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‘Ka piki au ki te tihi o Marotiri’
MARAe from throughout the 

rohe were welcomed by the 
majestic embrace of Marotiri 
Maunga to the 2013 Ngati Porou 
Inter-Marae Sports Festival, held in 
Tokomaru Bay over the New Year 
break. 

The maunga played a prominent 
role at the event by not only 
providing a stunning backdrop to 
the range of activities on offer, but 
also making its resilient presence 
felt by the estimated 2000 Ngati 
Porou whanau members who 
gathered at Hatea-a-rangi Domain 
throughout the course of the day. 

The festival — more commonly 
known as Pa Wars — attracted 
representation from 13 Ngati Porou 
marae, and there was something 
for everyone who attended. events 
such as ki-o-rahi, touch rugby, 
volleyball and basketball satisfied 
participants with high energy levels, 
while chess, euchre, and trivial 
pursuits appealed to those more 
willing to stretch 
their intellectual 
ability instead. 

Out of the 20 
activities on offer 
in 2013, the tug-o-
war continued to 
maintain its position 
as a popular Pa 
Wars crowd-
pleaser.

The competition 
acts as the grand 
finale to conclude 
the day, and this 
year’s tug-o-war 
finals featured an 
epic showdown 
between the descendants of 
Tuwhakairiora. A battle of both 
physical and mental stamina 
ensued when Hinemaurea Ki 
Wharekahika Marae pitted their 
collective strength against their 
whanaunga from just over the hill, 
Hinerupe Marae, to take the win. 

Although the main kaupapa of 
the festival is a celebration of tribal 
kinship within an atmosphere of 
friendly competition and healthy 
lifestyle, for many of the marae 
participants there’s an added 
incentive for attending.

Up for grabs are monetary 
rewards, sponsored by the 
Ngati Porou and local business 
community, for making the top 
three placings in each category. As 
an example for winning first place 
in the Ngati and Healthy Preserves 
section Hiruharama Marae took 
home $200, for coming second 
in golf Te Ariuru won $100 and 
for placing third in the masters 
swimming Reporua won $50. 

This year hometown favourite 
Te Ariuru Marae won the top 
aggregate prize, followed by 
Hinerupe Marae in second place 
and Hiruharama Marae in third 
place. Te Ariuru accumulated 
$4500 in total prize takings which 
should help boost the marae’s 
coffers. 

Next time round it will be the 
turn of Waiparapara Marae to 
represent the Tokomaru Bay Marae 

community (which also includes 
Tuatini, Pakirikiri, and Te Ariuru) at 
the Pa Wars. 

For the past few years marae 
from Tokomaru have united under 
one collective banner and fielded 
one Pa Wars team, drawing from 
the ranks of all whanau members. 
This strategy helped Te Ariuru also 
clinch the Team Parade event, 
won by the marae with the biggest 
numbers recorded after a head 
count is taken at the start of the 
day.  

The victory for Te Ariuru 
represented a double triumph 
for the local hapu, Te Whanau a 
Ruataupare and Te Ao Tawarirangi. 
Not only were they the new 
reigning Pa Wars champions but 
they could take much satisfaction 
in the fact that in addition to 
organising a successful Pa Wars 
team, they had also successfully 
hosted the Pa Wars festival. 

And all of this despite 
shouldering the 
extra responsibility 
of having to work 
within a tight time 
frame. 

The Ngati Porou 
Inter-Marae Sports 
festival has been 
organised by Te 
Runanganui o 
Ngati Porou on 
an annual basis 
since 1995. The 
Runanganui works 
in collaboration with 
a host community 
to hold the event, 
which alternates 

every 2 years. This year’s festival 
was to be hosted by Tolaga Bay, 
however after Te Aitanga a Hauiti 
withdrew their support as host, Te 
Whanau a Rua stepped in. 

“even with the short notice, 
Te Whanau a Ruataupare was 
honoured to run the 2013 Ngati 
Porou Inter-Marae Sports festival,” 
says Kody Pewhairangi, who along 
with Gina Chaffey-Aupouri were the 
core event co-ordinators.

On behalf of the host community 
both wahine, with the support of Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou kaimahi, 
Allan Jensen, Albie McFarlane and 
Leeanne Morice, began to pull 
everything together just eight days 
out from the January 3 festival. 

“We held our first hui on Boxing 
Day at Hatea-a-rangi School in 
the evening, after a full round of 
whanau gatherings that included 
two unveilings and a 21st. Over 50 
whanau members turned up, and 
the people appeared primed and 
ready to go,” Kody says.

“By lunch-time the next day, 
co-ordinators for each of the 20 
Pa Wars events were confirmed.  
every co-ordinator was responsible 
for running their own event and for 
sussing out their own resources.” 

Although equipment could be 
purchased or borrowed after doing 
a quick ring around the community 
and afar, acquiring a full-sized 
swimming pool would be a tough 
ask for anybody. Resourcefulness 

however forms part of the cultural 
psyche of those living on the 
Coast, and an apparently novel 
idea was employed to solve this 
dilemma. 

“We don’t have a conventional 
eight lane pool for the Pa Wars 
swimming event. But at our first 
hui Gina put up her hand to be our 
swimming co-ordinator. She was 
confident that the whanau could 
make this event happen in our 
‘swimming pool’. Her visualisation 
was so strong,” Kody says.

“And so along with her contacts 
in the Wainui Surf Club the risk 
management assessment plan for 
the swim event was completed 
within a few days. It took place at 
the mouth of the Waikoko Stream 
in the middle of the bay and by all 
accounts it was a successful spin 
on an old event.”

As the count-down to the festival 
ticked along support came in from 
other roopu and individuals who 
were keen for the kaupapa to be 
succesful.

“everything just seemed to click 
into place. From the start, Hatea-
a-rangi School opened their doors 
for this kaupapa. School Principal, 

Rosina Shandley congratulated 
Te Whanau a Rua for making sure 
that the Pa Wars would carry on; 
she gave us the keys to the entire 
school complex. Tuatini Marae, 
Nga Roimata Gallery, the Tokomaru 
United Sports Club and Te Puia 
Springs Golf Club all came on 
board as venues for events,” Kody 
explains.

“Senior management of the 
Gisborne District Council helped 
cut through all the red tape due to 
the venue change. I could go on 
as there are many organisations 
and people to thank for their 
assistance, to turn what could have 
been a testing logistical challenge 
into a process which ran fairly 
easily. We were truly blessed with 
their co-operation and support.” 

It has become traditional for the 
volunteers at Pa Wars to wear an 
official festival T-shirt while carrying 
out their duties. This year was no 
exception and within less than a 
week 140 T-shirts were specifically 
produced for the Tokomaru Bay 
event.

emblazoned on the front 
included a depiction of the 
maunga, and on the reverse Pa 
Wars workers were identified with 
the title, Tumau (very hard worker). 
If extra space had allowed it, a 
possible addition to the design 
could have included the popular 
maxim, “Keep calm and carry on”. 
This saying embodies one of the 
unique characteristics of the Ngati 
Porou identity, which came to the 
fore when Te Whanau a Rua was 
deciding whether to run with the 
event or not. 

“On Christmas eve I literally 
walked into a hui at Porou Ariki and 
was put on the spot by the chair of 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou and 
asked — ‘Can Te Whanau a Rua 
host the Pa Wars?’ 

“I rang my pakeke, as well as 
marae trustees for each of the 
four marae and asked them for 
their whakaaro. When I talked with 
aunty Pepi (Chaffey) and dad (Tate 
Pewhairangi), their main concern 

was, ‘Do we have the numbers to 
do it at such short notice?’

“I said I believed we did. When 
Te Whanau a Rua comes together 
to organise large events historically 
and in more recent times, like the 
Te Hono ki Rarotonga 75th Jubilee 
in 2009, hosting the Tamararo 
2011 and the first and tenth Hui 
Taurima Festival, we achieve. 

“So the template for how we 
work together was already set. We 
intuitively know the different tasks 
to be done — at the front, in the 
middle and at the back. We have 
a whakatauki: Te Whanau a Rua, 
He Tangata Rite (of equal birth). 
The key to success is everyone’s 
involvement in the planning as well 
as the execution. 

“each co-ordinator had a vision 
for not only how their event would 
run but also how it would fit into 
the overall Pa Wars as well. That 
was pretty cool — we had the 
same big picture in our minds 
because we were on our home 
ground. And It all came together 
very well on the day.

“So in terms of a Te Whanau 
a Rua response to Uncle Api’s 
request, a decision was needed 
there and then, midday on 
Christmas eve. So that Ngati Porou 
could have a peace filled Christmas 
and New Year — knowing where 
they would be and what they 
would be doing. 

“Apparently the Radio Ngati 
Porou phone lines were ringing hot 
as the people wanted to know the 
new venue! essentially Ngati Porou 
are a practical, hands on people. 
And I reckon that Te Whanau a 
Rua and Te Whanau a Te Ao took 
up this challenge without hesitation 
because of our genuine love and 
commitment to the kaupapa.

“We love the Pa Wars. We do 
it well and giving back in this way 
was about us saying that. The 
Pa Wars day is about all of our 
tamariki mokopuna feeling the true 
joy and positive vibe of celebrating 
whanaungatanga and sharing in 
our Ngati Poroutanga.” 

champions: Hinemaurea ki Wharekahika Marae supporters were vocal as their team pulled their 
way to a win in the tug-of–war grand final against their whanaunga Hinerupe Marae. Hometown 
favourites Te Ariuru Marae accumulated $4500 in total prize takings winning the top aggregate prize 
and being crowned 2013 Pa War champions.

our swimming pool: Not having the conventional eight lane pool for the swimming event did not 
stop hosts  Te Whanau a Ruataupare. Swimming co-ordinator Gina Chaffey-Aupouri put a succesful 
spin on an old event which took place at the mouth of the Waikoko Stream.

‘ Ka piki au ki te 
tihi o marotiri — I 
climb to the summit 
of Marotiri. From 
that vantage point I 
look to the horizon 
and below I see the 
people, the land, the 
sea — the abundant 
resources ’ — Tate Pewhairangi



A New Year, a new dawn was celebrated 
by Ngati Porou.

Twenty years after the first official 
gathering was held on Hikurangi Maunga, 
Ngati Porou along with their guests from 
across the globe, assembled to greet the 
first sunrise of the new year.

The Hikurangi Dawn Ceremony was held 
just hours after the revelry of New Year’s 
eve celebrations around the country. But 
for those who abstained from any late 
night festivities (to ensure they arrived at 
the designated assembly point in the right 
frame of mind, spirit and most importantly 
on time), this small sacrifice was worth it. 

Te Runanga o Ngati Porou began 
organising these sojourns up the maunga in 
1993, however the annual ceremony gained 
more prominence after the construction of 
Te Takapau o Maui — nine spectacularly 
carved whakairo representing the life and 
times of our illustrious ancestor Maui. 
These towering works of art and cultural 
symbolism were first unveiled to the world 
at the Millennium celebrations in the 
year 2000. Since then the celebration has 
become a popular addition to the bucket list 
of personal things to achieve for Natis and 
non-Natis alike.  

Jamie Lambert was one of the 50 
ceremony participants waiting at 4am at 
the base of the mountain. After boarding 
the back of a 
flat-deck truck it 
would be another 
45 minutes uphill 
over a steep pot-
holed track before 
reaching the 
carvings.  

“Because I live 
so far away from 
home,” says the Te Awamutu based Jamie, 
“I just wanted to come back and be a part 
of the ceremony. The sunrise was mean, but 
I nearly missed it because I was too busy 
watching the guys doing the haka Ruamoko 
instead. I really enjoyed hearing the korero 
about the pou as well.” 

There were many young people like 
Jamie who decided to attend this year’s 
ceremony ahead of other options targeted 
at her demographic.

“I chose to come here instead of going to 

Rhythm and Vines, because you can’t see 
the first sunrise of the year, at any other 
place or at any other time. However you can 
go to a rage, anywhere or at any time. 

“I think every Ngati Porou person should 
start their new year at least once in their 
lives on their ancestral maunga.”  

A large roopu of young visitors from 
Germany also attended the ceremony  and 

among them was 
Christoph Schole.

“we originally 
wanted to go up 
to the summit 
to watch the 
sunrise, but  were 
invited to attend 
the ceremony 
instead.”

He agreed with Jamie about forgoing the 
popular music festival in preference for a 
uniquely Ngati Porou experience.

“we can party at home or anywhere 
around the world. But here we could 
encounter some of the culture of New 
Zealand.”  

After the ceremony participants 
descended the maunga for a cooked 
breakfast at the Pakihiroa Farm woolshed. 

During the parakuihi Selwyn Parata, 
Chairman of Pakihiroa Farms Ltd, and 

Deputy Chairperson of Te Runanganui o 
Ngati Porou shared  korero about the inner 
workings of the farm in which every Ngati 
Porou tribal member is a shareholder. In 
1990 Pakihiroa Station was purchased by 
the Runanga and is situated on the maunga.  

Paora Brooking, the Tourism Co-ordinator 
for Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, is  
responsible for organising the event and 
also provides expeditions for visitors up the 
maunga. 

“It was good to have this year’s 
ceremony because this is the first time 
since 2010 that we’ve been able to hold the 
event. The past two dawn ceremonies were 
cancelled because of heavy rain, but this 
year the weather was perfect. 

“I found this occasion to be nice and 
intimate, and our visitors had more of an 
opportunity to listen to the korero and ask 
questions. The sunrise was really beautiful 
as well.” 

• For more  information about visiting Mount 
Hikurangi or Tourism Ngati Porou packages 
please contact:
Paora Brooking
Te Runanganui O Ngati Porou
Ruatoria        
Ph 06 864 9004 or 021 865 316
email: info@tronp.org.nz

A showcase of Nati news

AmoNg the 2000 attendees at 
the festival were many overseas-
based Ngati Porou who had made 
the pilgrimage back to the Coast 
for their holidays. 

Chris moana, an Australia-based 
whanaunga currently living in 
Adelaide was one of them. He was 
a member of Team Te Ariuru.

“We usually come back every 
Christmas and this is an event we 
try to attend. I enjoy seeing all the 
whanau and doing lots of catching 
up with people I haven’t seen in 
ages. 

“Te Whanau a Rua only had 
about a week to get this all 
together and I think they’ve done 
an awesome job,” says Chris. 

Te Rau Nikau Stainton who lives 
in Hicks Bay was a member of the 
Hinemaurea marae team. 

“I came along because I have 
mokopuna who needed to be 
among their Ngati Porou iwi,” she 
says.

“By my coming they got to 
know what whanaungatanga is all 
about.”

Te Rau Nikau also entered 
the Trivial Pursuits and says she 
absolutely enjoyed her day.

“Pai rawatu tenei ra mo nga 
whanau ki Ngati Porou. For me 
though the Pa Wars is mainly 
for our rangatahi and us oldies 
should be seen to support it on 
their behalf. We need to put our 

children first, and not politics.” 
Another attendee Luke Claasen 

who resides in Hamilton played for 
Hinepare marae that day. 

“I came because I wanted to 
maintain my relationship with my 
whanau back home,” he says.

“I have connections to both 
Wharekahika and Rangitukia. I 
think it’s really beautiful here, with 
the moana right there beside us.  
To me the event and the venue 
was a success.” 

Haimona Waititi also living in 
Hamilton played for Rongohaere 
marae. 

“It’s been an awesome day 
seeing all the rangatahi and 
pakeke being involved and all the 
energy that has been put into it. To 
me I think this kaupapa is about 
kotahitanga and a whanau day. Ko 
tera te mea nui,” he says.

Haimona was also a member 
of the Tuia tour party, a group 
of young maori led by marcus 
Akuhata-Brown who have started 
a year long haerenga together.

The Pa Wars was their first act 
of voluntary service, and they 
pitched in to help as Tumau (Pa 
Wars volunteers) with picking 
up rubbish, cleaning ablutions, 
providing marshalling duties, taking 
photographs and administrative 
tasks.

“Te Whanau a Rua were very 
appreciative of these rangatahi 
who are already proving their 
leadership qualities as they 
brought with them a freshness, 
humility and aroha that lifted the 
spirits of our work force,” says 
Kody Pewhairangi, a core event 
co-ordinator. 

Taryne Papuni, who supported 
the Hinepare marae team, also 

admired the tautoko provided by 
these young people

“The venue was perfect and I 
like how they had everything laid 
out at the school and around the 
domain. I also loved the alternative 
venues used like swimming at the 
beach and line dancing on the 
marae atea at Tuatini. How much 
more can you connect to your 
roots? 

“The draws were also evenly 
spread out, so it made things 
cruisy and you didn’t have to rush 
around to everything. This gave 
smaller marae teams a better 
chance of participating at every 
event.

“I think both of the mCs did a 
great job, they were humorous 
and it was good to hear the voice 
of a young person speaking i 
roto i te reo. There was a laid 
back atmosphere to the day 

and the hau kainga epitomised 
manaakitanga. 

“It’s been one of the best Pa 
Wars I’ve attended — especially 
since our marae won more prizes 
than we usually do.” 

At the end of the festival all 
eyes turned towards the maunga 
as the weather changed from a 
predominantly hot day with a light 
overcast to dark cloud cover with 
some heavy showers, when the 
rain finally came,” Kody says.

“our pakeke commented that 
our tupuna were very happy that 
the kaupapa was completed. The 
rain cooled everyone right down 
and Te Whanau a Rua were happy 
that our manuhiri had left on a high 
note.” 

Next year Te Whanau a Rua will 
again host the Ngati Porou Inter-
marae Sports Festival in Tokomaru 
Bay on Friday, January 3. 

‘Tera te haeata takiri ana mai i runga o Hikurangi’

On YOur Marks: Competitors line up for the junior boys relay at 
the 2013 Pa Wars at Tokomaru Bay.

DYnaMic DuO: Eraihia Matahiki and Bill Hughes kept the Pa 
Wars festival crowd both informed and entertained during the day. 
In their roles as MCs they read out panui, directed teams to their 
next event, and returned lost cell phones and tamariki to their 
respective owners and families. 

Many make pilgrimage home for Pa Wars

unique experience: Joanne Cairns travelled 
from Auckland to spend Christmas with her family in 
Ruatoria and wanted her children to experience the 
ceremony so they know who they are and where they 
come from. Back, from left, Joanne Cairns with Marcus 
Cairns-Edmonds, Alex Milner, Ihipera Cairns-Edmonds, 
Sonny Milner. Front row, from left, Jonti Milner, Helen 
Milner, Elton Milner, Jadey Girl Milner, Maddie Milner.

parakuihi, breakfast: After greeting the first sunrise of the new year 
the group of 50 enjoyed a cooked meal at the Pakihiroa Woolshed. 

‘ Tera te haeata takiri ana mai i 
runga o Hikurangi — behold the 
first light of dawn is reflected 
from the crest of Hikurangi  ’ — from the haka Kura Tiwaka Taua
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