
Scholarship helps build road 
ahead for future engineers

INVESTING in the long term 
infrastructure of Ngati Porou 
and the East Coast is one of the 
objectives shared between an 
Iwi organisation and a national 
Civil Engineering company. An 
educational scholarship awarded 
recently has helped cement this 
relationship further, and provides 
another step towards achieving 
their mutual goals. 

In October last year Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
partnered with Fulton Hogan to 
launch a tertiary scholarship for 
Ngati Porou pursuing a career in 
the Engineering profession. 

The successful applicant receives 
$5000 per year towards their 
course fees for up to a maximum 
of three years. 

Applications were sought 
nationwide from 
Ngati Porou enrolled 
or intending to 
enrol in a bachelor 
degree related to 
engineering. 

Ngarimu Parata 
was selected 
as the inaugural 
recipient of the joint 
scholarship, and a 
formal presentation was made last 
month in Gisborne by chairman of 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou Dr 
Apirana Mahuika and Fulton Hogan 
chief operating officer for regional 
business Bob Fulton. 

Ngarimu is of Ngati Porou 
descent with hapu affiliations to 
Te Aitanga a Mate, Te Whanau a 
Tuwhakairiora and Ngati Horowai 
amongst many and is also a 
descendant of Ngai Tahu.

Shortly after the 22-year-old 
was awarded the scholarship he 
departed for Christchurch to begin 
the first year of a Bachelor of 
Engineering Technology, majoring in 
civil engineering at the Christchurch 
Polytechnic Institute of Technology. 

Part of the scholarship also 
involves holiday employment by 
Fulton Hogan. 

The scholarship selection panel 
— Andrew Harvey and Anita Varga 
from Fulton Hogan, and Teepa 
Wawatai and Meredith Ruru from 
TRONPnui — took into account 
a wide range of criteria which 
included a commitment to the field 
of engineering and to Ngati Porou. 

Panelist and Fulton Hogan’s 
regional manager for the East 
Coast, Andrew Harvey, says 
Ngarimu demonstrated natural 

leadership skills, a strong work 
ethic and a desire to contribute to 
the development of the region. 

“One of the common goals 
we have identified through our 
partnership with Ngati Porou 
is a skilled workforce and the 
scholarship is an outcome of 
this objective. Our people are 
our industry, and without good, 
skilled people we cannot build and 
maintain the infrastructure that we 
are entrusted with. 

“Ngati Porou are seeking 
sustainable employment so it’s a 
win-win opportunity for both our 
organisations.”

Chief executive for Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
Teepa Wawatai says investing in 
infrastructure development, as 
well as people development, is 

crucial in helping 
to transform Ngati 
Porou’s economy 
and prospects. 

“We need better 
roading to reduce 
transportation 
costs, better 
water storage and 
irrigation to improve 
the productivity 

of our lands, and affordable 
renewable energy platforms to 
assist our communities.

“Currently Christchurch is going 
through a time of major rebuild, 
and there are many opportunities 
over the next few years for qualified 
engineers and tradespeople. 

“In the near future we believe 
the infrastructure assets of our 
region will also be upgraded and 
expanded, and we need our skilled 
iwi members to come home and 
contribute to this development. 

“By supporting our rangatahi 
such as Ngarimu to upskill, we 
believe our initial investment will be 
recouped many times over.” 

Ngarimu says he is very 
appreciative of being awarded the 
scholarship. 

“I would like to thank Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou and 
Fulton Hogan for making these 
opportunities available for young 
Ngati Porou people like me. 

“I want to become an engineer, 
because first and foremost it 
provides me with the opportunity to 
return home with a set of skills and 
a profession that will help Ngati 
Porou. I look forward to one day 
reciprocating all the support I have 
been given.” 

PURSUING CAREER: Ngarimu Parata (centre) is the recipient of the inaugural Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou/Fulton Hogan Engineering scholarship. Fulton Hogan chief operating officer for regional business 
Bob Fulton (left) and chairman of Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou Dr Apirana Mahuika (right) presented him 
with the scholarship in Gisborne before the 22-year-old departed for Christchurch to begin his studies.

Articles compiled by Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou

Pathway to career not always easy, direct
Like many young people, 
Ngarimu Parata’s pathway to 
finding a vocation in life has not 
been a clear, linear journey. In 
the following korero he talks 
about the road he has travelled 
to get to engineering school, 
and changes of direction along 
the way. 

WHILE I was a student at Te Waiu and 
Ritana I did not really think seriously 
about any career per say, let alone a 
career in engineering. All I knew was that 
I had enjoyed doing maths and physics, in 
fact that is all I wanted to do when I was 
at school. I knew that I could do really 
well in both, if I applied myself, which I 
did not always do. I also had a passion 
for te reo rangatira, or more correctly 
for Ngati Porou reo, which I achieved 
to scholarship level in my last year of 
secondary school. 

After four years of trying out a range 
of jobs, mainly with the aim of making 
money and gaining work experience, 
I started to think more seriously about 
career pathways. I wanted to find a job 
which would enable me to come home to 

work and live — and to do something that 
was useful, working in a career that was 
interesting and one that I could use to 
test my maths and physics skills.

My great-great grandfather, Wi Pahuru, 
was an engineer of sorts. Although I 
do not think he had the tickets, he did 
have the experience, and was involved 
in building bridges up the Coast. I also 
have an uncle, Hirini Reedy, who is a civil 
engineer, and cousins, Mikaere Ngarimu 
and Kopa Keelan-Reedy, both ex-Te 
Waiu students, who have completed 
engineering degrees. So you could say 
that engineering is in the blood, not that I 
thought about it like that then. 

When I was at school with Mikaere and 
Kopa I did not have the same interest in 
engineering that they did. Back then they 
both knew that was what they wanted 
to do, and went straight to university to 
study to become engineers. 

In recent years both of them have 
finished their degrees and I was 
impressed by their enthusiasm for 
engineering as a practical profession, 
which offers a range of opportunities to 
contribute to Ngati Porou and the Coast. 

 I, like them, have come to appreciate 

engineering’s relevance and the practical 
way it can contribute to the development 
and improvement of basic amenities and 
services that make a real difference in the 
everyday lives of our people. For example 
affordable and sustainable power supply, 
well-maintained roads, and good quality 
water supply and safe storage.

They like me, also wanted a career that 
would bring them home — a job where 
we could live and work at home and also 
“play for Hiku”. A career in engineering 
provides us all with that opportunity.

My advice to rangatahi is make the 
most of all your primary and secondary 
school education opportunities, do not 
squander them, or try to find the fastest 
track, such as choosing easy NCEA 
credits and just doing enough to pass. 
I also think if you have an uncle, aunty, 
cousins and friends that are working in 
an area you might like to work in, you 
should have a korero with them. Check 
what units, papers, qualifications or work 
experience they used to get their career. 
The lesson I have learned is that if I had 
worked harder at school, the dividends 
would be paying off now and not in three 
years time. 

‘ Ngati Porou are 
seeking sustainable 
employment so 
it’s a win-win 
opportunity for both 
our organisations ’  

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 8.00 am – 5.00 pm • On-call nights and weekends
140311GH005DK

Puhi Kaiti Health Services
508 Wainui Road, Kaiti Mall, Gisborne. Phone: 06 867 8550

Puhi Kaiti provides a range of clinical and community health services including: 
•	Aukati	Kaipaipa	(Smoking	Cessation	Service)	
•	Mama	and	Pepi	programme
•	Immunisation	
•	GP	&	Nurse	Services
•	Nurse	Practitioner	for	Child	&	Youth	Health
•	Cervical	Smears
•	Chronic	conditions	such	as	Diabetes
•	Gout	Research
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A showcase of Nati news

Challenging, exciting future for Coast sport
MICHAEL Jordan. Kobe Bryant. 

Lebron James. Amongst the fraternity of 
basketball-keen East Coast rangatahi, 
these names trigger instant brand 
recognition and cult hero status. A 
relatively new organisation is attempting 
to harness this collective enthusiasm, to 
help develop the skills and talents of the 
region’s young people. 

Established in 2008 the Ngati Porou 
Basketball Association was formed to 
provide opportunities for rural East Coast 
youth to learn and experience the game 
of basketball. Primary and secondary 
schools from the area have been very 
supportive of this kaupapa, and are eager 
for their students to participate in the 
schedule of weekly competitions organised 
by the association. 

Mini-ball tournaments held in Ruatoria 
have provided an introduction to the 
game for the younger age-group, while 
teenagers have had the chance to hone 
their skills attending competitions in 
Gisborne at the YMCA. For schools based 
in the northern and southern ends of 
the Ngati Porou rohe, this has required 
hours of travelling time and the support 
of volunteers to ensure their students are 
able to participate. 

Jimi Hills is the association chairman 
and says the game offers rangatahi 
another alternative to the national 
pasttime. 

“Rugby is the dominant sport within 
Ngati Porou. It has a large following and 
infrastructure such as the playing fields 
and clubrooms in place. In comparison 
basketball is just starting out, and we 
don’t have the wide support base, or 
proper facilities like an indoor stadium 
where our players can 
play on full-sized courts. 

“However what we 
do have is a committed 
group of supportive 
whanau and community 
members. They have 
recognised the positive 
benefits basketball has 
had on their tamariki, 
and would like to see 
their potential developed 
further.” 

Over the past six 
years the association has 
experienced success amongst its teams. 
In 2008 the Ivan Lomax coached Ngati 
Porou under-15 boys’ team made it to the 
national finals, followed two years later 
by the Bronya McMenamin captained 
under-15 girls’ team. 

In 2013 four Ngati Porou teams 
participated at the national finals in the 
u-13, u-15 and u-17 age groups with local 
coaches being mentored by Wellington-
based Ngati Porou woman Maya Tamatea 
and assistant James Ferrari.

At the 2014 National Maori Basketball 
tournament held in Rotorua recently 
Ngati Porou nga hau e wha had nine 
teams represented in age groups from 
u-11 to men and women’s. 

Jimi says that although these 
accomplishments are wonderful, he 
believes there are also other equally 
significant spin-offs which are a direct 
result from involvement in the sport. 

“To me basketball can be used as a 
vehicle to encourage everyone, regardless 
of their ability or experience in the game, 
to develop a positive state of mind.

“The values we try to impress on all 

our participants, both young and old, 
are manaakitanga, whanaungatanga 
and kia eke ki te taumata (strive for the 
ultimate).”

The future for the association is both 
challenging and exciting. 

An open training session was held at 
Ilminster Intermediate 
on the weekend, for 
anyone wanting to join 
the association as players, 
coaches, managers and 
other support kaimahi. 
This muster attracted up 
to 70 participants each 
day from the Coast and 
Gisborne. Other sessions 
are also being organised 
for the year, in addition to 
the association’s regular 
calendar of events. 

 “This year we are going 
to make a concerted effort to widen our 
net,” says Jimi, “and canvas a mixture of 
Coast and Gisborne-based players to join 
our teams. We also welcome those who are 
not Ngati Porou to join to help support 
our kaupapa. 

“At the moment we just don’t have 
the numbers up the Coast, in terms of 
volunteers to help. Our capacity to supply 
kaimahi to the demand is well and truly 
exceeded. 

“However if rangatahi want to continue 
to play the support is there, despite the 
many challenges — lack of volunteers, 
resources, facilities, and rural isolation. 
Our vision is for our rangatahi who love 
to play the game to take it to the highest 
level they can.” 

The Ngati Porou Basketball Association 
wish to thank Ngati Porou Seafoods 
Group, Te Aitanga a Hauiti Hauora, 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Ngati 
Porou Hapu Social Services, Te Puni 
Kokiri, all East Coast schools, Ilminster 
Intermediate, Gisborne YMCA, Kahui 
Legal, Rainey Collins, Kiwisport and 
Poutiriao Incorporated for their support.

REPRESENTATIVES:  
Members of the Ngati Porou basketball teams at the 

National Maori Basketball Tournament in Rotorua 
earlier this year. The association held an open training 

session at Ilminster Intermediate in Gisborne for 
those interested in supporting the kaupapa of Ngati 

Porou basketball development last weekend.  
 

Photo supplied

PLAY
■■ New players of all ages and skill 

abilities are welcome to join. 
VOLUNTEER
■■ Ngati Porou Basketball would 

appreciate all offers of assistance 
from the Gisborne and East Coast 
communities. Please contact the 
association if you or someone you 
know may be interested in helping or 
learning to coach, manage, referee 
and/or volunteer to help with other 
essential support tasks.

ATTEND COMMITTEE HUI 
■■ Hui are held on the last Wednesday 

of every month at 6pm at the 
Ruatoria Fire Station. You can also 
skype if you cannot attend in person. 

SPONSOR
■■ The aspiration of the Ngati Porou 

Basketball Association is to 
strengthen the development of 
basketball within Ngati Porou.  
If you would like to sponsor one of 
our teams, or have your business 
associated with Ngati Porou 
Basketball, please do not hesitate to 
get in contact with the association for 
a korero about how you can help. 

“LIKE” FACEBOOK PAGE 
■■ www.facebook.com/

ngatiporoubasketball
WANT TO KNOW MORE?
■■ To contact the assocation or to find 

out more you can contact Rhonda 
Milner 06 864 5759 or email 
ngatiporoubasketball@gmail.com 

Support
Ngati Porou
basketball

INSIDE today’s Gisborne Herald you will find 
a special lift out sponsored by Te Runanganui o 
Ngati Porou.

 The Ngati Porou events calendar highlights 
events of interest happening over the next 12 
months.

These events include hui that Te Runanganui 
o Ngati Porou have organised to promote 
whanaungatanga and identity amongst Ngati 
Porou iwi members, such as the Ngati Porou 
Inter-marae Sports Festival (aka Pa Wars), 
Ngata Memorial Lectures and Hikurangi Dawn 
Ceremony. Hui a iwi and visits to Ngati Porou 
taurahere groups around the country have also 
been pencilled in. 

The calendar also includes community events 
of interest that have wide participation by 
Ngati Porou — such as the upcoming Gisborne 
Careers Expo, where organisations within 
the TRONPnui Group will have a site, and the 
Tairawhiti Senior Tamararo competition. 

For Ngati Porou East Coast rugby supporters 
the events calendar also includes the 2014 Pink 
Batts Heartland Championship draw, which 
identifies where the team will be playing when 
the season begins in August.  

• A copy of the Ngati Porou events calendar 
will also be available on the website: www.
ngatiporou.com

Free Ngati Porou events calendar available

‘ To me, basketball 
can be used as a 
vehicle to encourage 
everyone, regardless 
of their ability or 
experience in the 
game, to develop a 
positive state of mind ’  

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, including Ngati Porou 
Seafoods Group, Pakihiroa Farms, Ngati Porou Hauora and 
Ngati Porou Forests encourage our rangatahi to pursue 
their dreams and aspirations, and to strive for excellence.

We also support our young people to seek educational 
and training opportunities which will help them to achieve 
these future goals.

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou  
will be at the Careers Expo 2014  
to tautoko our rangatahi  
at this event.

Grow up o tender youth, 
and fulfil the needs of your 
generation – Tā Apir AnA ngATA

www.ngatiporou.com

E Tipu E Rea, mō ngā rā o tō ao

140312CE050J
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