Pursuits
2. Chess competitos contemplating their next move.
3. Runners spriting towards the finish line.
4. Line dancers from Tuatini marae.

IMAGES FROM THIS PAGE
5. The team from Hinerupe marae competing in  the Tug O 
War. 
6. GAME. SET. AND MATCH. Tennis players in action.
7. Shooting hoops at the basket ball. 
8. Pakirikiri marae competitors playing pool. 

5

6 7

8

All photos courtesy of Te Runanga o Ngati Porou 
and Nori Parata. 
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KAUPAPA RANGATAHI/
TE RANGITAWAEA FESTIVAL

A Coastie style spaghetti western and an appearance by 
a rising hip hop superstar were among some of the high-
lights of the 2009 Te Rangitawaea Festival held in Ruato-
ria on Wednesday 16 September. The annual event now 
in it’s 5th year celebrates the unique ICT(Information 
Communication Technology) skills of Ngati Porou East 
Coast students and was open to the community.
The theme for this years festival was ‘Nga Pakiwaitara o 
Ngati Porou’ (The oral traditions and stories of Ngati Po-
rou). Films, animations and other forms of digital media 
produced by students reflected the rich history of Ngati 
Porou while also demonstrating creativity and innova-
tion across a range of technologies.

Ngata Memorial College hosted the festival’s day time 
programme which included interactive technological 
exhibits by the region’s schools. Some of the expo sites 
invited participants to peer view through a digital micro-
scope, get their photo taken, or learn about the benefits 
of interactive white boards, blogs and wiki’s within the 
classroom.

Two tech themed competitions were also held at the 
College. The ICT Team Challenge tested students’ skills 
and abilities as they competed against the clock to cre-
ate a multi-media promotional campaign for a new radio 
or TV station. While at the same time competitors vied 
to become the overall champions of the recently intro-
duced Guitar Hero Gaming Challenge.

Popular R & B/hip hop star J. Williams also made a guest 
speaker appearance at the festival. The twenty one year 
old musician talked about his career in the music indus-
try, and encouraged students to achieve their goals by 
applying their own creative talents and digital skills. He 

also performed a showcase of his latest hits, with sup-
port from his back up dancers infront of an enthusiastic 
crowd. J Williams even invited some of the students to 
join him onstage to perform.

The evening Nati Awards ceremony held at Uepohatu 
Marae marked the conclusion of the festival. The cere-
mony was also streamed live online, following a webcast 
by Tiwi Nati student news reporters earlier in the day.
The Nati Awards is an ‘Oscar like’ celebration acknowl-
edging this year’s best student digital media creations 
across a wide range of categories. Highlights of the 
ceremony included a humorous short film inspired by 
the Western genre called “The Blowdown Showdown”; 
animations recreating the adventures of Ngati Porou an-
cestors; and live performances from original music com-
position finalists. Many amongst the audience believed 
that the songs heard live on the evening were capable of 
being hits ready to be played immediately on the radio.

Festival Celebrates Nati Digital Creativity

Pictured are ( L-R) Tikitiki School Junior ICT 
Challenge team accepting their Supreme 
Award.  Ariana Olsen-Clarke, Kimiora Poi 
Aroha Nukunuku (absent Jesse Haenga). 
Tikitiki also took home the Overall Junior 
School  Supreme Award on the night. 
Photo courtesy Levi Rewita and Horiana 
Cassidy-Brown 

Participants in the Guitar Hero Challenge. 
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A new element to the Nati Awards evening was the 
inclusion of a DJ. Before the festival Tolaga Bay Area 
School student Josh Andzue had been mentored by 
musician Laurence Rangi over 6 weeks. Throughout this 
period Josh created songs to be played while the Nati 
Award winners accepted their prizes. He also learned 
other valuable skills to assist his own developing music 
career such as performance techniques and 
professionalism.

Three hundred and fourty six entries were received in 
this years Nati Awards competition and feedback from 
judges included comments about the creative and inno-
vative interpretation of the Pakiwaitara kaupapa. Thirty 
two awards were presented at the ceremony. Four Pipi 
Nati’s, 22 Nati Awards and six Supreme Awards. The top 
two Supreme Awards on the night went to Tikitiki School 
for Best Overall Junior School and Tolaga Bay Area 
School for Best Overall Senior School.

Festival spokesperson Sue Ngarimu-Goldsmith says that 
this year’s event has provided a platform to evaluate the 
festival’s achievements. “There has been a quite obvi-
ous progression over the past five years of the students’ 
skills and abilities. This is reflected by the complex and 
deeply layered creativity that has been produced, as well 
as the technological competence and confidence ex-
pressed by the students. The Pakiwaitara theme present-
ed an opportunity to celebrate our own stories, as well 
as develop ICT skills. It has also encouraged students to 
think about what history can teach us, and how we can 
apply those lessons to our lives today.”

Ngarimu-Goldsmith also believes through streaming the 
festival online it may encourage the students’ to de-
velop their skills further. “By opening up the festival to 
a potentially global audience it becomes more engaging 
for the students and also promotes awareness within 
the creative sector that we have an emerging talent base 
in our area. The finished products can also be uploaded 
onto sites like You Tube, and become a great resource 

for schools and others. Because our students are young 
they can afford to take risks and be experimental with 
their work. There is so much talent here that covers ev-
erything from acting to film-making to song writing and 
much more. Hopefully the students realize there are op-
portunities to build careers in these sorts of industries.”

The festival is a major focus of the Te Rangitawaea ICT 
strategy for all 18 Ngati Porou East Coast Schools. The 
strategy is a sub-project of E Tipu E Rea (ETER), the Te 
Runanga o Ngati Porou/Ministry of Education Partner-
ship for schooling improvement. The overall aim of Te 
Rangitawaea is Integrating ICT in all curriculum areas. Its 
vision is to maintain Ngati Porou East Coast schools at 
the forefront of education innovation in ICT.

The 2009 Te Rangitawaea Festival Committee would like 
to acknowledge all the schools, kaimahi, technicians, 
sponsors , judges, community and whanau supporters 
and everyone else that supported this year’s event.

The Committee would also like to thank Ngata Memorial 
College and Uepohatu Marae for hosting Te Rangitawaea 
Festival 2009.

For more info on this years festival go to
www.terangitawaea.com 

Junior Original Music Composition Finalists from Hiruharama School 
singing their song live at the Nati Awards. Photo courtesy Levi Rewita 
and Horiana Cassidy-Brown 

2009 Tiwi Nati Web Journalists, from left to right: Tyler Wilson interviewing festival spokesperson Sue Ngarimu Goldsmith; Annalise Herewini 
interviewing Guest Speaker J Williams; Materoa Aitkens- Waitoa interviewing Nati Awards student DJ, Josh Andzue. 
Watch the 09 Tiwi Nati webcast on You Tube. Go to www.youtube.com/user/TeRangitawaea
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Digital Nati Profile:
Rapaera Tawhai
Rapaera Tawhai ( Ngai Tuhoe, Te Whanau-a-Apanui, 
Ngati Porou) is a former student of Te Kura Kaupapa 
Maori o Te Waiu o Ngati Porou. He is also an alumni of 
the Te Rangitawaea festival and strategy.  

The 20 year old is currently a  reporter for Te Karere, but 
in this interview it’s the role of Nati Link to ask the hard 
questions. 

How did you get your mahi?

Well it was crack up actually.  I was a student at South 
Seas Film and Television School and Anzac Pikia rang me 
up one day because they were short of reporters.
I thought I was going in for an interview but when I got in 
they told me I had to go and shoot a story, cut the grabs, 
go into edit, cut the story and do my voice overs !!!  I 
didn’t even know what the hell was going on !!!

But I shot it did my IVs and got back and started cutting 
the grabs on the computer. Then Anzac goes, “You have 
to go and edit now. “  So I went in, wrote up a script and 
the cool part was saying  RAPAERA TAWHAI TE KARERE….
hehehe!
 
Next minute they ring me up a few weeks later saying 
can I come in and start working for them. They said my 
story was good enough. So yeah that’s how I started!! 
But hopefully I’m not finishing until I get old like Joe Glen 
!!!

What training/ experience did you do to get 
your job in the media?

I studied at Southseas Film and TV school with Hana 
Parata Walker, Mena Walker, Hataraka Ngata-Gibson and 
Katerina Williams. Man it was the greatest experience 
in my entire life!!!   They have a studio show assignment 
there called TV5 news. Man was it mean!! It taught me 
everything I know !!
And of course just being a “know it all “ gets you some-
where!!

Did you always want to work in the media?

Well I think I had no choice being brought up in it and 
all!! Oh hang on ra....!!
No since I can remember I’ve always wanted to work 
here….TVNZ I mean. At first it was presenting but then I 
liked reporting.  So yeah, 
I finally get to say what I always wanted to say when I 
was little. “ RAPAERA TAWHAI MO TE KARERE…”    

What  Nati Award entries did you make 
when you were at school and did you win 
anything? 

I was in the ICT team challenge with Naiki, Raintree and 
Kyoko.Oh man lucky Naiki was in our team otherwise we 
would of got smoked !!!
But we won!! The second year I entered in the Senior 
Graphic Animation section.  I remember that because 
there were a few of us up all night at school, trying to fin-
ish our projects so we make the deadline lmao!!
 I won a Nati for that too!  Also  Krisynthia and I acted in 
“Nati Wood,“ the opening Nati Awards ceremony film 
that year.   That’s right, and I played the reporter! Must 
have been a destiny eh !!!

Rapaera as a Te Waiu student at the 2005 Nati Awards. He is pictured 
here with Selwyn Parata accepting the Best Senior ICT Graphic 
Animation Nati Award. 

Rapaera in his “first” reporting role. He is pictured here acting as a 
N- News Live reporter for the 2005 Nati Awards ceremony opening 
film,” Nati Wood.” Rapaera also acted as Nati versions of Brad Pitt 
and Peter Jackson in the same film! 
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WHERE ARE  THEY NOW? What do you enjoy about your new job?

The stress and the rush, it makes the day go faster!! Hon-
estly it does. You don’t just sit here doing nothing!!

What skills do you use in your job?

Just basic knowledge really, but you have to have a clue 
about general news and current affairs. So whats hot in 
the Maoritanga news gets you somewhere.

What study / mahi should rangatahi do if 
they want to get into the media?

Honestly go to Southseas and Te Waiu. They taught me 
everything I know I think!! Well while I was at course 
anyway!
Also I reckon what helped was South Seas pushing the 
students to achive and pass!! Its better than going to Uni, 
because of all the practical work you do on the course. 

What advice do you have if they want to do 
it as a career? 

Go hard, know your stuff!! You have to have a true pas-
sion for media to stay here. Have good communication 
skills and be earlier than your boss, stay later than your 
boss, and work your bum off to get your stories or doco 
or whatever your deadline is in to the dropzone!!
 
Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui!!

To read more Digital Nati profiles 
go to the Panui Section of 
www.terangitawaea.com 

Since 2006 the organisers of the Te Rangitawaea Festival 
have facilitated Media Team workshops for the students. 
The kaupapa behind the workshops  is to prepare the 
students to provide Communications support to the
festival. Past members of previous Media Teams have 
now gone on to careers in the industry.  

Former Tolaga Bay Area School student Candice Davis 
was a member of the team. At the 2006 festival she co-
hosted a live video broadcast, with Kuranui student 
Te Rauhuia Kutia-Ngata. In the photos below Candice and 
Te Rau are seen being interviewed by a presenter from 
the show Mai Time. Two years later in 2008 Candice 
returned to the festival as a youth presenter from the
 TV 2 show I am TV. In 2009  Te Rauhuia began his first 
year studying for a Communications Degree at 
AUT in Auckland. 

2006 

2008 

In 2008 the first internet news webcast went live from 
the festival. Kyrah Dewes and Raniera Bradley were the 
first Tiwi Nati web reporters.  One year later and Kyrah 
has just finished her education at Ngata Memorial Col-
lege where she was the Dux for 2009. Raniera is now 
employed at Radio Ngati Porou as an announcer. He was 
asked to join the station immediately after impressed 
RNP staff watched his debut on the  Tiwi Nati webcast. 
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On the outside Tolaga Bay Area School students Brent 
Kingi & John Proffit look like your normal 17 year olds. 
But under the guise of their teenage exteriors are two 
extremely confident and professional young men, with a 
work ethic  of people twice their age. 
The students have basically taught themselves how to 
use a 3 D animation programme over the past 18 months 
and their efforts have both earned them positions at an 
animation school next year. Their  hard work has also 
resulted in winning the Senior Graphic Animation section 
of the Te Rangitawaea Festival for two years in a row. 

The inspiration to learn 3 D animation came from a 
conversation in ICT class one day, about gaming and 
movies. They also discussed wanting  to progress from 
using  the traditional 2- d techniques ( clay, stop and 
Flash animations) they were already familiar with. “After 
we talked we started researching on the net for some 3D 
programmes,” says John. “ There’s heaps of information 
out there on websites and online discussion forums.” 
They investigated  half –a dozen possibilities  before 
coming across  a free downloadable software called 
Blender. Brent says, “Blender is pretty powerful  for 
creating animations, plus you can do other things like 
video-editing, graphic design, mixing audio and making 
gaming applications.”

The pair learned how to use the programme by down-
loading free online tutorials and going through the tried 
and true process of practicing and making mistakes as 
you go along.  The school supported their decision by 
purchasing Blender Tutorial books and enrolling them in 
Natcoll Design Technology papers. They also purchased 
two souped up, high spec computers for the students to 
use when they found the rendering times in the school’s 
ICT suite too slow for their 3 D projects.  

One of the first 3 D animations the boys created was 
for the 2008 Nati Awards competition. The theme that 
year was “Nati Putaiao: Nati Science,” so they decided 
to represent what would happen if Tolaga Bay was hit by 
an asteroid. Looking back now the boys reflect that their 
animation, which featured a tsunami wiping out the en-
tire Uawa community, was crude and primitive compared 
to what they can accomplish today.  However to the or-
ganizers of the festival their entry was considered cutting 
edge, as it was the first 3 D animation to be submitted in 
the Nati Awards four year history. 

This year the theme of the competition was,
“Nga Pakiwaitara o Ngati Porou” and Brent and John’s 
entry “Rangi & Papa” repeated their win from the previ-
ous year. Their reference for the animation was the 
stained  glass window of the school’s library, which visu-
ally represented the separation of Rangi and Papa. 

 For those readers over the age of thirty,  you can probably remember the kid near the back of your  
classroom,  constantly drawing stick figures on the page corners of their school books. 
The kid who would entertain themselves and others by making crudely animated yet carefully crafted flip 
book characters. However when two students from Uawa reminisce on their student days, circa 2009, their 
memories will be quite different.  Instead of old school stick figures, the characters they remember will be 
technologically advanced and vividly realistic.   

     A Whole New 3D World
ABOVE: Screen shot of final image from “Rangi & Papa”. 



16

Both Brent and John say they try to 
be ambitious with each new proj-
ect, but not too far away from what 
they can practically manage. “ From 
where we were a year and a half ago 
we think we are ten times better in 
our levels of efficiency and complex-
ity, “ says Brent. “We have a good 
process going on now. And we are 
keen to explore experimenting with 
mixing live action and animation, like 
the CGI action in the Transformers 
movies.” 

John says through making their 3 
D projects they have learned good 
planning is important. “This skill 
has also helped us in other areas of 
our school work and we have had 
to learn how to work together.” The 
two boys have created their own 
style of collaboration in which they 
divide the animation projects into 
specific areas, and work on each 
piece individually. 

Through developing their skills in this 
new digital art form Brent & John 
have met animators from around 
the world through online Blender 
forums. They have picked up advice 
and new techniques which have 
further  increased their expertise. 
This knowledge has also been shared 
with other students from Ngati 
Porou East Coast  schools. In May of 
this year the pair facilitated a work-
shop teaching Blender to students in 
their own age group. 

John says the experience was an 
excellent opportunity. “ I thought it 
was cool teaching people and      

“These two guys have proven that with a little bit of trust, 
a lot of belief, and a few flash ideas and tools, you can get 
to where you want to be.“ - Darryl Crawford, ICT Teacher

helping them with their mistakes.” 
For Brent he discovered the students 
picked up the information very fast 
and “ what they learned in one day 
took us five months to work out by 
ourselves.”

The schools lead ICT teacher Darryl 
Crawford says the boys have shown 
an amazing level of talent, motiva-
tion and creativity in animation over 
the past 3 years.  “I would like to say 
that I taught them everything they 
know, but that would be lying. The 
fact of the matter is that they taught 
themselves.  I guess in a round about 
kind of way they are true exponents 

of the inquiry learning model, which 
is all the rage these days in Educa-
tion.” He goes on to explain, “They 
worked through countless trials and 
conceptual ideas and plans to help 
them master the 3D world of Blend-
er. I think this is the way we need to 
head with students. Find out what 
they are really into and provide them 
with the tools, a touch of guidance 
and let them be. These two guys 
have proven that with a little bit of 
trust, a lot of belief, and a few flash 
ideas and tools, you can get to where 
you want to be. “

ABOVE: A series of screen shots from 2009 Nati Award Entry, “Rangi & Papa” 
TOP RIGHT: (L-R): John Proffit and Brent KIngi finishing off their end of year ICT portfolios.
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In 2010 Brent and John start their animation studies at 
Lifeway College in Auckland. The campus is New Zea-
land’s second largest 3 D animation school, and is situ-
ated next door to animation production company Huhu 
Studios. The Diploma programme takes two years to 
complete and when the boys submitted their portfolios 
there were only ten available  places left.

John says the employment rate for graduates is quite 
high. “When we finish we should be able to go straight 
into a job, and the recession should be over by then as 
well. I would like to either do freelance work for inter-
national clients or go straight into a studio making big 
budget projects.” Brent believes this is a good time to 
enter the industry because there are a lot of studios with 
animated films in development. “When I finish my stud-
ies I would really like to work at Dream Works or Pixar.”

To see some of  Brent & John’s 3 D work go to the
 Te Rangitawaea  Channel on You Tube. Are you inspired to 

get digital and learn 
3-D? 
Then keep reading 
for some ideas from 
the boys...
•Practice your drawing skills and have a go at some 2 D 
animations first. 

•Plan out your projects and create good processes for 
yourself. 

•Pair up with a buddy because it’s faster than working 
alone by yourself.

•Google for Blender or 3D tutorials and participate in 
online forums for advice (www.blender.org) 

•If you have a passion for animation, persevere with it 
and enjoy what you are doing.

•Animation allows you to be unlimited with your imagi-
nation. You can create anything in the world you want to, 
so try it.  

•Again peserve with learning animation because we 
didn’t know much about it or saw this kind of thing as a 
career path right at the start. 

•Examples of movies using 3D animation and CGI to 
watch: Shrek, Madagascar, Kung Fu Panda, Happy Feet, 
Ice Age, Avatar, Transformers 1 & 2, Lord of The Rings 
Trilogy. 

ABOVE: Screen shot of main street of Uawa from 

2008 Nati Award entry. 

TOP LEFT: Brent & John assisting students during a
one day Te Rangitawaea Intro to 3D Workshop earlier this year.

BELOW: Screen shot of Tolaga Bay Wharf from 2008 Nati Award Entry
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2009 Nati Award Winners

This page features the winners of the Digital Photo & Graphic Design Poster sections of 
this years Nati Awards. The kaupapa for 2009  was “Nga Pakiwaitara o Ngati Porou”. 
To see who else won this year download the Winners list from www.terangitawaea.com 

Left- Junior Graphic Design Poster 
Winner, “Horowhatu Te Tipua Tani-
wha” from TKKM o Tewaiu o Ngati 
Porou.

Right: Senior Graphic Design 
Poster Winner, “ Hine Nui Te Po 
Awaits You” from Tolaga Bay Area 
School. 

Left- Pipi Nati Digital Photo 
Winner, “Loney Hinepau” from 
Hatea a Rangi School.

Right- Senior Digital Photo
Winner, “ Hinetitama” from 
Tolaga Bay Area School

Below- Junior Digital Photo 
Winner, “ Te Rawhiti” from 
Tikitiki School. 
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Nā Gerry Heeney 

“EXCELLENCE DAY” at TKKM o Te Waiu o Ngati Porou 
went up a notch with the presence of Auckland Univer-
sity’s Pro Vice Chancellor (Maori) Jim Peters ONZM who 
came to personally present two C.A.T.S scholarships to 
Cherie Mangu and Hiria Parata, both Year 13 Students 
who have been granted positions in the Bachelor of 
Health Science degree course at Auckland University in 
2010.  Both students have worked hard to achieve their 
grades and are looking further ahead toward placements 
in Auckland University’s Medical School.

Jim Peters says “In the past we have awarded two CATS 
scholarships to larger Secondary Schools and so it is a 
remarkable feat to award Two CATS Scholarships to a 
small rural School”.  “I came here to see how such a small 
School could have done so well and now I know”.  
Auckland University issued 44 CATS scholarships this 
year. This is the first Kura Kaupapa Maori to receive two 
CATS awards.

The Auckland University C.A.T.S scholarship offer includes 
all course fees paid for the first 3 years and accommoda-
tion costs in one of the College Halls for the first year.  
One CATS scholarship has a financial support value which 
exceeds $20,000.00.Cherie Mangu, Hiria Parata and 
Apirana Daymond were also offered Otago University’s 
Maori & Pacific Islands Entrance Scholarships valued at 
$10,000.00 each. 

However, for Apirana Daymond gaining a position at Wai-
kato University’s School of Management to gain a 

Bachelor of Management Studies majoring in Law was
 a more convenient option.  Waikato University awarded 
Apirana Daymond with a special scholarship award of 
$3000.00 and he also won the Te Runanga o Ngati Porou 
special prize for Te Reo Rangatira.

Excellence Day at Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Te Waiu o 
Ngati Porou is a day which is commonly known as ‘Prize 
Giving Day’.  A day to celebrate kura and whanau com-
mittment to Ngati Porou language and culture, ‘Te Aho 
Matua’ the guiding School philosophy and excellent 
performances shown by students over curricular and 
non-curricular activities throughout the year.

The whanau of Te Waiu  also farewelled their Year 13 
Students at the annual ‘Ekenga’ (Graduation) held at 
Uepohatu marae, Ruatoria recently.

The whole Year 13 class have made firm plans to further 
their education or enter into employment next year.

Tamarangi Papuni-Iles has been accepted into Waikato 
University’s School of Computer Science and Mathemat
ics to gain a Bachelor of Computer Graphic Design.

Ashlee Atkins - has also been accepted into Waikato Uni-
versity’s School of Computer Science and Mathematics to 
gain a Bachelor of Computer Graphic Design.

Apirana Daymond – has enrolled in the Waikato Univer-
sity Management School to gain a Bachelor of 
Management majoring in Law.

Excellent Results All Round 
For Te Waiu Scholars 

ABOVE: Te Waiu students Hiria Parata and Cherie Mangu with Auckland University Vice Chancellor (Maori) Jim Peters.
                                                                                                                                                                                                         Photos Courtesy Gerry Heeney  

NGA KORERO O TE 
WA KAINGA /
NEWS FROM HOME
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Hoani Kirikino – has gained a position at Lincoln Univer-
sity’s Bachelor of Commerce degree course majoring in 
Accounting.  His first choice is a placement at Auckland 
University’s School of Engineering.

Shaun Aupouri – has been accepted to attend Lincoln 
University’s Bachelor of Commerce course majoring in 
Valuation and Property Management.  However his first 
preference is to attend the NZ Police College or NZ Cus-
toms Service.  He has also enrolled in Massey University’s 
Bachelor of Business Studies. 

Hiria Parata – has been accepted into Auckland Univer-
sity’s Bachelor of Health Science course.

Bayleigh Harrison- is taking a gap year with the intent 
of enrolling in Massey University’s Bachelor of Sport and 
Exercise course in 2011.

Cherie Mangu - has also been accepted into Auckland 
University’s Bachelor of Health Science course.

Te Whakahawea Whangapirita-Apanui has secured a 
position with the NZ Navy as a Hydro Graphic Surveyor.

Finally, Katarina Nepe has been accepted into Te Wa-
nanga Takiura o Aotearoa to become a Teacher in Kura 
Kaupapa Maori.

ABOVE: (L-R) Tamarangi Papuni-Iles, Ashlee Atkins, Apirana Daymond, Hoani Kirikino, Shaun Aupouri, Hiria Parata, Bayleigh Harrison, 
Cherie Mangu, Te Whakahawea Whangapirita-Apanui, Katarina Nepe.

Ngarimu Scholarship Awarded 
to former Te Waiu Student

Roimata Papuni- Illes, an ex-student of TKKM o Te 
Waiu o Ngati Porou is one of six recepients of the 
Ngarimu VC & 28th Māori Battalion Memorial Schol-
arship Fund. The Board annually awards a total of six 
scholarships including 3 Undergraduate, 1 Masters, 1 
Doctoral and 1 for Leadership.  

Roimata’s undergraduate award is valued at $10,000 
per annum for the remaining term of her under-
graduate studies.  Roimata was selected from a very 
large pool of impressive and intelligent candidates. 
Recipients are selected based on their ability to dem-
onstrate a high level of cultural competency, strong 
connections to whanau, hapu and iwi, high academic 
performance and achievement and portray leader 
qualities of adaptability, perseverance and courage.

Other Ngati Porou recipients of the Ngarimu VC & 
28th Māori Battalion Memorial Scholarship since 
2007 have included Horiana Irwin, Kevin Pewhairangi 
and Mathew Mackey (Undergraduate) and Lesley 
McLeod (Doctoral).    
 
Presentation of the scholarship to Roimata will take 
place in early 2010.
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An Academy Awards style film evening was held in Kaiti  
last month to celebrate the achievements of up and com-
ing young Maori film-makers. The students from Gis-
borne Boys High have been participants on a Gateways 
programme called Mentoring Maori Youth Through Film 
over the past three years. The students have won numer-
ous national and regional film awards, including Maori 
Television’s inaugural ANZAC Day Film Competition, the 
Students Against Drunk Driving Short Film Competition 
and they also came second in this years Tairawhiti 48 
Hours competition. 

The students have also won the secondary schools Movie 
Fest competition twice,  and as a result have visited Weta 
Workshop, the major winners top prize, not once but 
two times. The group have been mentored by Phyllis Cal-
laghan and Shannon Leefe, who both have Nati whaka-
papa links. Many of the students who have been through 
the programme also have ties to the Coast. Two of the 
boys Ashley Brown and Harley Roberts will be attend-
ing South Seas Film & Television School in Auckland next 
years. Jeffery Ruha, a former graduate, and also one of 
the original members of the mentoring programme was 
a guest speaker at the film evening. Jeffery now works as 
an editor for production house Cinco Cine.  

New CEO of RNP Returns Home 

Erana Keelan-Reedy has been announced as the new 
Chief Executive of Radio Ngati Porou. 

After twenty years in the broadcasting sector Erana 
has earned a reputation as a highly skilled and creative 
operator who inspires people by the quality of her 
work. 

“The Board is delighted to obtain the services of 
someone with Erana’s experience and expertise.” Mr 
Parata said.  “She has whakapapa links with Ngati 
Porou and as an ex-Trustee and ex employee of Radio 
Ngati Porou she fully appreciates the vital role the 
station has to promote and retain ‘te reo ake o Ngati 
Porou’.”

 “Erana’s long standing commitment to Radio Ngati 
Porou and Ngati Porou iwi is resolute,” Mr Parata said 
“and to have someone of this calibre lead the future 
development of Radio Ngati Porou is exciting.”

Erana has worked in the television, radio and print 
industries. She was also the founding editor of the 
original Nati Link magazine in 1998. 
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Ki Wiwi Ki Wawa

An upcoming exhibition representing what it means to 
be Ngati Porou, from the perspective of those at home 
and those based in urban centres opens in February 
2010. 

The exhibition will be at held at the Tairawhiti 
Museum in Gisborne and is curated by 
Tania Eruatua Short ( Te Whanau a Tuwhakairiora). 

Emerging Film-makers Celebrated

Backrow L-R: Chance Beckett-Ria, Kelvin Smith,
Ashley Brown, Ruan Deploy, Harley Roberts, 
Jessie Fleming and Hayden Stuart.
Front L-R: Eli Waata-Amai, Shannon Leefe and
Jeffrey Ruha. 

Photo courtesy Gisborne Herald. 
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DIY Makeover for 
Potaka Marae 
Nā Kerry Kururangi 

Pōtaka Marae and Te Whānau a Tapaeururangi have 
been given the news after their second attempt at
applying that they are in the next series of Marae DIY.  
The mahi will be from 4 March to 7 March 2010.

For our project we have six small jobs to complete in the 
three days DIY will be with us and they are:

• Covered manuhiri paetapu
• Covered tangata whenua paetapu
• Tomokanga
• Fencing and gardens around marae atea and 
front of wharekai
• Smarten up the road entrance way
• Rongoa garden and screened, paved courtyard 
area around the whare mirimiri

This is the beautification of our marae in time for the 
opening of our new wharenui hopefully at Easter 2010.
We are in the process of setting up our marae website so 
that it is operational before Christmas so whānau can be 
kept up to date on our progress and to hear the karanga 
for awhi towards the fundraising, kai, materials and the 
general labour force.

The co-ordinator for this project is Kerry Kururangi and 
her contact details are

Work phone  06 8644407
Home phone  06 8644709
Cell Phone  021 2336545
Email   kerry.kururangi@twor.ac.nz

So if you have building, painting, plumbing, gardening, 
cooking and the willingness to work skills
please contact Kerry.

Te Tai Rāwhiti/East Coast 
Cleanup Event 

Nā Panapa Ehau
Karanga ki ngā whānau o Te Tai Rāwhiti. 
Nau mai haere mai.

Ko Hikurangi tōkū maunga
Ko Waiapu tōkū awa
Ko Ue Pohatu, Umuarki ōkū hapū
Ko Panapa Ehau ahau

Tēnā koutou whānau. After returning home from ten 
years away from Te Tai Tairāwhiti studying, travelling 
and mahi, I am coordinating a massive coastal clean up 
from Potaka ki Mahia with an organisation called
Sustainable Coastlines.

We are putting out the call to all the whānau of our 
beautiful rohe to come together on the 2nd of January 
to help remove rubbish from our beaches. This is the 
perfect opportunity for tangata whenua to express
their role as kaitiaki and lead the way for the massive 
influx of visitors and whānau returning home for the 
holiday period.

We love our coastline, be it for the kaimoana to feed the 
whānau, swimming, surfing and generally enjoying, it’s 
great to have a chance to give something back to what 
gives us so much and enjoy it at the same time. Let’s 
make sure our coastline is as beautiful and abundant
for our mokopuna, and for their mokopuna yet to come, 
as it is for us.

Nau mai, haere mai whānau. We will let you know where 
to register via Radio Ngati Porou, UawaFM and
TurangaFM. You can also register online  at 
www.sustainablecoastlines.org 
Or by email-     panapa@sustainablecoatlines.org 
Otherwise you can call me on 0273696935.

presents

ON ‘10

COASTAL
CLEAN-UP

EMAIL sustainablecoastlines@hotmail.com

Start the year off on a good note
Help us clean up our beaches

CALL Sam on 021 0589349 or Panapa on 027 3696935

VISIT us at www.sustainablecoastlines.org for more information

EAST COAST
TE TAIRAWHITI
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Hinematioro: 
Huarahi ki te Ao 
Whanui
Nā Victor Walker. 

Ki te titiro atu koe ki rawahi o 
Uawa-nui-a-Ruamatua tae noa ki 
te matarae i waho atu o Titirangi, 
kei reira a Opoutama, te wahi e 
kiia nei ko Cooks Cove, a, kei waho 
paku atu, te motu o Te Pourewa. 

I te taenga tuatahitanga mai o Kapene Kuki ki tenei 
takiwa i te tau 1769, i noho a ia ki reira mo tetahi wa 
poto. I waiho ake e ia ana korero mo te pai o te tu a te 
tangata, me to ratou pukumahi ki te whakatipu kai. Na 
Joseph Banks a ia i awhina, nana hoki te putea. Ko tetahi 
o nga ingoa nui kei te takiwa o Opoutama, ko Te Upoko-
o-te-ika. He ingoa i taka mai i nga pakanga o mua. Ko 
te pa ko Te Kararoa te ingoa, he ingoa nui i nehera, he 
wahi whakaruru no nga tipuna. Kei Opoutama e papanga 
ana nga korero tawhito o nga tipuna o Ngati Porou o Te 
Aitanga-a-Hauiti. Ko nga upoko ariki o Uawa i te wa i tae 
mai ai a Kuki ma ki runga i tona waka a te Endeavour, ko 
Te Whakatatare-o-te-rangi raua ko Hinematioro. 

Na nga rangatira o Uawa i tuku atu he taonga ki a ratau 
manuhiri. He raurakau etahi. E ai ki nga korero, ko tetahi 
o nga taonga i kohatia atu ki te iwi o te Endeavour hei 
maumaharatanga ki a ratau, he poupou no te whare o 
Hinematioro. 

Ka mauria e nga iwi o te Endeavour ka waihotia e ratau 
te poupou nei ki te Whare Taonga o Ranana i Ingarangi. 
Ka hokona mai e te tumuaki o te Whare Taonga o Ranana 
te poupou nei hei taonga mana. Ka mauria e ia ki Tia-
mani, tona ake wahi noho. A kei reira tonu, kei te Whare 
Wananga o Tuebingin te poupou nei e tiakina ana e te 
iwi o reira. No te mea koia anake te poupou whakairo no 
te Whare o Hinematioro kei te tu tonu ka whakaaro nga 
mokopuna a Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti ki te haere ki Tiamani ki 
te matoro i a ia.

No te marama o Hepetema ka haere to matou tira ki Ra-
nana, a, ki Tiamani hoki. E rua tekau matau i haere. I tau 
atu matau ki Ranana ki te tirotiro i nga raurakau i mauria 

Hineteariki Parata- Walker  and poupou Hinematioro at 
 the Bonn Museum
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atu ra e Joseph Banks ki reira. Ka tino miharo i te kitenga 
atu i nga rau o etahi o nga rakau, kua ngaro ke i a matau 
o Uawa i enei ra. Ko te kaitiaki o nga taonga i kohia e 
Banks ko Steve Cafferty.

Na, ka mutu i Ranana ka haere to matau tira ma runga i 
te tereina ki te whenua o Wiwi,a, ka neke atu matau ki 
Tiamani, ki te Whare Taonga kei te taone nui o Bonn. Kei 
reira hoki e pupuritia ana nga taonga katoa o nga mou-
tere o Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa. Ko nga taonga nei i kohia 
e Banks me Kuki ma o te Endeavour, i te wa e haerere 
haere ana i nga moutere nei. 
I nekehia te poupou o Hinematioro ki reira hei kanohi 
Maori mo nga tangata whenua o Aotearoa. I powhiri-
tia matau e nga rangatira o te whare taonga. Ko Volker 
Harms to matau kaiarahi. Ka tangihia ka mihia ka wa-
iatatia te taonga whakaepaepa nei e to matau ropu. Ka 
whakanuia ki te karakia ki te moteatea. 

Matawai ana te whatu, hotu ana te manawa i te kitenga 
atu i nga whakairo: i te manaia, me te mohio tonu i 
taraitia a ia i mua i te taenga mai o tauiwi me te maitai ki 
Aotearoa. Kaore he taonga e rite ki tera; no te Ao Maori 
tuturu. Katahi ano ka kitea te hohonutanga o nga mahi 
a nga tohunga o ratau ma kua wehe atu ki Tawhiti e. Ka 
kite matau i te haehae i te pakati otira nga mea katoa e 
whakaatu ana i te koha nui a te iwi o Te Rawheoro. 
Ka mau te wehi o nga Tiamana ra ki te whakapaipai i 
tona ahua. I whakaorangia, i whakahoungia nga wahi 
pirau katoa. Pohehe ana te tangata no tainahi tonu nei i 
waihangatia ai. 

Ahakoa to matau pouri kei te whenua ke te taonga nei e 
takoto ana, ki o matau whakaaro, nana, na Hinematioro 
i para te huarahi hei haerenga mo ana mokopuna ki nga 
topito o te Ao, ara, ki Tiamani. Whaia taua huarahi. Na, 
kua marama tatau ki to tatau Hikurangitanga me ona 
tikanga, tena pea a tona wa, ka taea e tatau te whai atu 
nga mohiotanga kei te Ao Whanui.

At the British Museum of Natural History, Steve Cafferty and Roopu. 
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In this regular section Ngati Porou Taurahere around the 
motu will share the latest on what has been happening 
with their roopu. This issue kicks off with our “Super City”  
based whanaunga,  Te Taurahere o Ngāti Porou ki Tāmaki 
Trust. 

E nga mana, e nga hapu, e nga whanau, koutou ra e noho 
mai na i nga wharuarua me nga kokoru maha o te tai-
whakarunga o te tai-whakararo…tena ra koutou katoa.  
Anei o whanaunga e tuku mihi atu i te piiki taone, akuni 
ka huri tenei ko te Super-City! Heoi, ko te wa hararei e 
tata ake nei ka huihui tatau i a tatau ano. Na reira, anei 
he maramara korero mo nga whakahaeretanga i konei, 
hai hapai, hai whakamarama hoki ki nga Nati e noho 
whanui atu i te whenua.  

The key focus in the past 18 months for our Taurahere 
has been on building culture and identity for the 13,215 
Ngati Porou resident in the greater Auckland region. 
We have found through engaging with  our fellow Nati 
Citizens:

• They are passionate about their identity and 
want to know more about themselves
• They want to meet other Ngati Porou in comfort-
able forums
• They have a high sense of voluntarism to sup-
porting the tribe here
• They are skilled and highly networked to create 
self-funding projects

 Therefore  we have tailored our activities to meet their 
characteristics and needs. A brief summary of the proj-
ects we have been involved with follows. 

Porou Ariki Kapa Haka 

Our group was formed in early May 2008 for entry into 
the Tamaki Regional Competitions, which is the larg-
est and arguably one of the most competitive regional 
competitions nationally. With only six weeks of training 
assisted in tutoring by Selwyn Parata, the team man-
aged 9th place of 13 teams entered. The team has also 
represented Ngati Porou at an international indigenous 
conference convened at the University of Auckland and 
performed at the Gisborne book launch for Nga Tama 
Toa. It is now focused on the 2010 Tamaki regional com-
petitions and is planning to improve its placing. Porou 
Ariki is one of the flag-ship initiatives for our  Taurahere. 
Our goals are to establish a footprint in the regional com-
petition, present a message of Ngati Porou unity and to 
support the home base (Hui-Taurima & Tamararo). 

TAURAHERE KORERO/

NGATI POROU KI TAMAKI

Above: Porou Ariki Kapa Haka performing at the 2008 Labour 
Weekend Launch of “Nga Tamatoa: The Price of CItizenship,” at 
Te Poho o Rawiri marae. 

NATIS IN THE “SUPER” CITY 
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Wananga

A monthly wananga series was tested this year, begin-
ning in May and running through to November. Te Whare 
Wananga o Awanuiarangi has allocated resource to work 
with us to develop our wananga series for 2010. This 
support will integrate with our  Education Strategy, Reo 
Plan and include input and personnel from home. 

Sports

The Trust has supported a Ngati Porou team entered in 
a local touch football competition in Auckland central 
for the past 2 years. The team continues to compete and 
is planning to enter a youth side at the National Maori 
Touch tournament in Dec 2010. The recent appointment 
of Wiremu Mato (Waipiro Bay) to the significant role of 
He Oranga Poutama Manager, effectively Sparc’s Maori 
Sport Manager for the greater Auckland Region, provides 
an opportunity to expand our sport focus.

Italy Tour

We are currently taking registrations for a tour to Italy 
October 2010 and already we have reached 50%  full 
capacity. Many Ngati Porou families carry the names of 
Italian towns in their whakapapa, commemorating the 
places where their men were killed or buried eg. Faenza, 
Orsogna, Florence. The Italian city of Cassino has re-
quested a sister-city relationship with Gisborne and we 
will celebrate this on our tour. 

Te Reo Ake o Ngati Porou

We have recently completed a Language Strategy for re-
tention and revitalisation of the Ngati Porou dialect. The 
document is available to view on our website. 

Other Initiatives
Communication Strategy:
In the coming new year we will launch a regular Ngati 
Porou hour-long programme covering content of interest 
to Ngati Porou in Auckland. The programme is the first 
trial of its kind by Radio Waatea and will help us to reach 
our members. 

Education Strategy: 

Te Whare Wananga o Awanuiarangi will also assist us 
to develop a wider education strategy for the region. A 
planning session will be held in 2010 to be attended by 
key education sector leaders in Auckland and nominated 
change-makers from the home-base.

Urban Maori Authority:

The Trust seeks to establish itself as a partner in the 
region with other Maori and stakeholder organisations. 
The Trust is registering the name Ngati Porou Urban 
Authority with the Ministry of Economic Development. 
Early next year we will commence scoping the viability 
of establishing the Ngati Porou UMA in Tamaki with the 
support of the National UMA.

Capacity & Succession:

The Trust’s first AGM is planned for early in the New 
Year. With the scale, reach and leadership potential of 
the projects on the books and those yet to develop, it is 
imperative that we plan capacity and succession. Manda-
tory rotation of Board members refreshes the skills mix 
and we are already attracting competent new performers 
to fill these growing roles.

Contact info:

Website:   www.ngatiporouauckland.co.nz
Email:     info@ngatiporouauckland.co.nz
Communications:  Barry Soutar, Tel 021 45 98 54
Wananga:   Tiwana Tibble, Tel  0274 472 663
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Popular descriptions which come to the minds of 
most people when they think about the 
thoroughbred industry are: 
Sport of Kings. Elitist. Only for the Rich & Powerful.  
But according to a  former Ngati Porou Farm Cadet, 
it’s a multi-million dollar arena many of our Coastie 
kids could aspire to become apart of. 

Less than thirteen years ago Paul Hunter ( Ngai Tane) 
was a 16 year old high school drop out with no long term 
career plans. Today he is one of Australasia’s rising young 
thoroughbred breeders, and it all started by learning to 
fix a fencepost. 

Paul is the Senior Manager at Seaton Park, one of the top 
Stud farms in the Waikato. He has a staff of three work-
ing under him, and works with a combined total staff of 
nine between two operations. His mahi involves every-
thing from: conception (getting the clients mares infoal 
for the next season, to a stallion of their choice);  adjust-
ment (Clients paying the stud farm to look after their 
horses,  from race horses to weanlings; and sales ( horses 
from 1yr of age being put up for auction). Last year Paul 
won the Mary-Lynne Ryan Young Achievers Award. This 
prestigious achievement was presented by the Waikato 
branch of the NZ Thoroughbred Breeders Association. 
Paul was raised in Gisborne by his father Paul Hunter (Sr) 

who hails from the Waiapu Valley and his mother Geor-
gina, who comes from Rotorua. His Nanny and Papa from 
his Dad’s side are Emamuera Hunter and Riripeti Kaa. 
After leaving Gisborne Boys High he did a short 
stint in the forestry, before enrolling on a Te Runanga o 
Ngati Porou initiated  Farm Cadetship programme run by 
his  Uncle Maurice  Kururangi. On the one year course 
Paul was trained in  fencing, shearing and animal man-
agement. But he says one of the most important skills 
he developed was people skills. Paul goes onto add, “On 
reflection, communication was the most important thing 
I learned on the course. With the job I do now it’s vital to 
communicate effectively with my clients. At the time of 
being a farm cadet, I thought the all the skills I learned 
were irrelevant.”

ON THE FAST TRACK TO 
SUCCESS

HE NATI KEI TE WHENUA/

NATI PROFILE

Paul Hunter being presented with the 2008 Mary-Lynne Ryan 
Young Achievers Award. Photo Courtesy Tainui Press.
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His introduction to Stud farming came at the end of his 
course, when he and the other students went to look at 
some farms in the Waikato. Paul says one of the places 
they visited was a stud farm and this experience sparked 
his curiosity. “ I had never seen anything like that be-
fore. Farming to me was all about sheep and cows, so 
I thought , “this is pretty different.”  Four months later 
Paul was learning much more about breeding thorough-
breds when he started working as a trainee at Fayette 
Park in Tirau. The managers of the stud farm nurtured 
his early career which Paul explains further.  “My bosses 
were really supportive towards me. They told me that 
the Maori kids they had as trainees were naturally tal-
ented and gifted for this kind of industry. But I at first I 
had to work hard to earn their respect, and really knuck-
le down and focus.” 

Paul believes Ngati Porou rangatahi have the same ability 
he showed at their young age to go far in thoroughbred 
breeding. “ When I was growing up there was heaps of 
Coastie kids who were into riding their horses and  tak-
ing part in the horse-sports or the rodeo. Because their 
whanau have been looking after and breeding their own 
horses for generations, these kids are born with natural 
abilities. If only they knew the skills they already possess 
could transfer quite easily to the industry I’m in.” 
Paul says there are very few Maori in the stud breed-
ing world, and many people believe it’s not an industry 
for them. “ The perception out there is that it’s only for 
wealthy Pakeha people. But they only see the glamour-
ous racing side of the picture. They don’t see what’s hap-
pening behind the scenes they could become involved 
in.”

While he has been a stud farm manager Paul has helped 
some young Maori workers, and he says they encounter 
the same issues he had as a young trainee.    
“I found it hard getting out of my comfort zone at first 
and I missed my friends and family a lot. Because there is 
no thoroughbred industry on the East Coast, you have to 
travel away and live in established horse racing centres 
like Auckland or the Waikato. I also found all the theory 
work difficult, especially since I hated it when I was at 
school. But what I tell my young workers is that if you 
really want to get somewhere you have to do the home 
work, even though you might be good at the practical.” 

As stud farm manager Paul carries a busy work schedule, 
but continues to keep in contact regularly with his Uncle 
Maurice. “ I ring him at least twice a month and ask him 
for management advice. He knows all about best farm 
practices, human resources and horses. Uncle reckons 
communication is important. He says to me,“ If you can’t 
communicate, then you can’t complete step one to get 
to step 2.”  

Paul hopes this article will make a vocation in the  thor-
oughbred industry more appealing to young Nati’s with 
a passion for their horses. He would also  wouldn’t mind 
becoming a a role model to those who want to develop 
their interest in this “ big risk/ high return business” fur-
ther. To finish off  his own words of advice are “If you see 
the big picture you can overcome the obstacles - a major 
one for me was all the theory I had to do. But this indus-
try I’m in is a wicked career that can take you around the 
world if you want it to.”

Paul believes Ngati Porou rangatahi have 
the same ability he showed at their young 
age to go far in thoroughbred breeding. 
“When I was growing up there was heaps 
of Coastie kids who were into riding their 
horses and  taking part in the horse-sports 
or the rodeo.”

Paul and his whanau, Petrina his wife and daughter Lily-Pearl.

Paul at the Karaka yearling sales
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“In New York, concrete jungle 
where dreams are made of,
There’s nothing you can’t do. 
Now you’re in New York 
These streets will make you feel 
brand new,
Big lights will inspire you,
Let’s hear it for New York, 
New York, New York…”

From “Empire State of Mind”
(2009)

The chorus to the latest song by Native 
New Yorkers Jay-Z and Alicia Keys must perfectly 
encapsulate the experience 18 year old Nathaniel 
Ratapu is having at the moment. In August this year 
Nathaniel began studying at Columbia University, in 
New York City. The former Campion College student 
was accepted to the Ivy League university on a full 
scholarship, where he will spend the next four years 
until he graduates in the class of 2013. 

Nathaniel affiliates to Rongowhakaata and 
Te Aitanga a Mahaki. But he also has a Nati 
connection through Te Aitanga a Hauiti. His dad 
Phil Ratapu’s Nanny on his mothers side was Mona 
Brown from Uawa. Nathaniel also has an American 
whakapapa courtesy of his Mum,  Shauna Ratapu. 

Nati Link was lucky enough to score a few moments 
of free time with Nathaniel while he was prepping 
for end of year finals. 

Nathaniel
Goes To
NYC
 

HE NATI KEI TAWAHI/
INTERNATIONAL NATIS
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What are you studying at Columbia? 

Currently I’m working towards a double concentration 
(a double major of sorts but with more flexibility) in Art 
History and International Politics.

 I originally came to Columbia with the concrete belief 
that I was going to major in Political Science and minor 
in journalism; arriving at Columbia my mindset was 
changed entirely. There were so many more opportuni-
ties, amazing art resources, and a broad open curriculum 
that encouraged me to follow less of what was economi-
cally safe, and more of what I really was passionate 
about. 

Why did you want to study at Columbia?

Columbia University, besides its ranking as the number 
8th best university in the world and its Ivy League status, 
is a cosmopolitan melting pot. 

Columbia is the only Ivy League university where mi-
norities make up more of the population than Pakeha – 
nearly 45% of the school population is African American 
alone. The international presence on campus is phenom-
enal, and Columbia’s dedication to diversity was a lead-
ing factor in my choice. 

Equally important was the fact Columbia prizes contro-
versy and opinion – they don’t pull punches in an effort 
to be politically correct or quiet. Columbia is in the heart 
of Manhattan, arguably the epicentre of ideas and be-
liefs. Columbia has hosted, among many, Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad (President of Iran), Gert Wilders (leading Dan-
ish politician and firm anti-Islamist), Eve Ensler (Author 
of Vagina Monologues) and many other controversial 
figures who give the students the opportunities to form 
independent opinions about world politics and interna-
tional issues, devoid of media and national interest. 

Columbia’s Core Curriculum, anchored in their key course 
– Masterpieces of Western Literature and Philosophical 
Thought – was the final piece to my decision. The Core, 
which provides a firm basis for all students in the 

subjects of Literature, Art, Music, Science, Philosophy 
and Foreign Languages/Cultures, ensures that Columbia 
students graduate as citizens of the world, well rounded 
in their knowledge, and capable of working with indi-
viduals from all walks and fields of life. What more could 
you want from a university?

What are your fellow students and
 lecturers like?

The staff and students of Columbia, are for lack of a bet-
ter word, incredible. My lecturers are leading members 
of their respective fields with world renowned projects 
and achievements under their belt, which they are more 
than willing to discuss with us during their classes. 

My Frontiers of Science Professor works in Biodiversity 
and is a leading contributor to major scientific research 
on climate change and environmental responsibility, and 
is speaking at the World Climate Forum in Copenhagen 
this month. My Philosophy of Art teacher is frequently 
heading off after class to Paris, Berlin, and Geneva to 
give talks at major European universities, and is consid-
ered one of the most important philosophers of the 21st 
century.

 My peers are almost all from the top 2% of their respec-
tive high school student bodies, and amongst them are 
published authors, Olympic athletes, recording artists, 
and political activists. These are kids who I can chat till 4 
AM with about the ideas of Nietzche and Plato, or who 
will avidly debate over the current issues of Israel. 

They are also people who I can laugh and have amazingly 
genuine conversations with. These kids have already 
proved themselves to get here. Now they are here, we 
all get a chance to relish in each other’s company, learn 
from one another and at last feel like we are with people 
who want to learn.

Left: Columbia University Library. 
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Have you met some inspirational people at 
Columbia?

All of my friends are inspirational to me. I had a chance 
to meet Eve Ensler, as I mentioned above, who spoke 
to us about human injustice issues in the Congo, and 
premiered to us her latest monologue which brought me 
to tears.

 I have met kids who have overcome abusive families, 
who have lived alone and in homeless shelters for the 
last five years while working to get to college, people 
who come from war-torn nations like Sudan and Iraq. 
There stories of triumph, of survival constantly amaze 
and humble me, and I am so glad that I get a chance to 
know them, and their lives. 

What are some highlights of your time so 
far at Columbia?

There are so many. Concerts in Central Park. Visiting the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and seeing every major 
artist you have ever studied; their original work sprawled 
out endlessly around you. Halloween in Greenwich Vil-
lage; two million people dressed up marching through 
the Wall Street laughing and cheering with delight. 
Watching Wicked on Broadway. Eating a churro under-
neath the Statue of Liberty.  Free jazz concerts with living 

legends dropping in for a solo or two. Midnight com-
edy clubs. Visits from Bill Clinton and Bill Gates. Snow. 
Carols on the steps of Low Library. Anytime I go to Times 
Square. Salsa Dancing on Pier 45. Never going to bed be-
fore 3 AM in the weekends, because there is always one 
more thing we could be doing in the city. 

What’s it like studying & living in the Big 
Aporo? Is it just like what you see on TV?

It’s everything and much much more. People are friendly 
in NYC, genuinely friendly. It’s fast paced, and busy, but 
you never feel out of place. You never feel unwelcome. 
There is always a new corner that you haven’t been 
around, something you haven’t explored. 

New York City NEVER sleeps. You can be coming to the 
subway at 2 AM and find families riding with you, and 
people just heading off to work. New York City is not just 
rich folk and gangsters. It isn’t Gossip Girl. It’s real people 
living real lives, all around you, on top of you, in the cof-
fee stores, on the streets. It is the world in miniature. 

Nathaniel and his uni friends having fun in Times Square, 
during a Photo Quest competition. 
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What do you miss about being away from 
home?

I miss my parents. A lot. Besides that however, I really 
don’t miss a lot. NYC feels like my home now. 

Do you miss any particular kai from home?

Haha, I miss Vegemite I tell you. I never ate it a lot, but 
now that I never can find it, I relish my memories of it. 
But in NYC you really can find pretty much anything you 
are craving for, and better yet, you can find it for afford-
able prices. 

What will you do when you finish 
your degree?

That is the million dollar question right there. I have no 
idea to be perfectly honest. I want to do so much, there 
are so many doors I want to try before I settle into any-
thing definite. I’d love to travel, take a year or two to go 
around Europe and Asia- go on an art pilgrimage of sorts. 
Then who knows? 

The United Nations has always intrigued me as a possible 
career option, and maybe even an internship at a ma-
jor museum. Oh, and of course Graduate School. A B.A. 
Counts for virtually nothing on its own these days, so 
I’m definitely looking into perhaps the Woodrow Wilson 
school of Political Science at Yale, or Princeton’s School 
of Journalism to get my M.A. 

When you do come back home to live would 
you like to do some work with your iwi?

I would definitely like to contribute back into my com-
munity – I want so many more kids from Gisborne to get 
the opportunity that I’ve had to explore what the world 
is really like, and to transcend all boundaries in life and 
education.

After I graduate I intend to help out in any capacity pos-
sible with programmes across New Zealand to encourage 
Maori students to strive for the rangatira inside of them, 
to find their ambition and run with it. My Maoritanga is 
something I treasure and will always value for being a 
part of who I am. 

Nathaniel has his own website. Go to:
www.nathanielgoestocolumbia.webs.com

Right:  Nathaniel with his Dad, Phil and Mum, Shauna. 

Below: Nathaniel and his Dad arriving in New York. 



33

NGA KORERO O TE RUNANGA/

RUNANGA UPDATE 

2009 Hui a Tau 
Over 200 people gathered for the Runanga’s Hui 
a Tau on Sunday 20 December. Combined with 
the Pakeke Luncheon it proved to be an informa-
tive and enjoyable day. Held at Hiruharama marae 
there were reports from Deloitte (auditor), the 
Porou Ariki Trust, the Ngati Porou Seafood Group, 
TRONP, Pakihiroa Farms Ltd, Te Haeata and the 
Foreshore and Seabed Commitee. 

One of the clear signals the Runanga sent was that 
it intends shifting more resources into the 
community beginning with funding for the seven 
hapu clusters. Facilitating better insurance 
packages for all Ngati Porou marae was also raised 
as an initiative for the New Year. 

Download your own digital copy of the Annual 
Report from www.ngatiporou.com 

Kapohanga was full of people as the 
Runanga’s annual report was delivered. 

L-R: Selwyn Parata (Deputy Chair), Dr Apirana Mahuika ( Chair), 
Dr Monty Soutar ( Chief Executive). 
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All eyes on the annual report. 

     Betty Sollitt and Rora Harrison

Nancy Koia, Pera Molloy, Porua Green. 

Tina Heeney  with the hui’s oldest attendant and former 
Chair of the marae, Dave Morice (90 years old)

Isobelle Horomia and Professor Linda Tuhiwai Smith. 

Past and present CEs: Amohaere Houkamau 
and Monty Soutar 

The ‘top table’ at the pakeke luncheon.

Tate Pewhairangi (TRONP trustee) and 
Whi Wanoa (PAT Trustee)
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In the latest data released by the Ministry of Justice, Maori rangatahi (age 14-16) are significantly over-represented in 
youth offending statistics, comprising around half of the clients within the youth justice system. In the Gisborne region 
these figures climb to eighty five percent.  

Whanau Oranga (the Social development unit of the runanga) have extended their Whakapakari Whakaoho Whanau 
(www.kete)  programme to include youth living in Kaiti.  This programme has been used successfully on the East Coast 
through the Hapu Social Services group who are funded by the runanga annually to deliver programmes unique to 
their respective hapu/communities aimed at providing positive experiences for whanau, especially our youth.  Al-
though the Kaiti based programme differs slightly, the approach, design and implementation is the same.  

Nga Reo Tautoko (an extension of www.kete) aims to address this major issue affecting our rangatahi and our com-
munities.  The programme adopts a number of initiatives and interventions, wrapped around a framework embracing 
culture and identity. 

Nati Link interviewed the kaiawhina of the programme,  Rawiri Wanoa (Te Whanau a Tuwhakairiora) and Rua Tipoki 
(Ngati Hokopu, Te Whanau a Tuwhakairiora) at their Kaiti based office. 

Supporting Our Rangatahi To 
Find Their Own Voice

L-R: Rua Tipoki and Rawiri Waitoa have recently begun working as kaiawhina for Nga Reo Tautoko. 
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Rawiri Wanoa

As the new Youth Co-ordinator 
of the Nga Reo Tautoko Rawiri 
Wanoa has the ability to relate 
on a number of different levels 
to the rangatahi referred to him. 
The twenty seven year old is 
relatively not that much older 
than his teenage clients, and 
shares many of the interests 

and passions that  appeal to young people. For the past 
few years he has worked in a paid and unpaid capacity 
with youth, and is a member of the multi-talented hip 
hop/R & B group Zero T. But it’s also on a more deeper 
and personal level that Rawiri can relate to some of the 
rangatahi referred to him. It was only ten years ago that 
he was also a client of the Youth Justice system. 

Rawiri was initially hesitant before offering this informa-
tion about his past, but believes that by sharing his own 
experience it may also provide hope to those currently 
going through the system.  “ I was 17 when I was con-
victed for drink driving, causing an injury. Those were 
dark times for me and I had no support. I went through 
the youth justice system, but at the time no-one offered 
to help me understand or explain what was going on.

 However today young people have more opportunities 
with the Marae- based Court system to access the sup-
port and services I didn’t receive.” He reflects further, 
“After all that I went through I hope it shows that you 
can be hianga and mischief, but with resiliance you can 
bounce back.” 

Nga Reo Tautoko is aimed at rangatahi between the 
ages of 14-16 who are displaying at risk behavior of of-
fending or re-offending. Rangatahi who are referred to 
the service are  encouraged to make positive choices 
and receive one on one role modeling, mentoring and 
guidance. Marae based wananga are also part the 
programme and participants will experience outdoor 
recreation activities like surfing, fishing and diving. There 
will  be an emphasis during the wananga on reconnect-
ing youth to their cultural heritage through whakapapa, 
tikanga and kawa. 

The programme is also responsible for hooking up young 
people with other organizations in the community that 
can help support them, ie. Youth agencies, training 
centres, sports teams or clubs, work placements. Rawiri 
is excited about his new role and say’s he can’t wait to 
build relationships with his young clients. “ I want to be 
someone they can trust to talk to, be their advocate or 
view as an older brother. I want to help restore their self-
respect and instill in them a sense of identity and pride. “ 

Before working at Te Runanga o Ngati Porou  Rawiri was 
employed as a mentor for the Childrens’ Heath Camp 
Organisation, covering the Bay of Plenty/Hawkes Bay and 
East Coast/Gisborne region.  His  role involved not only 
working with children with health or obesity issues but 
also those children exposed to physical and sexual abuse, 
afflicted with mental issues or ADD ( Attention Deficit 
Disorder) or suffering from complex societal issues. 

Rawiri decided to apply for the position not only because 
he saw it as an opportunity to upskill and challenge 
himself, but also with his new role he will be able to have 
more contact time with his clients. “ Because I covered a 
large area with my old job, I wasn’t able to spend enough 
quality time with the young people under my care. But 
now I will be able to establish better relationships be-
cause I will be able to see them at least once a week.” 

Rawiri also hopes to incorporate his love for music in 
his new job. He has been a founding member of the 
group Zero T for the past six years, and during this time 
they have recorded an albumn, with two of the singles 
released, “ Cruzin” and “Get ‘Em Up” making it into the 
top 20 NZ charts. Zero T have also performed at many lo-
cal as well as national festivals,  created music videos and 
worked with top people in the music industry including 
Feleti Strickson-Pua, from Nesian Mystik and LA based 
Brian Gardener, who mastered the albumns of the Black 
Eyed Peas and Eminem. 

Rawiri says the inspiration to start the band began in 
2001 when he and a friend were looking for something 
to do to keep out of trouble. “At the time we were really 
into Bones Thugs & Harmony and Tupac. One night we 
grabbed a tapedeck and guitar then started rapping and 
writing songs until 2’oclock in the morning. We played 
the songs we had recorded to our friends and also began 
performing outside the night clubs. 

Word about what we were doing got around and soon 
others wanted to join us. Our first album was created in 
a room with a wall of mattresses around it, and recorded 
on a friends borrowed computer. But one of our other 
friends knew the guy who was producing Nesian Mystik’s 
albumn, so he came to help us out, and that’s how Feleti 
got involved as well. “ 

Although Rawiri enjoys acting as a mentor and “older 
big brother” to his young clients he is also quick not to  
forget the role his whanau play in providing a sense of 
stability and strength in his life. “ I must acknowledge the 
support I have received from my wife  Hokinga (“Hooks”) 
and my children Amos and Remaliah.” In the long term 
Rawiri hopes the Nga Reo Tautoko programme will be 
viewed as an excellent good practice model by other 
Youth support services around the country. On a per-
sonal level he hopes to learn more about his Ngati Porou 
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whakapapa and history through his role. “ I am both 
happy and proud to  be working for my iwi on this side 
of the river and to have the opportunity to work with my 
own people.” 

Rua Tipoki 

Rua Tipoki knows he is one of the lucky ones. As a young 
boy growing up in 1980s era Kaiti, he and his mates liked 
to roam the streets getting up to mischief and indulg-
ing in some activities not intended for children. Had it 
not been for the intervention by a number of influential  
adults at a critical stage of his young life, Rua acknowl-
edges things may have turned out quite differently for 
him.  It is with this  knowledge in mind that Rua takes his 
role as the new Mentoring Co-ordinator for the 
Nga Reo Tautoko programme extremely seriously. He is 
the living proof of the effect a strong support network 
can have on a young person’s decisions. 

Rua recently joined Nga Reo Tautoko working along-
side Rawiri Wanoa. Together they facilitate initiatives 
designed to support youth make better choices. Rua’s 
main focus with his role is to encourage rangatahi to set 
and realize their goals. To help achieve this he is co-
ordinating the recruitment of a group of mentors who 
wish to share their skills, expertise and time with ranga-
tahi on the programme.  “ The mentors can come from 
any sector of the community, “ says Rua. “They can be 
sportspeople,  musicians, tradesmen, pakeke.  Anyone 
in the community who can provide these rangatahi with 
good advice and be good role models to them.” 

Each young person will be assessed to find out what their 
interests and possible aspirations are, and shortly after-
wards they will be partnered up with a mentor in their 
area of expertise to provide guidance and support. 
The mentor will meet with their allocated mentee on 
regular basis,  at least once a month at first. Rua an-
ticipates as their relationship develops a firm bond is 
formed between the young person and the role model. 

“ I realize all the mentors have other commitments but 
in reality it’s not a huge amount of time to contribute. I 
hope the time they do spend together may develop into 
a good friendship.” He goes on to say, “From my experi-
ence when I was a teenager someties you get hoha with 
listening to your parents and whanau. By having extra 
support the mentors can provide another voice of sup-
port and guidance - Nga Reo Tautoko.” 

It was only less than six months ago that Rua was living 
half a world away in an environment he says not too dis
miliar to the Coast. Munster, a province in the south 
–west of Ireland was home for two years for Rua and 
his young whanau. During that time Rua played for the 
Munster rugby team and helped contribute to Mun-
ster winning the 2008 European Heineken Cup for the 
second time, beating Toulouse 16-13. He says the people 

ABOVE: Rawiri with the other members of their group Zero-T. 
Photo Courtesy Zero-T. 
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of Ireland reminded him of the people from the Coast; 
very whanau oriented and community spirited. He made 
many close friends and one of his team mates even 
named his baby after him. 

However the pull of home and the fact he and his wife 
Mihi’s four young children ( Naera, Manahi, Mihingarangi  
and Ngarimu) were growing older contributed to their 
decision to come back to Gisborne. When they returned 
in July Rua was asked to speak at the Ngata Memorial 
Lectures, where he spoke about his background growing 
up and his desire to be a role model for young people. 
He also talked about the accomplishments made in his 
professional rugby career, which he began at the age of 
20 playing in the NZ Sevens. 

Rua’s list of achievements are long and distinguished:  
Captain of the North Harbour Rugby Team who won the 
Ranfurly Shield in 2006; Member of the Bay of Plenty 
Team who also won the Shield in 2004; Member of the  
2005 NZ Maori team that defeated the  British & Irish 
Lions for the first time ever in the history of Maori rugby; 
Captain of the 2007 NZ Maori team during the Churchill 
Cup tournament in England; Competitor in the Super 14 
for the Blues, the Highlanders and the Crusaders; Two 
years  playing club rugby in Japan; and last but not least 
pulling on the Sky Blue jersey for Ngati Porou East Coast 
Rugby in the late 1990s. 

However Rua believes the success he has experienced 
may not have happened if his life had  taken another di-
rection in his early teens. “My Mum had me really young 
at 16 and by the time I was five, although she loved me 
heaps, it was best that my parents separated. So from 
the age of five Dad pretty much brought me up by him-
self. “ Rua goes on to say, “He did the best that he could, 
but sometimes he found it hard. When he needed to 
have a release he would go down to the pub, and I ‘d be 
left home alone. On the street where I lived, lots of my 
mates liked to go roaming so we just went out and did 
whatever we wanted to. At a really early age, especially 
on our side of the bridge, we were exposed to things like 
dope, crime and gangs.”  

Rua is swift to point out that although at times his father 
found it difficult to raise him, he was very supportive of 
his son. “ Dad was always right behind what I did and 
encouraged me to do well at school work and sports. 
When I started getting older that’s when he found it hard 
to control me. One day down at the pub Dad said to Pat, 
“ Rua’s not listening to me anymore.” That’s when Pat 
came to see me on his bike, and picked me up for a game 
of touch.” 

The Pat who Rua is referring to is Pat Makiri, President of 
the Pirates Rugby Club, and veteran television broadcast-
er. Through introducing Rua to the game of touch, Pat 
also unwittingly kick started the early beginnings of his 

rugby career. “ The touch helped with my rugby, and kept 
me really busy as teenager so I couldn’t get into trouble. 
Before I had too much free time on my hands.” Pat was 
one of the first of many positive role models to provide 
support and guidance to Rua throughout his life. 

Others were Taka Mackey and Zac Te Maro from the 
Maori martial arts group, Rangataua o Aotearoa (ROA). 
“ When I was at Ilmintser Intermediate I stayed around 
afterschool one day and watched these guys practic-
ing. They asked me to join ROA, and that’s where I 
learned discipline. My mates were into drugs at the 
time, but I couldn’t do that cos I wouldn’t be fit for 
training. I had to really step up if I wanted to be in that 
environment.”Another key influence was Derek Lardelli, 
his teacher at Gisborne Boys High. “Derek was an  inspi-
rational man to be taught by. In our Kapa haka, in our Te 
Reo classes. Overall he was just an excellent example of 
what a good role model should be. All the young Maori 
boys tried to strive to be like him.” 

After secondary school Rua attended university at 
Auckland and Waikato where he studied law and Maori. 
It was while studying he began his professional rugby ca-
reer where he came into contact with some people who 
were to play a pivotal role in his future direction. “Buck 
Shelford, Glen Osborne  and Eric Rush are also  my role 
models. Buck showed me what it is to be a leader and 
have determination and guts. He was the best at what 
he did, and he was an awesome role model for Maori 
males. When he was at his prime in the All Blacks, he led 
the top team in the world to victory. And he was a Maori. 
I consider Glen to show what it’s like to be a good Dad, 
and he’s also good at fishing and hunting. With Eric he’s 
not only a leader, but he’s also overcome obstacles and 
bad things in his life.” 

Rua says Eric’s experiences have  provided him with a 
example of how to deal with set backs within his own ca-
reer.  “I acknowledge that I have made my own mistakes. 
When I was growing up in Kaiti, Whanau Apanui and the 
Coast disputes were settled with your fists. You had to 
fight, otherwise you got a hiding or learned how to get 
fast at running.  In my rugby career, I used to have the 
same mind set and that’s not acceptable. I’ve had lot’s of 
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suspensions and it took me years to come to terms with 
what was the proper way to act. Rugby is such a combat-
ive profession. I’d get my wires crossed and then revert 
to the way I used to deal with things growing up. 
I think what I have learned as an adult is a good example 
for the kids on our programme. It’s OK if you make a mis-
take because you can correct it. Just keep trying because 
around the corner it does come right.” 

With his new role Rua is excited about the opportunity to 
share his experiences and valuable life lessons with the 
rangatahi. He wants to channel his energies into helping 
to transform the lives of others who were once in the 
same situation he was in. “I’m pasionate about nurturing 
our rangatahi. I grew up here and I saw how abundant 
the talent is- in sports, music, across the board. Today 
teenagers are still exposed to the same chalIenges I was 
– alcohol, drugs, violence, crime. But I think the differ-
ence is now the stakes are a lot higher. They are carrying 
knives and stabbing each other.” 

Among the mentors Rua has confirmed to help out with 
the ‘Nga Reo Tautoko’  is Hurriances player Hosea Gear 
and boxer Shane Cameron. “ Shane is right behind our 
kaupapa. He’s a guy who knows first hand the wealth of 
talent in our community, and how much of that talent 
gets wasted. He would like to see others make  the same 
time commitment. It’s something which did a lot for his 
career having good role models.”

The mentoring Rua provides is not only confined to the 
rangatahi on the programme. As a father he also tries to 
be a good role model to his children and their friends, 
“ in the weekend we have up to 10-12 kids stay at our 
house who we look after.” He also tries to offer advice 

and help to young local rugby players who are coming up 
the ranks. Looking back at his life thus far Rua believes 
rangatahi have the potential to achieve the same, if not 
more success he has. “ If you don’t know what you really 
want to do then have a go at everything. You may dis-
cover something you like. Don’t be scared of getting out 
of your comfort zone. Get away from the Playstation and 
stop just hanging out with your friends all the time. Good 
opportunities can come your way.” 

For those rangatahi who do know what they want to 
achieve in their lives he has this to say. “Come and talk to 
me or Rawiri ,or someone you trust. The only thing that 
can stop you from achieving your hearts desire is your-
self. There is no obstacle great enough to stop you if you 
really want something.” 

If you’re interested in becoming a mentor or know someone 
who is then contact Rawiri or Rua on 06 867 9960.  

Rua was one of the guest speakers at the 2009 Ngata Memorial Lectures. Photo courtesy Nori Parata. 



40

2010 HIKURANGI DAWN CEREMONY
JAN 1, 2010

An invitation is extended to Ngati Porou whanau to 
attend the Hikurangi Maunga Dawn Ceremony.

Programme:
4am   Assemble at Pakihiroa Station

4.15am    Depart for Te Takapau a Maui

5am   Assemble in parking area adjacent to
   Te Takapau a Maui

5.15am  Dawn Ceremony commences
  Karanga
  Karakia
  Haka
  Whakatau

6.30am  Descend from Te Takapau a Maui

7.30am  BBQ breakfast at Pakihiroa Woolshed

For all those wishing to participate you will be 
required to:
- register for catering purposes
- organise your own 4WD transport

Costs:
 Ngati Porou whanau- Koha
Tourists/Vistors to Ngati Porou- $100 per person
Vistors requiring transport $130 per person

For Tour Package Bookings or further information
 contact:

Ngati Porou Visitors Centre
Ruatoria 
Tel 06 8648 660
Email pbrooking @tronp.org.nz 
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Since the birth of this great land, legends which extol the 
sacredness of Hikurangi have nurtured the minds and 
hearts of the descendants of Maui-Tikitiki-a-Taranga who 
is credited with many great feats that testify to his physi-
cal and intellectual prowess.  His greatest exploit was 
fishing up the North Island of Aotearoa—New Zealand, 
known to all Maori as Te Ika a Maui (the great fish of 
Maui).

1000 metres above sea level on Hikurangi Mountain 
are nine carved Whakairo (sculptures) depicting Maui-
Tikitiki-a-Taranga and his whanau (family).  The massive 
Whakairo are a legacy for the future generations and 
a tribute to the cultural heritage and artistry that has 
evolved within Ngati Porou. 

Mt Hikurangi is the highest non-volcanic mountain in the 
North Island of  Aotearoa, New Zealand. Situated on the 
East Coast, home of the Ngati Porou people, 137km from 
Gisborne City and 205km from Opotiki. Hikurangi stands 
1754 metres dwarfing the heights of adjacent Moun-
tains, Whanokao, Aorangi, Taitai, Wharekia and Otapu. 
Together the mountain group provides a breath-taking 
and picturesque scene, which has evoked much admira-
tion in our people over the centuries.

Tramping Information

The Hikurangi track is located on Pakihiroa Station 30km 
from the turn-off from Highway 35 (Tapuaeroa Rd.).  This 
track runs through private land, and may be closed from 

time to time.  You should therefore enquire as to the 
situation regarding access.

Te Runanga o Ngati Porou is the custodian of the hut 
which is located 10.5km up the mountain from the 
bridge and Pakihiroa Station entrance.

Hut Fees: @ $15 per Adult / $10 per child
Bookings essential

Hut Facilities include:
Pot belly stove, long drop toilet, 
communal bunks and limited supply of water. 
Cutlery, Pots & Pans.
Please take a tea towel.

Estimated Track times:
From Pakihiroa Station Carpark to  Hikurangi Hut 10km             
4-6 hours 

From Hut to Summit 2.5km                                                          
1-2 hours 
Please note that tramping times are estimates only

Recommended Map:
NZMS 260 series: 
sheet Y15 Hikurangi

Hikurangi Welcomes You
 Into the World of Light
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Please respect the following:
NO  Fires, Camping, Drugs & Alcohol, Mountain Bikes or 
unauthorized vehicles permitted on mountain.

To avoid damage and/or removal of any flora or fauna 
please remain on the marked tracks.

ON DEPARTURE PLEASE REMOVE ALL RUBBISH.

Intellectual Property:

Te Runanga o Ngati Porou asks that all people respect 
the Cultural Intellectual  Property rights of Ngati Porou 
which prohibits unauthorised use and/or reproduction of 
photographs, videos, or images of Mt Hikurangi and the 
Maui Whakairo (carved sculptures) for commercial pur-
poses without first obtaining written consent of the Chief 
Executive Officer of Te Runanga o Ngati Porou.

We thank you for your assistance in the care and 
protection of our mountain for the enjoyment of 
future generations.

Ko Hikurangi te Maunga
Ko Waiapu te Awa
Ko Ngati Porou te Iwi

Hikurangi is the mountain
Waiapu is the river
We are Ngati Porou the people

TOUR PACKAGES

Bookings are essential
Prices are dependant on group numbers

4X4 WHAKAIRO TOURS
(Allow 4 hours for return trips)
Includes 4X4 Transport to and 
from Maui Whakairo, local guide
And light lunch

GUIDED TOUR TO SUMMIT
(Allow 6-8 hours return trip)
Includes 4x4 Tour, Personal Guide and lunch

PICK UP / DROP OFF SERVICE
Can be arranged on request

NGATI POROU HOLIDAY PACKAGES
Let us organise your Ngati Porou Adventure.
Tailor made packages which may include:
Fishing, diving, horse-trekking, tramping, 
cultural visits, Marae stay, kayaking, 
Hunting, surfing
And a whole lot more

Contact & Booking details:

Paora Brooking
Tourism Coordinator
Te Runanga o Ngati Porou
PO BOX 226
RUATORIA 
Ph:     06 8648 660 
Fax:    06 8649 008
A/hrs:    06 8643012
Email: info@tronp.org.nz 
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MATAURANGA NGATI POROU/
NGATI POROU KNOWLEDGE

The first webcast of wananga to translate Nga Tamatoa: The Price of 
Citizenship took place on 7 December, 2009. The next one will take place 
in February 2010. The following pages feature images taken at the first 
webcast session held at the Lawson Field Theatre in Gisborne.

To find out more about the webcasts and translations go to
 www.ngatiporou.com and click on the Panui Section - Calendar and 
Events.
There you can down load some translations that have been
previously completed. 

NGA TAMATOA 
TRANSLATIONS ONLINE

I whakapaaho ki te ao whanui ma te paetukutuku. 

Ki muri: Wiremu Kaa, Ethel McPherson, Tamati Reedy, 
Jossie Kaa, Bill Maxwell.

Ki mua: Sir Henare Ngata, Koro Dewes, Kate Walker, 
Turuhira Tatare and Nolan Raihania. 
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Is there a doctor in the house? 

Translators Dr Tamati Reedy, 
Dr Koro Dewes and 
Dr Apirana Mahuika. 

Sir Henare Ngata, Bill Maxwell, Kate 
Walker, Turuhira Tatare and Nolan 
Raihania. 

Henare Porou e 
ata whakaaro ana. 

L-R: Morehu Nikora, Owen Lloyd and 
Maria Smith. 
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E te karangatanga huhua ki roto o nga whanau/hapu o 
Ngati Porou, haere. Haere atu ki te iwi kei te po, ki nga 
mana me nga wehi o to iwi e whakamanuhiri  nei i a koe, 
me wera o te wiwi kua riro atu nei ki tua o te arai, ki te 
whakawhaititanga o nga mana o te iwi kei muri nei. 

He wahine humarie tenei, a, kare ke ana aha ake ki te 
tangata, ka mutu tonu ko te mihi ki te tangata, me tana 
mingomingo kata paku nei hei tapiri ki ana tangitangi ki 
te tangata,a, hei korowai hoki mo tana ahua humarie.
Ka whakakakahutia e a ia te “Reo” me nga “Tikanga” hei 
rapaki i a ia, a mate noa, a, na wenei whakaaro, a mahi 
ana, i mohio whanuitia ai a ia e nga iwi me nga roopu 
whakahaere i nga take e pa ana ki te Reo me nga Tikanga 
o te ao Maori. 

Mai i tana whanautanga i kai ai a ia i te Reo, a, ka pak-
eke, ko a ia tonu tetahi o nga tohunga whakaako i te Reo 
ki nga uri whakatipu, i roto i nga kura. Kare i mutu ana 
mahi mo te Reo ki koneke, engari, ka whangaitia e a ia 
ana mohiotanga ki nga taura here, a, tae atu ki te Taura 
Whiri i Te Reo.

He marama na, ko a ia e haere ana ki Poneke, i runga i 
te karanga a Timoti Karetu o Te Taura Whiri i Te Reo ki 
a hanatu a ia ki wo ratau taha ki te wiwi, ki te wawa mo 
te Reo, me kore noa pea e kitea nga huarahi e pakari ai 
te whakaako, me te tuku i te taonga tuku iho nei ki nga 
uri whakatipu. I te ra nei, kua ngaro tenei o nga kairui o 

nga purapura o te Reo ki nga mahinga kua parautia nei, 
mai i nga ra kei muri tae mai ki  wenei ra. Na reira e hine, 
haere, tukua iho ko o mahi hei tauira mo matau, me nga 
roopu i awhitia e koe i a koe e takatu ana ki te ao tu roa 
nei. 

Ko koe tonu i tu kei te kei o te waka i te wa i taraitia ai 
te waka e kiia nei i te ra nei, ko Radio Ngati Porou. Ka 
hoki nga mahara ki nga ra e whaiwhai haere ai tatau i 
te kawana me wana Minita, mai i tetahi pito o te motu, 
ki tetahi pito, kia whakamanatia te Reo Irirangi o Ngati 
Porou. He mahi nui, engari na to u, me wo tautoko, tapiri 
atu ki wera o tatau i kokiri ngatahi me koe mo te kau-
papa nei, i ngawari ai te wahanga mo nga mea penei me 
wau nei ki te whai kia mana ai te taonga i manakohia nei 
e koe, e koutou,  mo te iwi.  

E kore e hapa nga korero mo te wahine nei, no te mea 
ko wana tohungatanga e mohio whanuitia ana, a, ko te 
wairua o wana koroingotanga mo te Reo me te mana 
tuturu o tana iwi, kua whakairotia ki nga pou o te whare 
tipuna  e kiia nei ko “Te Wiwi Nati”.

E te koka,  Haere! Haere! Haere!

   He Kupu Poroporoaki Ki a Mate Kaiwai

 Nā Takuta Apirana Mahuika
ABOVE: Nanny Mate with her daughter Pani Mclean and mokopuna 
Tamati Mclean. This image was taken in Porirua at the
Maori Language Awards on 16 October, 2009.  This event was her last 
official engagement before she passed away peacefully  at her home 
in Reporua on the 19th of October. 
Photo Courtesy Te Taurawhiri i te Reo Maori. 
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The following is an excerpt from the korero 
Nanny Mate delivered at her 90th birthday 
celebrations at Uepohatu marae, Ruatoria 
during Labour Weekend, 2005. 

“E nga whanau maha tena koutou katoa. I tenei wa kei te 
tu ahau ki a Uepohatu
Nana nei I tutuki ai ta tatou mahi I tenei ra kei te whaka-
moemiti ki te hunga nana I hanga ki te hunga mahue ko 
te wairua o tenei whare tenei. Na reira tena koe Uepo-
hatu e manaaki nei I te whanau, haaunga oku tamariki 
I tenei ra  kei te taha au I a ratou I roto o Uepohatu. Kia 
ora Porourangi tu mai tu mai I t e wa kainga No Reira 
tenei ra  kei te whakamoemiti mo nga manaakitanga ki 
runga ki a au I tenei ra, kaore e korero kino….

 …Today is not a day for me only, it’s a day for all of us. 
It’s a day where each and everyone of us can sit and 
ponder over the work we have done, has it been worth-
while. For the works we have not done, is there a time to 
finish it. And  I leave that to each one of you to ponder, 
because you are growing older each day you know. So 
with that space of time left to us we have to think hard.  
Have I achieved all that I was sent here for. Is there some 
things we have not done yet. Is it important and have I 
got the time to finish what I was sent here for. Nō reira…
this is not a lecture, just my thoughts because I want 
to share this day not only  for me but for all of us… the 
older ones and the young ones. So today my mokopuna, 
take a lesson from this day. You got all your  time ahead 
of you to do things, that you can say, ‘I left something, I 
have done something well.”

LEFT: Nanny Mate was one of the Guest 
Speakers at the 2003 Ngata Memorial 
Lectures. She is pictured here with Maria 
Wynyard. 

MIDDLE: Nanny Mate playing euchre for 
her marae team at the 2007 Pa Wars. 

BELOW: Nanny Mate seen 
presenting a Nati Award to a
 student from Tolaga Bay Area School 

during the 2006 Nati Awards ceremony.  
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He Kōrero mo te 
Rāhui  

Nā  Oho Kaa

Ko te tikanga o te rāhui he kati, arā, ki te rāhui te tohunga 
i tetahi wāhi, ka katia taua wāhi mo tetahi wa.   Ko te 
rāhui nei, he tohu kia kaua te tangata e kuhu atu ki tetahi 
wāhi kia hikina ra ano te tapu. 
Mēna hoki ka toromi tetahi tangata ki te moana i waho 
tonu atu i to kaenga, ka rāhuitia taua wāhi mo tetahi 
wa.  Mehemea kaore e kitea taua tangata i toromi ra, 
neke atu pea i te toru marama te rāhui ka tohua ki taua 
wāhi.  E kore te tangata e āhei ki te haere ki reira ruku 
kaimoana ai. 

I ēnei rangi, kua tino kaha etahi tāngata ki te ruku kai-
moana hei hokohoko  atu.  Tau rawa mai ki te wa o te 
Kirihimete, kua mimiti nga kaimoana mo nga hākari a nga 
whanau.  Na, kua rāhuitia inaianei etahi o nga kapata kai 
o te moana nei kia whai taima ai nga pāua, nga kina, nga 
pūpū, ki te tipu ake. Hei aha?  Kia rawaka ai nga kaimoa-
na ma te whanau mo te wa e hiahiatia ana.
Ko taku pukapuka tuatahi i tuhia e au i te tau ēkē nga 
kōrero.  

Ko te ingoa : “Kua Hikina te Rāhui.”

Kua hikina te rāhui, kua wātea te tāhuna. 
Kua wātea mo te kohi pūpūrangi, mo te rapa toitoi, mo 
te tākirikiri kuku. 
Kua wātea mo te kimi pāpaka, mo te huhuti parengo, mo 
te māngoingoi. 
Kua wātea mo te ruku pāua, mo te tiki kina, mo te 
hopuhopu koura. 
Kua wātea mo te hi ika, mo te tō kaharoa, mo te koko 
kahawai. 
Kua wātea te tāhuna mo te hararei, mo te tākaro, me te 
kaukau hoki. Kua hikina te rāhui, kua wātea. 
Auē, te ora e!

Oho ( Aunty Jossie) Kaa
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He waiata tēnei i titoa e wau i te tau tonu nei hei 
waiata hou mo te roopu kapahaka o Te Riu o Wa-
iapu ki te Hui Taurima i tū ki Wharekahika.
 
Ka puta noa iho mai te whakaaro ki te tuhi i tētahi 
waiata harakoa hei hopu i ngā reanga katoa o te Riu 
o Waiapu, ā, i puta anō hoki te momo kōrero o te 
Nāti Lingo, arā, kei te kōrihi.
 
E noho hangai ana te waiata nei ki te momo reo 
kua rongo nei awau i au i te wā kāinga, arā, he reo 
Nāti. Ka kōrero awau mo te raweke o te reo, arā, he 
reo kua mau nei e te tangata, ā, kua whakahaungia 
e rātou he kupu anō tā tēnā iwi, rohe rānei. Nā he 
hokinga mahara ki ngā rā o mua, ki ngā rā o ngā 
Hoia o te ope tuatahi, te wā e rere kau ana te reo 
ake o Ngāti Porou, ā, ko ngā kōrero kei roto i tēnei 
waiata ngā kōrero e rongo nei awau ki te wā kāinga 
nei ki Te Riu o Waiapu.
 
I tū tā mātou kapa ki te Hui Taurima i te marama 
o Noema, ā, haruru ana te whare I tā mātou wha-
kaaturanga, oho ana te wairua kia rongo i te waiata 
nei mo te wā tuatahi nei.
 

He Reo Nāti Kē 
Nā Wiremu Paenga
 
Whakarongo ki te reo o wēnei rā,
He reo raweke, he reo harehare ra
Ka hoki ngā mahara ki ngā rā o mua
Ki te wā e kakapa ana te reo ake
O Te Wiwi Nāti e
 
Kei te aha koe? Kei te pai.
E Kōkā, e Hika mā
Akuni koe i awau
He pakeke kauaka ko te kaumatua
He reo Nāti kē
 
He oranga tō Te Wiwi Nāti e
Arā te reo māori, te reo māori ake
O ngai tāua e te iwi nukurau
He iwi moke
He whanoke
Te Wiwi Nāti e
 
Kei te aha koe? Kei te pai.
E Kōkā, e Hika mā
Akuni koe i awau
He pakeke kauaka ko te kaumatua
He reo Nāti kē

Nga Whakaahua nā Bella Paenga

 

Wiremu Paenga
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Supported since 2002 by Te Wananga o Raukawa, with its 
primary years spent under the maru of Hinerupe Marae, 
in Te Araroa, Te Ururangi o Te Matauranga now operates 
in marae from Hinemaurea in the north, to Hinemaurea 
in the south. This kaupapa has also been nurtured along 
the way by Te Aroha Kanarahi Trust, a charitable trust in 
Wharekahika, who provides office space, and has also 
assisted with accessing much-needed funding for the 
development of our online learning.

Up until now, we have had an exclusive relationship with 
Te Wananga o Raukawa. Nga mihi ki nga iwi e toru, Te Ati 
Awa, Ngati Toa Rangatira, Ngati Raukawa, na ratau teneki 
kaupapa e poipoi, e manaaki, kia tipu, kia puawai.

In 2010, we intend to offer one tohu with Te Wananga o 
Raukawa, Hapu Development: Te Whakatupunga Hapu.  
This is an NZQA accredited programme, and is 
particularly important in this political climate.

 Graduates of this programme:
• Will know and understand the importance of 
maintaining inter-hapu relationships
• Understand their connections to each other, and 
hapu throughout Ngati Porou

• Will be armed with tools to effectively manage 

affairs of the hapu including administrational, financial 
and environmental
• Will have a greater understanding of the politics 
that affect Maori and how they can contribute effectively
• Will be a valuable asset to the hapu and its de-
velopment 

Te Ururangi o Te Matauranga,  will also offer two other, 
non-NZQA accredited programmes:

1. Nga Waiata me nga Haka o Ngati Porou

What sets this programmes apart from other performing 
arts programmes?

-The focus is on classic Ngati Porou haka and waiata:
Henare Waitoa, Tuini Ngawai, Ngoi Pewhairangi to name 
a few of our most illustrious composers. Learn waiata 
within their hapu, taught by their whanau.  Hikoi their 
whenua, and learn what inspired them to write such 
classics

-Nga marae o te kainga: the noho are held on marae 
within Ngati Porou. An opportunity to reconnect with 
your own whanau, on your own turangawaewae. Feel 
the power of learning within the bosom of your tipuna 
whare, under the shadow of our maunga Hikurangi

Te Ururangi o Te Matauranga
Nā  Ani Pahuru-Huriwai

Te Ururangi o Te Matauranga is committed to providing high quality 
tertiary education to uri of Ngati Porou at home, and abroad.
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- Learn from the best Ngati Porou has to offer: you will 
be taught by the whanau/hapu of the composer’s, if not 
the composer’s themselves

- Do some of your study online: we are currently de-
veloping the programme to include online learning and 
video conferencing

- Opt into doing one module or all five modules in one 
year. Those who complete all five modules will be award-
ed with a certificate verified by the Ngati Porou pakeke 
and kaiako who teach you

- You will also have the option of learning Te Reo o Ngati 
Porou me ona tikanga, as part of this programme, or 
separately.

2. Nga Mahi Toi o Ngati Porou

This programme is not NZQA accredited, however stu-
dents will have access to and be taught Nga Mahi Toi by 
Ngati Porou exponents, as well as those of other iwi.

So what sets this apart from other arts programmes?

-You will learn about and understand the arts from a 
matauranga Maori perspective:  taught by the nephew 
of the late great Pine Taiapa, at their papakainga

- See the pa harakeke that Pine Taiapa planted, and the 
native trees from which he made his dyes, experience 
the mauri of this illustrious tipuna of ours

- Develop your own arts within the carved houses that 
Pine himself was an apprentice

- Be inspired by the cathedral St Mary’s—not a picture of 
the interior, but actually work, in the interior

- Learn to restore our whare tipuna to their former 
glory—tukutuku, whakairo, kowhaiwhai

- Discover how a simple harakeke plant can feed your 
mind, body and soul 

- Our students have the opportunity to work on whare 
tipuna throughout Ngati Porou. Come and learn how you 
can contribute to the long-term survival of your whare 
tipuna

- Learn and understand the importance of maintaining 
and developing inter-iwi, inter-hapu relationships

- Apply your matauranga Maori to contemporary arts as 
you are introduced to other medium such as uku, silver 
and pounamu in your 3rd year

- By the end of the 3rd year, you will also know how to 
market and sell your art works.

Te Reo o Ngati Porou me ona tikanga is the foundation 
for all of our learning, so there is also opportunity to 
study this, either as part of our Diploma in Hapu Devel-
opment with Te Wananga o Raukawa, or as an indepen-
dent student. This involves online or kanohi-ki-te-kanohi 
learning, and three wananga reo throughout the year.  

While not yet NZQA accredited, these tohu will have the 
sanction of Ngati Porou pakeke and kaiako, who have 
been and continue to be involved in the development 
and delivery of these programmes. 

Never studied before?  Most of our students are in the 
same boat. Te Aroha Kanarahi Trust offers a bridging pro-
gramme over four-weeks to ease you into studying again, 
and to eliminate the fear factor. Students are taught 
about essay writing, research, referencing, time manage-
ment, as well as how to deal with Studylink and student 
allowances.
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Too old? Too young? We have young adults straight from 
school (16+), to nannies in their 70s.  One is never too 
young or too old to join us on this waka.  We have had 
professionals with many tohu enrol, including our own 
Maori Land Court Judge, Caren Fox, as well as those who 
have not been in the classroom for many years.  Educa-
tion, or lack of, is not a barrier either.  

Here’s what some of our students have to say:

“Nga mihinui rawa atu ki a kotou. Nga Kaiwhakaako 
thank you for being so patient me… it has been the input, 
guidance, whakawhanaungatanga me era atu mea from 
Ani, and ALL THE TAUIRA AND KAIAKO that I actually 
stuck with it this year. It has been a journey full of laugh-
ter ,tears and learning. THANK YOU ALL, THANK YOU TO 
MY WHANAU AND EXTENDED WHANAU FRIENDS (STU-
DENTS) MUCH LUV PEPS! 2009 BEST YEAR SO FAR”.

“Everything I was able to finish, and do my mahi well 
because of help received in a relaxed and secure, happy 
environment.”

“I would like to give a huge thank you to Ani and her 
crew as well as all our teachers this year. Nanny Whaene, 
Nanny Rose and Nanny Keri Kaa. Without your guidance 
and help throughout this year I would not have been able 
to present myself so well in my interview for my Bach-
elors of Education with Auckland University yesterday. Al-
though it was hard to stand and mihi to the hau kaenga, 
I managed to do so and to answer all their inquiring 
questions appropriately in Te Reo. SO TO YOU ALL EVEN 
MY STUDENT FRIENDS, THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

This is an exciting time for us, as we embark on a new 
part of our journey, unencumbered by boxes, but free 
to develop programmes as we see fit.   We also intend 
to travel to Australia in March, to involve our many 
whanaunga there in this kaupapa.

We want your input!

We want to make our programme uniquely Nati, and we 
want to ensure that the experience of our whanaunga is 
a fantastic one, whether they live here at home, in the 
cities, or even in another country.  We want to help you 
reconnect with home, and/or strengthen your ties across 
hapu. Join this new revolution!

“Hoki mai ki te kainga kia purea e koe e nga hau o 
Tawhirimatea.”

Ani Pahuru-Huriwai
Kaiwhakahaere
Te Ururangi o Te Matauranga
teururangi@gmail.com
ph.06 864 4407
www.bebo.com/teururangi
www.teururangi.com

               

BRING 4 RELATIONS GET 1 FREE!
If 4 of your whanau enrol onto either

Nga Waiata/Haka o Ngati Porou or

Nga Mahi Toi o Ngati Porou the 5th enrolment is FREE!

Call us now! (06) 864 4407
Or visit www.teururangi.com
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IWIRĀKAU 
EXHIBITION
Nā  Dr. David Butts

It has taken Tairāwhiti Museum almost one year to plan, 
develop and install the Iwirākau exhibition. 

It all began with a visit to Auckland Museum by 
Tairāwhiti Museum trustees Apirana Mahuika and Ann 
McGuire and museum director David Butts, to talk about 
developing a relationship between the two institutions 
that would enable Tairāwhiti Museum to loan Tairāwhiti 
taonga for exhibitions in Gisborne. 

Following these discussions with members of Auckland 
Museum’s Taumata a Iwi and senior museum staff, 
Tairāwhiti Museum made a formal request to loan 
three taonga: the poutokomanawa, Iwirākau, originally 
from a wharenui at Tīkapa; Iwirākau’s mere pounamu, 
Pōkaiwhenua; and a late eighteenth century poupou 
from Whāngārā that has been associated with the ances-
tress Hinematioro. 

Auckland Museum agreed to loan these taonga for 
the Iwirākau exhibition and they were welcomed at 
Tairāwhiti Museum on Monday 7 December by Ngāti Po-
rou.The Iwirākau Exhibition officially opened on Saturday 
12 December at the museum. The exhibition is a celebra-
tion of the Ngāti Porou ancestor Iwirākau and the carving

tradition that is named after him. Iwirākau attended the 
Rāwheoro whare wānanga at Ūawa (Tolaga Bay) where 
he learned the art of carving. He then took the art of 
carving back to his home in the Waiapu valley where he 
trained the next generation of carvers. The Iwirākau style 
of carving has been passed through each generation of 
carvers down to the present day.

In addition to the three taonga from Auckland Museum, 
the exhibition also includes the tekoteko, Manuruhi, 
from the wharenui Hau-te-ana-nui-a-Tangaroa, on loan 
from Canterbury Museum, and twenty carvings from 
the Tairāwhiti Museum collection. The museum carvings 
are the work of a group of carvers who worked in the 
Iwirākau style from the mid nineteenth century until the 
1930s, including Hone Ngatoto, Hone Taahu and Riwai 
Pakerau.

The Iwirākau exhibition will provide an opportunity to 
see a representative selection of Iwirākau carving and 
photographs of some of the most significant buildings 
carved in this style, including Porourangi at Waiomata-
tini and St Mary’s Church at Tikitiki. The museum is also 
organising a programme of lectures on Iwirākau carving 
and carving demonstrations will be held in the museum 
grounds in February. 

For more information contact:

Tairāwhiti Museum Tel 06 8673832
or visit www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz

Left: Potokomanawa Iwirakau: This potokomanawa from Tikapa in the Waiapu valley is one of the 
finest examples of the Iwirakau carving style. Right:  Whangara Poupou: This poupou, found at 
Whangara, has been associated with the ancestress Hinematioro.


